Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand
Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 40 (1975)

Heft: [5]

Artikel: Consumer credit in Switzerland
Autor: [s.n]

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-945697

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 18.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-945697
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Consumer Credit in Switzerland

From a survey carried out by the Union Bank of Switzerland, it
appears that while Switzerland holds the record for mortgage loans, it
comes next to last among comparable industrial countries for con-
sumer loans. At the end of 1973, consumer loans granted in Switzer-
land amounted to 266 francs per head of the population, compared
with 2610 francs in the United States, 940 francs in West Germany,
580 francs in Austria and 490 francs in Sweden. Only France comes
after Switzerland, with a loan of 220 francs per inhabitant. This
comparatively low figure is the result of a fairly strong reluctance on
the part of Swiss consumers with regard to hire purchase, as well as
the loan restrictions and legal restraints to which hire purchase is
subjected in Switzerland. It is estimated that specialised firms and
the retail trade granted 1.7 billion francs’ worth of loans in 1973 com-
pared with 2.2 billion in 1972. At the end of 1973 therefore, consumer
loans represented only 1.6 per cent of the Swiss national revenue or
2.3 per cent of private consumption. In other words, consumer loans
play practically no role in Swiss political economy. (SODT)

PSYCHIATRICS
A society psychiatrist told a story about a patient he thought was
making good progress in the cure of a split personality. “I was

optimistic,” concluded the psychiatrist, “until the patient called and
demanded to know why he’d received only one bill.”—Reader’s Digest.
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