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HELVETIA

1952.

December,

GREETINGS FROM THE CONSUL

The Consul and Mrs. Blanchard send to all com-
patriots their warmest greetings for Christmas and sin-
cere good wishes for the New Year.
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NEWS FROM SWITZERLAND

Swiss Gymnasts at Olympic Games. i

Swiss gymnasts did well at the vecent Olympic
Games at Helsinki by carrying off a total of 34 medals
—11 gold 15 silver and eight bronze. Totals for other
countries included Finland, 19; Czechoslovakia, 16; and
Italy and Germany, 12 each. In the compulsory events
Switzerland came second with 281.85 points. First
was Russia with 284.35 points, and others in the first
four were Finland (280.45) and Germany (279.30).
Switzerland’s Stalder gained the best individual result
with 57.15 points. Behind him came three Russian
athletes, the first two of which gained 57.00 points
each, and a Czech athlete who had the same number of
points (56.60) as another Swiss, Tschabold.

In the optional events Russian gymnasts were in
the lead, and were awarded a total of 574.40 points.
Switzerland came second with 567.55, followed by Fin-
land and Germany. In individual results two Russians
took the lead, while three Swiss took third, fifth and
eighth places.

One of the Swiss gymnasts, Walter Lehmann, a
world champion, was injured during training and could
not take part in the Games.

Swiss gymnasts have a proud and distinguished
Olympic record. At Amsterdam in 1928 their team
came first, and was placed second at Berlin in 1936 and
at London in 1948. Switzerland was awarded third
place at Paris in 1924,

Switzerland’s star marksman, Auguste Hollenstein,
won a world record at the world Shooting Champion-
ships at Oslo last month. The final result showed
Hollenstein first with 1123 points (in three positions—
standing 359, kneeling 376 and lying 388). Taitto (Fin-
land) was second with 1121 points, and Robert Burchler
(Switzerland) third with 1121 points.

Result in order of countries were: 1. Switzerland,
5540 points (individual figures—Hollenstein 1123 (world
record), Burchler 1121, Horber 1108, Huber 1099, and
Grunig 1089; 2. Sweden, 5489 points; 3. Finland, 5481
points; 4. Norway, 5410 points; 5. United States, 5405
points; 6. Yugoslavia, 5343 points; 7. Argentine, 5304
points; 8. Denmark, 5195 points; 9. Egypt, 4943 points.

The Jungfrau Railway.

On Switzerland’s National Day 40 years ago—
August 1st, 1912—a simple ceremony took place to
mark the opening of the Jungfraujoch railway station,
the highest in Europe. The entire Jungfrau railway
was built between 1896 and 1912 and opened by stages.
The Kleine Scheidegg-HEigergletscher section was in-
augurated in 1898, followed by Rotstock in 1899, Higer-
wand in 1903, Eismeer in 1905 and Jungfraujoch in 1912.
The hard struggle against the rock produced untold diffi-
culties, for the whole of the line between Eigergletscher
and Jungfraujoch passed through a five-mile long tunnel
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