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2 HELVETIA

December, 1954.

B I

of time worked in factories, from 48 to 44 hours
per week. This Initiative, contrary to what one
might have expected, is meeting with a miti-
gated approval, even on the part of the Trade
Unions. Mr. Steiner, a National Councillor and
President of the Federation of Swiss Trade
Unions, expresses his opinion on this subject in
the -journal “La Lutte Syndicale.” He considers
that a reduction in working hours would only
prove to be a social benefit if it were possible
to carry it out without any loss in earnings,
and if it would not hamper any future improve-
ment in wages. Moreover, the moment for such
action would appear tc have been badly chosen.
it is of primary importance that Switzerland
chould be in a position to defend her place on the
world markets, and in order to be able to do so
it is necessary for her to shorten delays in de-
liveries, which are apt to be prejudicial to her
interests. At the present time, there are more
than 100,000 foreign workers employed in this
country and anyv reduction in working hours
would result in this number being increased.

My. Steiner raises another argument. In his
article, he writes that in a great many branches
of commerce and of trade, and more especially
in that of agriculture, the wage-earners are en-
gaged in their work for more than 48 hours; this
explains, by the way, why there is such a flight
of man-power from the land, towards the urban
centres. Omne must not, therefore, only think
of the workers in industry, where the 48-hour
week is established by law.

SWISS CHEMIST REVOLUTIONIZES
THE IRAK ECONCMY

An idea born in the mind of a Swiss chemist
is now proceeding to revolutionise the date-grow-
ing economy of Irak. This country, which is
the greatest date producer in the world,
frequently finds itself faced with the painful
problem of over-production. This situation,
which has been causing anxiety for some time
past, both to the authorities and to the manage-
ment of the great fruit-growing company, the
Date Association, aroused the attention of Mr.
Mohrler, a Swiss professor of chemistry and head
of the UNESCO’s Mission for Technical Aid, in
Irak, who discovered that while, on the one hand,
Irak allowed thousands of tons of dates to go
to waste each year, this country, on the other
hand, was obliged to import 80,000 tons of sugar.

Dates, of course, contain 81 per cent. of sugar.
Myr. Mohler, who was formerly the Director of
the Municipal Laboeratory in Zurich, knew all
sbout the research work that had been done in
Switzerland in regard to sugar derived from
{fruits. He also knew that only Switzerland pos-
sessed the necessary refinery installations suit-

- -

able for production on an industrial scale. In
co-operation with the fruit-growing company, he
cespatched three tons of dates to Switzerland
and, a few weeks later, the Swiss laboratories
sent back one tone of liquid date sugar.

This product immediately proved a great suc-
cess in Bagdad, especially among the confec-
tioners, who, in the East, are as important as are
butchers in the West. The date industry has
announced the creation of a first native refinery.
Thus, the initiative of this Swiss chemist has
not only started a new industry in Irak, but it
will also contribute towards the solution of the
distressing problem of date over-production, and,
at the same time, of that pertaining to the
under-nutriticn of the Irak population.

OUR FATHERLAND
(By E.M.)

(Conclusion)

TICINO. (Second part.) To Locarno, which
you reach from Lugano by first retracing to Belli-
zona, a famous church is usually the first sight
to visit: the Madonna del Sasso (or “Our Lady
of the Rock™), perched on a spur of rock, between
two ravines, 500 ft. above the lake. It is easily
reached by a funicular and from the station a
short pathway leads directly to the buildings.
From the sunny terraces is an incomparable
view of the town and across the lovely Lake Mag-
giore.

Locarno is a good deal quieter than Lugano,
but it has nevertheless plenty to offer for visi-
tors. It is only a short way to Ascona, the
famous and most Bohemian of Swiss resorts, with
a good beach and the best golf course in the
canton. Originallv a small fishing village it has
kept its typical Tessin character, in spite of the
large numbers of tourists flocking there annu-
ally. From Ascona, it is only a further step to
Ronco, a charming and very picturesque village
perched high up the hill, overlooking lake and
the road leading to Brissago, the frontier town,
well known to all Swiss for its famous cigar.
And the same road leads to Stresa in Italy, where
it is easy to visit the two lovely islands of Bella
Isola and Isola Madre.

From Locarno one may visit the loveliest val-
ley in the canton, the Maggia. A train runs to
Bignasco—one of those small trains that seem
to wander absent-mindedly through the streets,
like a tram, until the suburbs are reached—and
from Bignasco mounts the Val Luavizzara, the
line more and more winding, until reaching the
terminus of Fusio. If anyone wished to know
what kind of village the people of 300 years ago
beheld, go to Fusio and you will find an almost
untouched specimen there.
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