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What kind of solution will ultimately be found cannot, at this
juncture, be said. But it is fairly obvious that a simple rejection of the
Trade Unions' demand right across the board would provoke yet
another initiative and possibly even some unrest in some industries.
Probably the employers, while safeguarding their own and their
shareholders' interests, would be wise to assist in finding a compromise
solution which is fair to both sides and takes into account the rapidly
changing ideas of the younger generation. The problem is of topicality
and its satisfactory solution is in the interest of industrial peace and
the national economy.

Gottfried Keller.

SWISS INDUSTRY IN PEKING
Peking has become one of the most popular destinations of businessmen

all over the world, and the large number of foreign exhibitions
held in China during, the last few years bears witness to the wish felt
by many of the trading nations to establish closer relations with China.
SITEX, the Swiss Industrial Technology Exhibition, in which some
200 firms will be taking part, will be held in the Peking Exhibitions
Palace from 7th to 20th August 1974. It is not the first exhibition of
its kind to be put on in China by Switzerland: in 1968, an exhibition of
Swiss instruments and watches in Peking met with great success.
Subsequently, many approaches were made to the Chinese authorities
with a view to presenting a bigger and more diversified exhibition. The
responsibility for the organisation of SITEX lies with the Swiss Office
for the Development of Trade (SODT), which is responsible for
organising Switzerland's participations in foreign affairs and exhibitions.
In fact, contrary to the practice in other countries, in Switzerland the
organisation of such events is left to private enterprise, which is
responsible for their financing. The Swiss Industrial Exhibition, which
will fill the halls of the Peking Exhibitions Palace, will be divided into
several themes. The largest sector will be that of machine tools, whose
performance and world-wide reputation need no stressing. Other
sectors of the machinery industry will also be represented, i.e. heavy
industry, electrotechnics, textile machinery and machinery for the
graphic arts. The Swiss watch industry will display a whole series of
novelties in the fields of quartz watches and atomic time-pieces. Another
important sector will be devoted to chemicals, in particular agrochemi-
cals, dyestuffs, and pharmaceuticals. In addition, service firms—big
banks, international trading firms, firms specialising in the
infrastructure for hotel-keeping, etc.—will also be representing their activities
to their Chinese opposite numbers. Throughout the whole period of the
Exhibition, at which over 150,000 visitors are expected, 150 technical
talks will be given in Peking by Swiss university professors, engineers
and scientists. In addition to films on Swiss firms and on Switzerland
in general, visitors will also be able to see an exhibition devoted to
research and training in Swiss technological institutes and a display
of Swiss scientific books. (SODT).
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