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Botschaft sowie an die Mitglieder der
Schweizervereine in Wellington, Auckland,

Taranaki, Dunedin, Hamilton und
Christchurch weiterleiten, die es uns
mit ihrer Beteiligung an der Sammlung
1993 wieder ermöglichten, unsere
mannigfachen Aufgaben erfüllen zu
können.

Mit unseren besten Wünschen für
Gesundheit und Wohlergehen für Sie
und alle unsere Landsleute grüssen wir
Sie freundlich

Schweizerische Stiftung PRO PATRIA
Dr. H. Leibundgut Zentralsekretär

Alice Schmid Sammlung Ausland

REPORT FROM
"AUSLANDSCHWEIZERDIENST'

National- und Ständerat haben in
der diesjährigen Frühjahrs-Session
beschlossen, die Abschaffung der
freiwilligen AHV/IV aus der Liste der
Sanierungsmassnahmen 1993 zu
streichen und das Geschäft an den
Bundesrat zurückzuweisen. Es soll
zunächst geprüft werden, ob es
zweckmässig wäre, die freiwillige AHV/
IV auf Staaten zu beschränken, mit
denen keine Sozialversicherungsabkommen

bestehen. Zudem ist ein
ausgewogeneres Verhältnis zwischen
Prämieneinnahmen und Versicherungsleistungen

anzustreben. Der Bundesrat
wird das Thema voraussichtlich in

Verbindung mit späteren Sparmass-
nahmen wieder auf den Tisch bringen.
Wir stellen uns jedoch auf den Standpunkt,

dass eine allfällige Revision der
freiwilligen AHV/IV nicht im Rahmen
eines Sparpaketes erfolgen sollte,
sondern Teil einer ordentlichen AHV-
Reform sein müsste. Dabei erhalten wir
Unterstüzung aus der international
tätigen Schweizer Wirtschaft und von
namhaften Sozialversicherungsexperten.

WE OFFERTHEBEST FARES
FOR TRAVEL TO/FROM

SWITZERLAND
plus:

FAST, FRIENDLY AND

EFFICIENT SERVICE

Phone or write in

English/French/German to:
HEINZ SIGERIST

International Ltd.
PO Box 37-335 Parnell, Auckland
Phone: 64-9-377 3285 or 309 4500

Fax: 64-9-302 1099

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW
YOUR "FATHERLAND"
In the Feb/March issue, we printed

a little fun quiz about Switzerland. To
refresh your memory, we reprint the
questions here but this time with the
answers (half cantons count as one
canton each). Hands up anyone who
had been able to answer all 18 questions

correctly.
1) Which is the largest canton in

size? Graubünden. (Berne used to be
the largest canton, but since it lost Jura,
it has been demoted to 2nd place). 2)
Which are the next five largest cantons
in size? Berne, Wallis, Waadt, Tessin
and St Gallen. 3) Which is the smallest
canton? Basel-Stadt. 4) Which is the
most populated canton? Zürich. 5)
Which are the next 5 most populated
cantons? Berne, Waadt, Aargau, St
Gallen and Geneva. 6) Which is the
least populated canton? Appenzell I.Rh.
7) Which is the newest canton? Jura. 8)
Which canton has the largest
unproductive area of land percentage wise to
its size? Uri, followed closely by Wallis.
9) Which canton has the highest
productive land area percentage wise?
Basel-Land, followed closely by Jura
and Solothurn. 10) Which canton has
the largest area of forest percentage
wise to its size? Tessin, followed closely
by Jura and Solothurn. 11 Which canton

has the smallest area of forest
percentage wise? Basel-Stadt, followed
closely by Geneva and Uri.12) Which
canton has the highest density of
population? Basel-Stadt by far.13) Which
canton has the lowest density of
population? Uri, followed closely by
Graubünden.14) Which canton has the highest

average income per capita? Zug,
followed by Basel-Stadt, Geneva and
Zürich. 15) Which canton has the lowest
average income per capita? Jura,
followed by Wallis and Appenzell I. Rh. 16)
In which canton do people pay the highest

income tax? Wallis, followed by Jura
and Uri.17) In which canton do people
pay the lowest income tax? Zug,
followed by Basel-Land and Zürich.18)
Approximately how many motor vehicles

would be registered in Switzerland?

1, VA,2,21/2,3,31/4million ormore
than 4 million? 2,9 million or 431 vehicles

for every 1000 inhabitants.

BLUDGERS
Switzerland has its bludgers too,

just like New Zealand. In 1992 alone,
out of125,000 beneficiaries, over38,000
people have seen their unemployment
benefits discontinued because their
claims to their benefits were unlawful.
The savings for the Swiss taxpayers
amounted to over 60 million SFR.

NOTE TO SECRETARIES
Next isse of the Helvetia magazine:

May 1994. All contributions must be in
by 15 April. Many thanks for your kind
cooperation.
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FACTORY AS MUSEUM
Over 20,000 people took the offer

by SLM (Schweizerische Lokomotiv- und
Maschinenfabrik Winterthur) to visittheir
factory and inspect the whole range of
locomotives from the past and the
present built by SLM for the SBB and
other railway companies. On show were
the famous "Krokodil", the Gotthard
Double, the legendaryRed Arrow(Roter
Pfeil), the latest locomotive 2000 and
some very special locomotives for the
Rhätische Bahnen and the Gornergrat
(Zermatt).
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STUBBORN COW

NearLeukerbaa (Wallis) a tramper
met with a cow on a narrow mountain
path. Trying to squeeze himself passed
the animal which stubbornly refused to
budge, the tramper was pushed off the
path by the cow and fell to his death
down a steep slope.
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