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MERCER PICNIC PROGRAMME

TARANAKl'S OLDEST RESIDENT DIES

Taranaki's oldest resident, Mr Solomon (Ted) Zinsli,
died in Hawera on December 30th in his 104th year. He

was a veteran of the 1870-71 Franco-Prussian War.

Born in Switzerland on February 28, 1856, Mr Zinsli

came to New Zealand in 1878- Before then he had spent

two years in Germany as a cobbler, and had been in England,
Austria, Italy and Sicily.

He served in the Boer War with the New Zealand

contingent. He came to Taranaki in 1887, moving to Waitara
in 1921 after living at Waverley, Moumahaki and Eltham.

In the Franco-Prussian War, Mr Zinsli served as a

young private in the Prussian 47th Infantry Division. He
is survived by five sons, Harry (Napier), Jim (Hawera),
George (Eltham), Charlie (Whakatane), Bernie (Wellington),

and a daughter, Mrs May Anderson (Pahiatua).

"Ted," as the Swiss people very affectionately called him,

was a Swiss with all his heart. Only two years ago, when

I saw him at the Swiss Social Club 1st August Celebration

in Kaponga, he looked fitter than many a man half his age.
After his reply to a toast to his health, he sang the Swiss

seng "Ich bin ein Schweizerknabe and habe die Heimat lieb"

(I am a Swiss Boy and I love my Fatherland). Well, dear

Ted, the love is mutual, the old Fatherland loves sons like

you, too.
To his relatives we extend our sincerest sympathy.

—W.R.

MRS J. C. SCHUMACHER
SPRINGDALE

Wilhelmina Katrina Uttinger came to New Zealand in

February, 1913, with the intention of marrying her boyfriend,
Joseph Carl Schumacher, who preceded her to this country
by some two years. The couple married on April 14th, 1913,

in Kaponga. They started farming on their own account
and eventually became the proud owners of a farm on Cheal

Road, Ngaere. The happy marriage was blessed with one

son and two daughters—Mina, now Mrs Joe Arnett, Spring-
dale, and Rosa, Mrs Charles Steiner, also of Springdale.
Their son died in 1947 and Mr Schumacher in 1951. Mrs
Schumacher decided to live in Springdale on her son-in-law's
residence where she kept her own cottage. She loved it there

very much amongst her growing number of grandchildren,
but all the time she could not forget Taranaki with its

unique Mount Egmont which reminded her constantly of
Switzerland, and from time to time took occasional trips to
see her relatives and friends there. Mrs Schumacher was a

very keen supporter of the Hamilton Swiss Club and not

many of its functions passed without her presence. We will
miss her very much. —W.R.

From Taranaki comes the sad news of the passing of

two members of long standing of this Society: Mr Emil
Schicker, 42 Vogel Street, Hawera; and Alois Nolly, Sole

Road, Ngaere. Obituaries in next month's "Helvetia."

SUNDAY, the
31st January, 1960

10 a.m.

WAIKATO
RIVER BANKS

MERCER

SONNTAG, den

31. Januar 1960

10 Uhr

WAIKATO
STROM - UFER

MERCER
Orchester: A. Meier and

C. Rikkenbach.

Schiessen: E. Studer.

Kegelbahn: J. Villiger
Steinstossen: W. Risi and

Charly Ding-
Kinderspiele: J. Steiner.

Schwingen: W. Risi and

Charly Ding.
"Fischen": A. Binder,

EINIGE SCHONE
PREISE

Orchestra: A. Meier and

C Rikkenbach.

Shooting: E. Studer.

Nine-pins: J. Villiger.
Putting the Stone: W. Risi

and Charly Ding.
Children's Games: J. Steiner

Swiss Wrestling: W. Risi
and Charly Ding.

"Fishing": A. Binder.

SEVERAL NICE
PRIZES

and the lady with the best genuine "Tracht" will
also win a prize

REFRESHMENTS
by the well-known Mercer Picnic service (Mrs Risi, Mrs

Flirzel, J. Arnet, and others probably. Swiss specialties.

— Hot Water —

Attention:

1 It's a Picnic for any Swiss or friends of Swiss. Please

inform and invite any person who might show interest.

2 Protective lotions against sand flies could be useful.

3 In case of bad weather the Picnic will not be cancelled -

We have the Mercer Hall at our disposal.

Come and have a happy informal day with us all

of the

AUCKLAND & WAIKATO SWISS CLUBS

AUCKLAND SWISS CLUB

Owing to the Picnic in Mercer on the last Sunday in

January, there will be no club evening in February. The

next meeting will be held on the first Tuesday in March and

we will have some big surprises for you. There is also to be

a farewell party for the retiring President, who is leaving
for Switzerland and the Olympic Games—isn't he lucky?

TARANAKI SWISS CLUB

The Taranaki Swiss Social Club Picnic will be held in

Te Ngutu Park on Sunday, February 14th, 1960. Be sure

not to miss the unique annual event.
Outside Taranaki visitors most welcome.
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