Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand
Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 25 (1962)

Heft: [4]

Artikel: Moral re-armament : an ideology adequate for the atom age
Autor: [s.n]

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942395

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 03.12.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942395
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Moral Re-Armameni
. . An Ideology Adequate for the Atom Age

“D./IORAL Re-Armament — an ideology adequate for the atom age

superior to Communism.” This was the theme of a farewell
address by Brigadier von Erlach, Commander of the Eleventh
Mountain Brigade, to his 900 officers in Berne recently at their last
ceremonial roll-call before the re-grouping of the brigade under the
new Swiss Army organisation.

Brigadier von Erlach spoke of the ideological war and under-
lined the task of Switzerland to give the world an example of a
morally-rearmed democracy under God’s leadership.

He quoted General Guisan, wartime Commander-in-Chief of the
Swiss Army who, in the foreword to the Moral Re-Armament
manifesto, “Ideology and Co-existence,” said, “On the ideological
place neutrality can be dangerous, for refusal to fight for what is
right plays the enemy’s game.”

“The history of the last 44 years,” continued the Brigadier, “has
taught us the clearest of lessons that an army without an ideology
is already beaten before the actual battle with weapons has begun.
A nalion without an ideology is taken over before ever the first
enemy soldier crosses the border, and a man without an ideology
today will be a man without a country tomorrow.

“These are the absolute realities of the atom-war age and the
age of ideologies. For a long time we have tried to ignore it, but
we must look these facts in the face and decide to accept the con-
sequences even at the cost of our lives.

“The late Professor Max Huber, former president of the Inter-
national Court of Justice at The Hague and also of the International
Committee of the Red Cross, impressed on us that it is not only our
Christian but our constitutional duty to make Moral Re-Armament
the basis of our political and social life.

“Switzerland,” added Brigadier von Erlach, “must decide between
Moral Re-Armament and Communism. Moral Re-Armament is the
greatest revolution of our age and time whereby the Cross of Christ
will transform the world. The Cross is the centre of our flag. If
it becomes the centre of our life, Switzerland will be a country
morally rearmed.”

—THE SWISS OBSERVER
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