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CHARACTER

IN these modern times we mass-produce
many things, but we cannot mass-produce
character, because that is a matter of
personal identity. It belongs to those who
have found the part they are to play; who
are doing the work for which they are
best endowed; who are satisfied that they
are meeting their obligations and standing
up to their tasks.

Such people willingly learn whatever they
need to know to perform their role; they
discipline their passing impulses so as to
keep them from getting in the way of proper
performance, and they do their jobs better
than is needed just to “get by”.

Character is a positive thing. It is not
protected innocence, but practised virtue;
it is not fear of vice, but love of excellence.

Character takes no account of what you
are thought to be, but what you are. You
have your own laws and court to judge you,
and these persuade you to be what you
would like to seem. Character is having an
inner light, and the courage to follow
its dictates.

—Progress
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