
Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 33 (1970)

Heft: [5]

Artikel: Use your imagination

Autor: [s.n.]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942209

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 16.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942209
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


USE YOUR IMAGINATION
All things being equal, the thing which lifts a man out of the

rut is imagination.
Imaginative thinking is necessary if you are not to be merely a

plodder, but you must be able to dream without making dreams
your master. Imagination is not a sedative to deaden life, but a
force toward a more abundant life. It is the mind's ability to
recall past experience and relate them to new situations in
combinations of infinite variety.

Everyone's imagination needs limbering up once in a while. It
cannot be ignored for long periods and then called upon in some
crisis. The differences between the successful man, and the mere
routine worker is simply this: the successful man has kept his
imagination at work. The flash of inspiration is important, but
the chance that it will occur can be increased by enlarging the
stock of ideas in one's mind upon which imagination has an opportunity

to work. The hunch, the bright idea, the inspiration —
they only come when habit of alertness T&s been established in
examining, thinking constructively, and looking expectantly for a
link between something present and something not yet thought of.

We must learn to hold our mind's door open to new ideas, all
kinds of them. When a new idea enters, it may seem timid and
rough hewn, and it will need to be encouraged and to have its
jagged edges smoothed. It may be only a small idea, but we must
never discount it or ignore it.

It is said that people who give free scope to this sort of
creativity are not conformists, but their difference from other
people lies in the realm of the mind and not necessarily of
outward appearance. If a man seems out of step with his fellows, it
may be because, as the social rebel Henry David Thoreau said
"he hears a different drummer. Let him step to the music which
he hears, however measured or far away".

This is quite different from indulging in extravagances of
appearance or behaviour. Adopting strange manners or clothes
is purely an empty form of exhibitionism assumed by some
"poseurs" to create the impression that they have something to
convey. This kind of behaviour is far removed from the self-
confidence of the constructive seeker after goodness in life. He
uses his imagination to look bravely and fearlessly into the face
of life and follows the dictates of his inner direction. He knows
the difficulties of living, but does not strink from them. He finds
no need to lean on other people. He is not afraid to face facts.
Deep in his heart he is stimulated with the urge "to be".

This is the pattern which we should strive to emulate. Our
imagination, optimistically used, can be a tremendous force in
our endeavour to make the most of our lives, and in creating
happiness from the things we back ourselves to be and do.
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