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LETTER FROM THE CHRISTCHURCH SWISS CLUB
(addressed to our Secretary, Carmen Fitzi Gordon)
Dear Carmen,

We were disappointed to hear of your AGM’s decisions. i.e.
that the Swiss Society’s subscription fee was to go up by 100% (1),
as well as the number of issues of the Helvetia was to be reduced
from 12 to 8! This was particularly so after we just (finally) made
the step of joining our members up to your Society, and abandon-
ing our own Newsletter for the Helvetia instead.

| certainly hope we will be able to contribute sufficiently to
restore the Helvetia back to a monthly magazine, as in the missed
months we will probably still have to publish some Newsletters
ourselves - somehow we seem to have ended up with the “worst
of both worlds”!

To this respect we appointed Mr Matthias DAMM as our
representative to promote the Helvetia down here in the South
Island. Matthias runs his own business here in Christchurch and
should bring a lot of good connections and relevant skills and
experience to the job. His contact address is:

Matthias DAMM, 45 Ramahana Rd, Christchurch 8. Phone 03
3328-520 (home) or 03 3663-667 (business)

At our last committee meeting we discussed the issue of
subscription fees and decided that we will increase our member-
ship fee, in accordance with your increase, at our next AGM
(approx. May 1994). It was considered inappropriate and imprac-
tical to act sooner, as most of our members just paid up their fee
forthisfinancial year. Please let us know if we can be of assistance
in any other way.

Kind regards, Jiirg Honger (Secretay, Christchurch Swiss Club).
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KUCHLIN THEAT

Following a lenghty legal battle, the Swiss Federal Court
has decreed that the famous but now closed Variety Theatre
KUCHLIN in Basle should be preserved as a historical monu-
ment.

KAPELLBRUCKE
FIRE IN LUCERNE

Following the disastrous fire that engulfed this famous
bridge known to all Swiss and millions of tourists, the Swiss
Government issued the following announcement:

Bern 19.08.1993

Nachstehend den Text der am 18. August 1993 von der
Bundeskanzlei veroffentlichten Pressemitteilung:

Erklarung des Bundesrates zum Brand der Kapellbriicke in
Luzern.

Der Bundesrat hat mit tiefer Bestlirzung vom Brand der
Kapellbriicke in Luzern Kenntnis genommen. Mit dem Brand
istnichtnurein ldentitatsmerkmal der Stadt und der Bevolkerung
von Luzern ein Raub der Flammen geworden, sondern ein
Stlick Schweizerischer Kulturgeschichte zerstort worden. Die
Kapellbriicke als Wahrzeichen Luzerns, als Ausflugsziel
zahlreicher Reisenden aus dem In- und nicht zuletzt aus dem
Ausland hat das Bild der Leuchtenstadt, ja der ganzen
Innerschweiz nachhaltig mitgepragt.

Der von den Luzerner Behdrden in aussicht gestellte
Wiederaufbau derKapellbriicke gibt Anlass zu Hoffnung, auch
wenn der Schmerz Uiber den kulturellen Verlust dadurch nicht
kleiner wird. Der Bundesrat ist dem Stadtrat von Luzern
dankbar flir seine Solidaritat mit der Luzerner Bevolkerung.
Der Bundesrat wird alles in seinen Kraften stehende
unternehmen, um den Wiederaufbau der Kapellbriicke zu
unterstitzen.

Presse- und Informationsdienst, B. CABALZAR
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