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News of the Colony

Auckland Swiss Club

This year’s 1st of August Celebrations were held in the Eden-
dale School Hall. Members of the Committee spent most of the
Saturday collecting shrubbery and other items for the decoration
of the hall which on the evening looked terrific. Red and white
candles gave the hall a calm and serene appearance onlooking
the stage which showed a scene of the Swiss Alps dominated by
the Matterhorn in the background.

The evening got off to a good start with a wonderful buffet
dinner, perhaps the best ever, which was prepared by Paul
Wuetrich who spent a lot of time and effort with a good result.

After supper the guests were welcomed by the President Mr
Hans Fitzi with a speech briefly outlining the history of Switzer-
land and the problems which faced the home country in the future.
Following this there was an excellent performance, compered by
Mr John Gamperle, signifying the meaning of the celebrated
Swiss National Day. The performance incorporated aspects of
the Swiss Way of Life and this was shown by recitals in the
different languages of the Swiss people. One of the highlights of
the evening was a tape of a speech by the Federal President of
Switzerland sent to us from the Embassy.

The evening also included items from the Swiss Yodel Club.
Interest was shown for the item ‘taler schwingen’ which was per-
formed for the first time at a Swiss evening in Auckland. A big
crowd gathered round the bowl to see the five franc piece rotating
round the side of the bowl thus making tunes. After the show
the evening continued with drinking and dancing to a band until
the early hours of the morning. Many people who attended in
national costume added a colourful touch to the evening.

Altogether the evening proved to be a great success and all the
people who attended thoroughly enjoyed themselves. —C.F.

Wedding Bells: Gielen—Steiner

The recent wedding at Saint Antony’s Church, Huntly, of
Monica, eldest daughter of Mr and Mrs Walter Steiner, Russells
Road, Huntly, and John Gielen, second son of Mr and Mrs J.
Gielen of Te Awamutu, created a distinct Swiss and Dutch
atmosphere as a great number of relatives and friends of the two
popular families congregated to mark the occasion. Father Clive
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