Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand
Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 59 (1993)

Heft: [2]

Artikel: History of the Swiss bank notes
Autor: [s.n]

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-944646

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 16.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-944646
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

“ENGELBERG-BAHN’

To increase the capacity of the rail-
way line to Engelberg, the management
of the “Luzern-Stans-Engelberg Bahn”
has decided to build a 4 km tunnel before
the entrance to Engelberg to reduce the
gradiant by more than half which would
allow for faster and longer trains, thus
increasing the capacity of the line quite
substantially.

Whilst the speed of the trains can
reach up to 75 km per hour in the valley,
overthelastkilometers before Engelberg,
the speed drops to a mere 19 km. On
around 200 days a year, the trains can no
longer meet the demand and often
Postbuses are put into operation to try to
cope withthe traffic, althoughthis change
of transportation halfway uptheline is not
very much appreciated by the skiers. The
newtunnel should greatly alleviate these
problems.

AVAILABLE NOW!

New Zealand's finest
Delicatessen
Meats

'T_—\_’

Continental Frying/Boiling
Sausages - Specialty Meats
Meat Loaves - Smoked Meats

Cod Cuts Salamis V
274 4455

B FAX: 274 1203 ®W

HISTORY OF THE SWISS
BANK NOTES

The “Ecole des Arts Décoratifs” in
Geneva recently presented for the very
firsttime an exhibition aboutthe history of
the Swiss Bank notes from 1907 to 1995.
Swiss Bank notes exist only since 1907.
Before that, there was no unified cur-
rency in Switzerland. Each Bank had its
own money: St Gallen had its Gulden,
Berme its Franken Thaler, Zurich its
Brabanter Thaler. Only in 1881 was it
decidedto create a uniform currency and
around the turn of the century the Swiss
National Bank was founded. Ferdinand
Hodler and Eugene Burnand were called
upontodesign the first Swiss Bank notes.
The results were the ‘tree feller’ and the
‘sower’ from Hodler and the ‘three
needlewomen from Appenzell’ and the
‘Sulzer ironworks in Winterthur' from
Bumand.

In the 1950’s these notes were re-
placed by new notes designed by Pierre
Gauchat, the most outstanding one hav-
ing been the 100.- FR note showing St
Martin sharing his coat with a beggar.

The third series of notes came out in
the 1970’'s and is still in use today. Forthe
first time the notes showed pictures of
people who had actually lived: Francesco
Borromini, the Tessin architect, Leonhard
Euler, the mathematician, Horace
Benedict de Saussure, the geologist and
Konrad Gessner, the universal genius.
These notes were designed by Emst and
Ursula Hiestand.

As with most world currencies, the
Swiss Bank notes have become smaller
with each issue, although they have also
become more and more difficult to imi-
tate.

The next issue will come out in 1995
and will show pictures of Swiss artists.
Forthe first time a woman will appear on
one of the notes: the painter Sophie
Tauber-Arp. Other notes will feature the
architect and painter Le Corbusier, the
composers Arthur Honegger and Jacob
Burkhardt and the painter and sculptor
Alberto Giacometti.
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FRD & PETER WEHRLI, MASTER
BUILDERS

For building your new home or mod-
ernising your existing dwelling. Special-
ists in redesigning kitchens and bath-
rooms. Plans + specifications can be
provided. Ph: 04 479-3485 Wellington

SPILLMAN SENIOR LTD.

All types of Vehicles Serviced and
Repaired. All associated Services avail-
able incl. Electronic Tuning, Fuel Injec-
tion, WOF Clutch and Brake, Exhaust,
Transmission, etc. Quotes-Advice.

Ph. 09 634-4600 Auckland

THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL

Venison Salamis, Venison Sausages.
Contact Appenzell Deer Farm

Ph. (09) 524-8899, Auckland.

MORE STAFF REDUCTION AT
SWISSAIR

Like so many other airlines, including
Air New Zealand, Swissair has to reduce
staff. By the end of 1993 Swissair will
have to shed a further 1000 working
positions. One ofthe main reasonsisthat
air fares have tumbled whilst the operat-
ing costs are staying high. Personnel
costsremainat around 40% oftotal turno-
verandthe aimistoreduce this very high
percentage. Swissair has at the moment
some 19400 staff. Most of the reduction
should be achieved through early retire-
ments. Although the operating accounts
for 1992 will end up with a loss of some 50
million francs, the overall balance sheet
willshow a positive result, mainly through
the disposal of the shares in Kuoni and
the sale of obsolete aircraft.

BAY OF ISLANDS

PAIHIA - ‘HELVETIA LODGE’
o SUPER SPECIALS
Easter to Christmas 1992
MOTEL UNIT:

$45 - 1 night for 2

$35 - 2 + more nights for 2

$10 - each extra person

Downstairs modern, fully self-contained, colour TV etc.,
five minute flat walk to beach, wharf and main shopping
centre; OR:

BED & BREAKFAST

ALL YEAR ROUND!
$45 - 1 night for 2
$40 - 2 + more nights for 2
$35 - per night for 1 person
$30 - 2 + more nights for 1 person

Christmas to Easter 1992/93
MOTEL UNIT:

$50 - per night for 2
$10 - each extra person per night

Write or Phone:
CAREL & JACK JOST
41 School Road, Paihia
PHONE (09) 402-7046
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