
Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 38 (1974)

Heft: [11]

Artikel: Acting, or the struggle to survive

Autor: [s.n.]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942145

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 18.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942145
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


today. It is a wrist-compass, specially designed for submarine exploration

and direction finding; it is the perfect answer to the needs of divers
who require a luminous, resistant and completely reliable compass.
Easy to use, even when wearing gloves, it is available with or without
a depth gauge. Its power of resistance also makes it an ideal instrument

for all sportsmen who need to determine their position and get
their bearings, and especially for parachutists. Elegant in spite of its
sturdy plastic case, it is equipped with a dial, hands and a bearing
arrow with a high degree of luminosity. (SODT).

Acting, or the Struggle to Survive

The 1973-74 Theatre Season in French-speaking Switzerland is over
the theatre-going public of Geneva and Lausanne will have to wait until
Autumn for the preparation of a new repertoire. Switzerland has a

flourishing theatrical life. Everything may be done on a small scale,
but there are a sufficient number of theatres in the main cities to satisfy
any demanding public. When the possibilities of the season are
exhausted, it is easy for a Genevese to drive to Lausanne for an evening,
or for a Zürcher to go to Basle.

In French-speaking Switzerland alone, there are 156 professional and
unionised actors. According to an article in the Journal de Geneve's
Literary Supplement, only thirty-six of these professionals earn more
than 30,000 francs a year. Some make as little as 300 francs a year
out of acting. Earnings depend to a great extent on individual theatres
and the public they cater for. Thus the Theatre de Carouge et l'Atelier
in Geneva offer their casts from 1,500 to 2,000 francs a month during the
season. At the Comedie, salaries attain 2,000 to 2,500 francs, but at the
experimental Theatre Mobile, all actors require a second job even during
the season. The professional actors and directors of the Theatre Populaire

Romand (TRP) net 1,150 francs a month, a sum which attests to
their devotion to the theatre. The TRP was founded in Canton Neu-
chatel and in the Jura some fifteen years ago. It has become one of
the driving forces towards opening the theatre for the rural and working

classes. It stages highly regular and successful performances in
schools and industrial cities like la Chaux de Fonds.

Despite their very small area, with a public half the size of London's,
Swiss theatres often display productions of West End standards.
Although the French-speaking part of the country falls under the shadow
of France, while German-speaking Switzerland has its own identity,
neither part of the country is in a cultural vacuum. There is perhaps
less competition and fewer stars of the stage, but the importance given
to theatre by the authorities of Basle and Zurich, in particular, tend to
uphold very high standards even though there is a perpetual conflict
between conservatism and avant-garde experimentation and
revolutionary.

13


	Acting, or the struggle to survive

