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NEWS IN BRIEF FROM THE TAGES-ANZEIGER

TENTH REVISION OF THE AHV (Old Age Pension)

The age at which the pension is paid out stays the same: 62 for women, 65 for
men. There was a big argument about that, some wanting the age lowered for men,
others raising it for women.

SWITZERLAND AND THE EWR (European Economic Area)

The cantons are very unhappy that they are not being consulted enough. Our
negotiators seem to be put under pressure to agree to all manner of undemocratic and
unfederalistic compromises all to the detriment of Swiss interests.

It seems that the whole concept of the EWR is flakey. Non EEC members have to
accept rules and regulations passed by EEC members without having any right to in-
fluence the decision making. Especially in the area of transit through Switzerland not
much progress has been made to get our view point accepted.

The EEC still insists on having 40-ton trucks driving through Switzerland, day and
night, seven days a week. We are still holding out for a maximum of 28-ton and night
and Sunday prohibition.

Cash compensation for enforced waiting periods at airports in the EEC region: for
arrivals up to two hours late the compensation is SwFr 130, double that for delays of
more than two hours. For long distance flights and a delay of more than four hours,
the compensation is SwFr 610. It is almost worth the wait!

The unemployment rate stays at 1.0%.

Max Frish died on April 4th, 1991. Only a few months after the death of Friedrich
Durrenmatt, Switzerland has now lost the second of the two great writers of the se-
cond half of the 20th century. His world famous works include Biedermann und die
Brandstifter, Andorra, Don Juan oder die Liebe zur Geometrie, Stiller, Mein Name sei
Gantenbein, Wilhelm Tell fur die Schule and many more.

COW FIGHTS IN THE WALLIS

Six thousand spectators watched in Argan, Oberwallis, the cow called Turco

emerge as the Queen of all Queens.

Siegerin in der ersten Kuhkampf-Runde in
Agarn im Oberwallis: Turco (rechts), hier im
Clinch mit Bandit. (Bild Key).

BUYING BACK SWITZERLAND

THE REPURCHASE OF SWISS REAL ESTATE BY FOREIGNERS COULD
HELP SWITZERLAND IN THE EEA NEGOTIATIONS
Back in the sixties and seventies, there was an outcry against the purchase of real
estate in Switzerland by non-resident foreigners. In the media such transactions were
described as constituting a “clearance sale of our homeland.” But the disaster forecast
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