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sents, due to its romantic and natural surround-
ings, a most impressive picture. A spring flows
down one side of the rock, gathering in a pool,
filled with lilies and water grasses, at the base.
In a recess occupying the centre of this cliff
lies the lion, pierced by a broken lance, but still
protecting the Burbon shield with its right paw.
Its facial expression is most realistic.

The glacier gardens, with the strangely grooved
and hollowed bed of a prehistoric glacier, was ac-
cidentally discovered very close to the centre of
the city. It is a curiosity and worth a visit, made
more attractive still, by getting completely lost
in the “Labyrinth” built for the benefit of visi-
tors.

The great American poet, Mark Twain, has left
us one of the finest descriptions of Lucerne and
its lake: “Lucerne is a charming place. It begins
at the water’s edge, with a fringe of hotels and
scrambles up and spreads itself over two or three
sharp hills in a crowded, disorderly but pictur-
esque way, offering to the eye a heaped up con-
fusion of red rooftops, quaint gables, dormer win-
dows, toothpick steeples, here and there a bit of
ancient embattled wall bending itself over the
ridges, and here and there an old square tower of
heavy masonry. The lake front is walled -with
masonry like a pier, and has a railing to keep
people from walking overboard. All day long
the vehicles dash along the avenue, and nurses,
children, and tourists sit in the shade of the chest-
nut trees, or lean on the railing and watch the
schools of fish darting about in the clear water,
or gaze out over the lake at the stately border
of snow-hooded mountain peaks. Pleasure steam-
ers, black with people, are coming and going
all the time; and everywhere one sees young girls
and men paddling about in fanciful row boats,
or skimming along by the help of sails when
there is any wind. The front rooms of the hotels
have little railed balconies, where one may take
his private luncheon in calm, cool comfort, and
look down upon this busy and pretty scene and
enjoy it without having to do any of the work
connected with it. The commerce of Lucerne
consists mainly of the souvenir sort; the shops
are packed with Alpine crystals, photographs of
scenery and wooden and ivory carvings. I will
not conceal the fact that miniature figcures of the
Lion of Lucerne are offered by the millions. There
is a subtle something about the majestic pathos
of the original which copyists unfortunately can-
not reproduce. FEven the sun fails to get it; both
the photographer and the carver give you a dving
lion and that it all.”

In the last twenty to thirty years, Lucerne
has endeavoured, and with marked success, to
present cultural treasures to visitors as well as
their own citizens. Its brilliant musical festivals
and popular art exhibitions have achieved inter-
national success. Lucerne is also well known

for its sports events and traditional popular
festivals.
(To be continued)

ZURICH AND ITS MUSEUMS
(Continued from August issue)

Zurich is thus youthful and modern in appear-
ance, but the visitor to whom things historical
appeal will find in the two picturesque old quar-
ters along either bank of the river Limmat many
a medieval building worthy of his interest, vener-
able churches and the superb guild-houses dating
from the eighteenth century. In the

Swiss National Museum,

which affords, with its priceless collections, a
general survey of the cultural development of
Switzerland from the Stone Age to the end of
the eighteenth century, he will be able to examine
the external influences—either from the north or
from the south—which have been exercised on the
oldest works of art discovered in Switzerland.
The prehistoric collections, of which that devoted
to the Lake-dwelling Age is the richest in ex-
istence, include amongst their exhibits the cele-
brated sacred goblet of Zurich, which dates from
the eighth century B.C. and, made of pure gold
and weighing two pounds, forms a unique piece
of its kind. The room in which the altars,
sculpture, paintings and ecclesiastical antiquities
from the Carolingian period (ninth century) to
the Renaissance (thirteenth century) are ar-
ranged is altogether remarkable. Besides a fine
series of display rooms and historic interiors
illustrating five centuries of history, the National
Museum also possseses a magnificent collection of
stained glass, antique Swiss furniture, tiled stoves
of great beauty, as well as artistic curios difficult
to find elsewhere, as for example the beautifully
carved racing-sledges of the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries.

GILBERT BAUR.

THE NEW LAW ON SWISS
CITIZENSHIP

Some important points resulting from this law,
which came into force on January 1st, 1953, are
the following:—

(a) Loss of Swiss Citizenship Through Marriage
(Section 9).

A Swiss woman loses the Swiss citizenship
through marriage with an alien if she acquires
through the marriage the nationality of her hus-
band, or if she already possesses it, and unless
she makes a written declaration stating that she
wishes to retain the Swiss citizenship. In the
event that a fiancee residing in New Zealand
wants to sign such a Declaration, she has to send
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