
Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 60 (1994)

Heft: [6]

Artikel: Alpine hutt for headaches

Autor: [s.n.]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-945552

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 21.02.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-945552
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

SPILLMAN AUTOMOTIVE LTD.
All types ofVehicles Serviced and

Repaired. All associated Services available
incl. Electronictuning, Fuel Injection,WOF
Clutch&Brake, Exhaust,Transmission etc.

10% discount with this add!
Ph. 09 634-4600 Auckland

THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL
Venison Salamis, Venison

Sausages. Contact Appenzell Deer Farm

Ph. 09 524-8899, Auckland.

"YOUR" SWISS TIME SERVICE
CENTRE

We restore and repair all top Brands
Antique and Modern Watches and
Clocks. We also pay you cash for your
unwanted time pieces.
Swiss Time Service Centre P.O. Box 3751
Auckland, Fax and Phone 09/ 832-3518
10% discount for Swiss Club members.

Lonely pensioner, early seventies,
still very active, would like to meet lady
in the late fifties for companionship. I

have my own home. My interests are
music, reading and gardening. Would
like to meet lady with similar interests.
Please phone Auckland (09) 275 9003.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

Launching into Switzerland, I need
help. Double your income without leaving

your job. Call Ross and Patricia
Muggeridge. Ph/Fax 06 754 8878
Waitara, Taranaki

ALPINE HÜTT FOR HEADACHES
The Capana Margherita is Europe's

highestalpinehutt, some4554 m above
sea level in the Monte-Rosa massif
near the border between Italy and the
Wallis. Over 12,000 alpinists climb up to
this hutt every Summer. Many do this
not only for sport but also to participate

The Margherita Hutt perched high up on a ridge, less than
100m below the Dufourspitze, Switzerland's highestmountain.
The hutt was designed to accommodate some 76 alpinists,
but with over 12,000 visitors a year, the hutt must deal
sometimes with up to 170 tourists who cannot be turned away
as the nearest other hutt is over 5 hours away.

At 4556m the well equipped research laboratory certainly
provides a unique service to alpinists who have fallen prey to
the dreaded altitude sickness.

SWISSAIR'S SAD MOVE
Last month, after 25 years, Swissair

closed down its only sales office in New
Zealand. It was not due to lack of business

opportunities since its European
competitors (KLM, Lufthansa, Alitalia)
are doing very well on the New Zealand
market. The problem with Swissairwas
that it would never adapt its prices to the
local market. It was always much
cheaper (sometimes hundreds of dollars

cheaper) to fly from New Zealand to
Switzerland on any otherairlinethan on
Swissair.

Overthe past 12 years Swissairwas
given first option on any Swiss group
that your Editorwas organising. Not one
single Swiss group travelled to Switzerland

on Swissair because either the
price was not competitive or Swissair
Head Office in Zurich point-blank
refused to accept the group on the grounds
that,although seats were available on
the flights involved, these seats could
be sold later on at a higher yield. That
this gamble did not always work out was
proven by the fact that flights from which
some Swiss groups were banned eventually

left without a full load of passengers.

The often very frustrated local
Swissair staff had an impossible uphill
battle in New Zealand which they could
neverwin. Since 1991, Swissairhasthe
rights to fly to Sydney but so far it has not
taken up this option and, in the light of
the closure of its New Zealand office, it
seems unlikely that Swissair will open
this new route in the foreseeable future.

in a specific research programme to
establish the cause of altitude sickness
which is characterised by strong
headaches, nausea, vomitting, dizziness,
total exhaustion and, in extreme cases,
death. So every Summer a team of
Swiss experts stay at the hutt with heavy
equipment such as X-ray, blood-testing
and oxygen machines being flown up by
helicopter. Part of the hutt is
transformed into a real high altitude laboratory

where tests are being conducted on
any alpinists who wish to take part in the
research programme

Incorporating Domestic &
Commercial Work

Specialists in Fabric & Leather
Upholstery

Also Deep Diamond Buttoning

All Furniture Re-Upholstery

SWISSCRAFT LTD
Manager: Herbert Stäheli

Showroom: 33-39 Colombo St.

Frankton-Hamilton

Call us
Phone 078 477-220

Fax 078 473-039

SAN BERNARDINO
TUNNEL

Twenty-six years ago, it cost 150
million SFR to build the road tunnel
under the San Bernardino Pass. Now
necessary repairwork will cost 160 million

SFR, 10 million more than the original

construction price. When the road
tunnel opened, 850,000 cars passed
through the tunnel during the first year.
Now over 2 million cars use it yearly.
The tunnel is 6.6 km long and is badly in
need of repairs.

EXPENSIVE PARKING
If you ever cursed the parking

charges in New Zealand, spare a thought
forthe "poor" Swiss drivers who have to
cough up fees of up to SFR 5 for every
2 hours on street parking. And even so,
the Swiss drivers are lucky as in Zurich
the City Council's intentions were to
charge up to SFR 9.50 for 2 hours but
the proposal was defeated.
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