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GENERAL GUISAN

As part of the com-
memoration of the 50th an-
niversary of the end of World
War ll, a film has been pro-
duced on the life of one of
Switzerland’s most re-
spected citizens: General
Henri Guisan. The film is
entitled “ Le Général
Guisan, un homme, un
destin” (General Guisan, a
man, a destiny). Filming
started already in 1993 and
it is hoped that all work on
the film will be finished in
time for its premiére in June
which will take place at the
“Théatre du Jorat” in
Méziéres, General Guisan’s
birthplace.

General Guisan during an
inspection of his troups.

SWISS TOURISM

The strong Swiss franc is not only
keeping foreigners away from Switzer-
land, butluring anincreasing number of
Swiss on low-priced holidays abroad.
From Malaysia and Morocco to China
and the Channel Islands, there are few
countries not recording a rise in Swiss
visitors.

In Swiss franc terms, some air fares
tothe US are lower now than they were
in the 1970’s. On a per capita basis,
Switzerland sends more tourists to the
US than any other European country.

Switzerland’s hotel industry claims
that three establishments are closing
down every week, and some car rental
companies are fighting for survival. The
trend is causing concern in a country
where tourism is the third biggest earner
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of foreign revenue (after the machinery
and chemical sectors) and where nearly
10 percent of the workforce is depend-
ent, directly or indirectly on tourism.

In a hard-hitting speech to tourism
industry leaders, the President of the
Swiss National Tourist Office blamed
the current state of the sector on re-
gional rivalry within Switzerland, inad-
equate co-ordination and squandered
resources. He also criticised Switzer-
land’s lack of service-orientated and
innovative spirit.

Another problem facing the tourism
industry is the imposition of a 6.5%
value-added tax in Switzerland since
January 1. Hotels are planning to in-
crease their charges by 7%, but this
would still not cover inflation, increased
operating costs or the considerable
sums spent on repairs and renova-
tions. In some Swiss hotels visitors can
expect to pay up to 10% more in 1995.

Travel costs within Switzerland are
alsoincreasing fromthis year, with most
public transport services raising their
fares. And the annual motorway fee for
private motor vehicles - although still
modest compared with some other

countries - is costing 33% more. Motor- SINKING FEELING

ists now have to pay SFR40.- even if Despite the recovery of the economy
they crossinto the country onlyoncefor  jn Switzerland, there is a distinct sink-
a Sunday spin. ing feeling in Le Locle (NE).
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