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AXENSTRASSE DESTROYED

The picture shows the destroyed Axenstrasse along the “Urnersee” after an
overhanging rockface had been blown up by dynamite. The overhanging rock had
cracked and started to shift and the authorities’ major worry was that by falling into the
lake, the whole rockface would have produced a huge, devastating tidalwave. By
blowing up the rock beforehand, this disaster was averted, although the road could not
be saved. The plans are now to build a road tunnel to by-pass this dangerous spot.

FREE BICYCLES

_ Againstthe presentation ofa personal
identity card, anyone can now borrow a
bicycle in Zurich. These free bikes are
available at both the Bellevue and
Paradeplatz from 8.30 am onwards and
must be retumed at the latest by 9.30 pm.

This service had already been tried
out in other Swiss cities with very poor
results: the bikes were either stolen, van-
dalised or simply left anywhere in the city
instead of being brought back to the
depot.

However, the Zurich City Councii
hopes that by providing a top class bicy-

cle, people will take more care of them.
Each bike costs around 1.200.- SFR, it
has 21 gears and abasket to carry goods.
The borrower is instructed on how to
operate the bike and on how to adjustthe
saddle. The frames, rear wheels and
baskets carry advdertising slogans which
cost the advertisers some 4350.- SFR
per bike. So in fact the whole operation
has cost the clever Zurich City Council
absolutely nothing.

AUSTRALIAN JOKE

Here is a joke that is going around
amongst the English speaking elite in
Switzerland. A competition was being
held in Australia whereby competitors
were required to ad lib a poem which had
to end with the word TIMBUKTU. Two
competitors, apriest and a sheep shearer
were the two finalists. The priest opened
up the final round with: “l was a priest for
all my life, | had no children and no wife,
| read the bible through and through, all
my way to Timbuktu”. Big applause. But
it was the sheep shearer who won the
competition with his own contribution:
“Timand Ito Melbourmne went, there were
three women in a tent, they were three
and we were two, | booked one and Tim
booked two”.

THRIFTY SWISS ARMY

Last year the Swiss Army used up
“only” 25.685.000 litres of fuel (petrol
and diesel) or just on 1% less than in
1990. The Military Department indicated
that this result was 13% below the ex-
pected consumption and was achieved
through careful planning and cutting out
of many empty trips.
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ADVERTISEMENTS

FRED & PETER WEHRLI, MASTER
BUILDERS

For building your new home or mod-
ernising your existing dwelling. Special-
ists in redesigning kitchens and bath-
rooms. Plans + specifications can be
provided. Ph: 04 479-3485 Wellington

SPILLMAN SENIOR LTD.

All types of Vehicles Serviced and
Repaired. All associated Services avail-
able incl. Electronic Tuning, Fuel Injec-
tion, WOF Clutch and Brake, Exhaust,
Transmission, etc. Quotes-Advice.

Ph. 09 634-4600 Auckland

BUSH & BEACH NATURE TOURS

has much to offer your visitors - from
1/2 day tours to Auckland’s spectacular
west coast to 22 day toursthroughout NZ.
BUSH & BEACH LTD is owned and
operated by a Swiss-Kiwi: Karen Platzer,
P.O. Box 35-240 Auckland 10 Ph./Fax
(09) 478-2882

SITUATIONS VACANT

For our busy Swiss Café right on
Paihia’s waterfront, we are looking for
experienced and efficient full-time help.
If you like cooking, be quick, cheery and
like to deal with the public, call or write to:
Swiss Café & Grill, 48 Marsden Road,
Paihia, Bay of Islands. Tel. 09-402-8270

Do you like kids? We are looking for a
loving nanny for our two children aged 6
months and 6 years. Experience with
babies or toddlers is essential. Accom-
modation would be provided. If you are
interested, please call or write to: Edi &
Inge Amsler, 48 Marsden Road, Paihia,
Bay of Islands. Tel. 09-402-8270

SALES OPPORTUNITY -
COSMETICS

_Sales consultants needed to promote
DEESSE of Switzerland range of
skincare, bodycare & cosmetics.

* flexible hours
* no investment
* full training provided

Please phone Kathryn Duncan, Ph. (09)
419-1929, Déesse of Switzerland (N2)

RICH VERSUS POOR

As a result of the recession and in-
creased costs of living, the trench be-
tween the rich and the poor is getting
wider in Switzerland too. More and more
people find it impossible to save money
for their retirement. The hardest hit are
the already retired people and, despite
the fact that the Swiss superannuation
scheme is far better than the New Zea-
land one, a survey showed that one in
every seven Swiss superannuitants re-
quiresadditional financial assistance from
the government.
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