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KAPELLBRUCKE BACK IN OPERATION IN FEBRUARY 1994

The picture shows whatwas left of the bridge after the disastrous fire of August 1993.
The restauration of the bridge to its original state will have cost over 3.3 million SFR.
The wooden construction has been re-built in timber taken from the local pine forests
around Lucerne and match as best as possible both ends of the bridge which were
saved from the fire. The cause of the fire has still not been fully established.

Sea-gulls take advantage of the temporary railings. In the background one of the two
ends of the bridge that were saved from the fire.

ILLEGAL FREE TRAVEL

More and more people in Switzerland
try to get free travel on railways, buses
and trams. If this increase can be ex-
plained to a degree due to the recession,
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it still puzzles the authorities as they catch
notonly pennyless drug addicts and down-
and-out people, but also more and more
well-to-do people such as bankers and
wealthy housewives who try to travel with-
out valid tickets on public transports.

In the Zurich area alone, over a period
of 12 months, over62,000 cases of illegal
passengers were reported by the SBB
who send out now an average of 100
requests for back-payment perweek. The
costs for not being in possession of avalid
ticket is 50 SFR plus 14 SFR administra-
tion costs plus of course the actual unpaid
fare. If these costs are not paid within 10
days, a fine of 150-300 SFR is imposed.
But even so, in many cases the SBB has
no hope of collecting any money at all,
particularly from drug addicts, some of
whom have been caughtovera 100 times
without tickets or money on trains in and
out of Zurich.

A

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW
YOUR “FATHERLAND” ?

Here is a little fun quiz about Switzer-
land that might test your brains. See if you
know all the answers (half cantons count
as one canton each):

1) Which is the largest canton in size?

2) Which are the next five largest
cantons in size?

3) Which is the smallest canton?

4) Which is the most populated can-
ton?

5) Which are the next 5 most popu-
lated cantons?

6) Which is the least populated can-
ton?

7) Which is the newest canton?

8) Which canton has the largest un-
productive area of land percentage wise
to its size?

9) Which canton has the highest pro-
ductive land area percentage wise?.

10) Which canton has the largestarea
of forest percentage wise to its size?

11) Which canton has the smallest
area of forest percentage wise?

12) Which canton has the highest
density of population?

13) Which canton has the lowest den-
sity of population?

14) Which canton has the highest
average income per capita?

15) Which canton has the lowestaver-
age income per capita?

16) In which canton do people pay the
highest income tax?

17) In which canton do people pay the
lowest income tax?

18) Approximately how many motor
vehicles would be registered in Switzer-
land? 1, 1%, 2, 2%, 3, 3% million or more
than 4 million?

See how much you know or remem-
ber about your country. But do not be
fooled by what you might remember from
your school days, because things have
changed alotin Switzerland over the past
few years.

Just to keep you in suspense, the
answers will be published in the April
issue of the Helvetia.
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