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RISKY BRIDGE

On the road between Gruyere and
Chateau-d’Oexin the canton of Fribourg
liesthe village of Montbovon. From there
asideroad leadstothe village of Allieres.
Along this road you come across (if you
dare) a bridge over the river Hongrin.
The bridge is desperately in need of
repair butthe local authorities claim they
lack the necessary funds to make the
bridge safe again. So they erected no
less than 6 different signs warning any-
one wishing to cross the bridge that his
would be entirely at the person’'s own
risk as the bridge could collapse at any
time. What a novel idea: Let the travel-
lers decide from now on whetherabridge
is safe to cross ornot. Whatis atraveller
to Allieres supposed to do? Bring along
his own civil engineer to inspect the
bridge before crossing it? A bridge is
either safe or it should be closed com-
pletely.

Needless to say that the inhabitants
of Allieres are most unhappy about the
situation. Tourist business has almost
dried up and local transport firms are
refusing to deliveranythingto Allieres as
they do not want to see their trucks
finishing up atthe bottom of the river. So
despite the road that connects it to
Montbovon, Allieres ‘is virtually cut off
from the rest of the world.

ENDANGERED FISH

Did you know that 47 different spe-
cies of fish live in the lakes and rivers of
Switzerland? Well, 35 species out of
these 47 are now on the endangered list
and risk to disappear for ever. Pollution,
excess phosphate draining into the riv-
ers and lakes and hydro-electric dams
are killing them or robbing them of their
natural habitat. Very soon, itwillbe hardly
worth it dangling a fishing line into any
Swiss lakes or rivers, unless you are
fishing for old boots....

The sign reads: “Restriction on the
Hongrin bridge. Risk of bridge collapse”.
Talking about a traveller's dilemma and
nightmare. Take a tip from your
experienced Travel Agent: if you visit
Switzerland this year, give Allieres a
miss, you might never get there or if
you do, you might remain stuck there
for the rest of your life....

SBB-CFF MISCALCULATION

During last July and August, the
SBB-CFF offered as a special incen-
tive anew “Sundaypass” which allowed
unlimited free travel but on regional

trainsonly. The managementexpected §
tosellaround 800,000 passes, buteven-

tually only 168,000 passes were pur-
chased. The restrictive nature of the
passes which did notallow travel on the
Inter City trains was given as the main

reason for this lack of interest on the &

part of the travellers. But another rea-
son advanced by the consumers was

that “Sundaypasses” could not be pur-

chased through the automatic vending

machines nor could they be bought at "

the ticket counters because most of
these are now closed on Sundays in
order to economise on staff salaries.
Sunday passes that cannot be pur-
chased on Sundays!!! No wonder this
special offer flopped.

= : S
relox and enjoy the quiet
surrounding of 10 acres of bush in
coromandel’s newest 5* lodge -
with fabulous views over  hauraki
qulf and dine at evelyne's

famous byo restaurant.

buffalo lodge

buffalo rd (past gold stamper
battery)

coromandel
ohone & fax (07) 866 8960

(hosts: evelyne and raouf sieqrist)

Incorporating Domestic &
Commercial Work

Specialists in Fabric & Leather
Upholstery

Also Deep Diamond Buttoning
All Furniture Re-Upholstery

SWISSCRAFTLTD
Manager: Herbert Stdheli
Showroom: 33-39 Colombo St.
Frankton-Hamilton

Call us
Phone 078 477-220
Fax 078 473-039

WORLD’S LARGEST TIE

As a publicity stunt, a tie designer,
Michel Jordi, hung this huge 20m long
tie over the facade of the Savoy Hotel at
the Paradeplatz in Zurich. Hotel guests
with rooms opening up onto the back of
this monster tie must have had a dim
view of this publicity gimmick.
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