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4 HELVETIA

October, 1951.

EMPLOYMENT IN MAY.

The Labour Exchanges registered only 1501 totally
unemployed people, as compared with 1800 in April
and 5880 a year ago. On the other hand there are
over 7000 vacancies waiting to be filled, so that many
branches of industry are again faced with a labour
shortage. Most wanted are building operatives, domestic
servants, hotel staff, farm hands and metal workers.

It is reported from Switzerland that in the course
of debating the new Agricultural Economy Act the
proposal was made that a general insurance against
natural catastrophes should be introduced. The Federal
Council agreed to look into the matter. The scheme would
be carried out on a Cantonal basis but with some
Federal subvention.

Pursuing its defence measures, the Swiss Federal
Gevernment has adopted a decree which has to be
sanctioned by Parliament, concerning the building of
air-raid shelters in new blocks of houses in communes
of more than 2000 inhabitants. The Confederation is
to contribute 10 per cent. and the communes 20 per
cent, for these shelters, which will involve the Con-
federation in the expenditure of £44,250,000.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Society’s annual general meeting shall be held
on Wednesday, October 31st, at approximately 8 o’clock,
in Auckland. As last year, the meeting will be held at
the secretary’s office, Achilles House, 47 Customs Street
East, top floor (next block to John Burns, Ltd.).

The order of business at the meeting includes: Pre-
sentation of balance-sheet, election of committee, and
general discussion.

We cordially invite all members in Auckland and sur-
rounding districts to attend.

The annual SUBSCRIPTION fee for the year 1951-
52 is due again, and you are all requested to remit your
contributions to the Secretary or to your district collec-
tion agents:

Swiss Consulate, P.O. Box 386, Wellington, for Wel-
lington Province.

Mr. John Steiner, Eastport Road, Waihou, for Wai-
kato Province.

Mzi. C. Gebert, P.O., Opotiki, for Bay of Plenty Pro-

vince.

My, J. Schumacher, Monmouth Road, Stratford, for
Taranaki Province.

At the closing date of our annual balance, Septem-
ber 30th, we find that approximately 20 members failed
to pay their 1950-51 subseription. All these com-
patriots have been members for many years and loyally
supported the Society and we are certain that this matter
has simply been overlooked. We request these friends
to remit the small fee outstanding as quickly as ever
possible.

NOTICES

In 1947, the Swiss people voted the introduction of
a general Old-age, Widows’ and Orphans’ Insurance. This
insurance, which is compulsory for the inhabitants of
Switzerland, is also available to Swiss living abroad
who wish to participate.

A maximum age limit of 30 years is set for admission.
However, exception was made for the first year after
the Act came into force, when persons up to 65 years of
age could enrol. That time limit for joining the social
insurance for these Swiss citizens (also for “dual na-
tionals” or “Doppelburger”) residing abroad who were
born between July 1st, 1883, and December 31st, 1920,
has reeently been extended to the end of 1951. After
December 31st, 1951, no applications from persons born
on or before December 31st, 1921, can be taken into
consideration. This affords a unique opportunity, particu-
larly to elderly people not born prior to July 1st, 1883,
to participate in the Swiss Social Security Scheme. A
stipulation for admission is that the registration of the
citizen with the Consulate is in order.

The annual premiums, which are payable until the
age of 65 years, are to be assessed and paid with retro-
active effect from January 1st, 1948. Persons gainfully
occupied are liable to contribute 4 per cent. of their
income in cash and in kind. The contributions of persons
not gainfully occupied are levied according to the fortune
and income from life annuities.

The Old-age pensions are paid out to single persons
from the age of 65 years onwards, and in the case of
married couples, to the husband from the age of 65
vears, and to the wife from 60 years. Persons who have
reached the age of 65 years, between July 1st, 1948, and
June 30th, 1951, may now request the Old-age Pension. In
such cases their contributions due will be deducted from
their pension. The amount of the pension depends on the
sum total of the contributions paid and on the number
of years for which contributions have been made. Only
those who have been contributing for at least 20 years
will receive the full pension, which will vary according
to payments effected, from Sfr.480 to Sfr 1,500 annually
for single persons, and Sfr.770 to Sfr. 2,400 for married
couples. The minimum pension is paid after an average
contribution of Sfr.30 or less annually; the maximum pen-
sion after an average contribution of Sfr.300 or more
annually. The amount of the single orphan’s pension
varies from Sfr.145 to Sfr. 860 a year, and the pen-
sion of an orphan who has lost both parents varies from
Sfr. 215 to Sfr. 540 per annum. The amount of a widow’s
pension depends on various factors.

In the event that you are interested in joining the
insurance and desire more information, please contact
the Consulate of Switzerland, P.O. Box 386, Wellington:
the sooner the better.

Persons knowing the present whereabouts of
MR. PAUL MULLER,

who emigrated from Steinhausen, Ct. of Zug, in the
yvear 1904 and later resided in Taranaki, are kindly
asked to communicate with the Consulate of Switzerland,
P.O. Box 386, Wellington.

MR. FRANK IMHOF,
42 Vogel Street,
HAWERA.
Is Agent of the
SOUTHERN CROSS ASSURANCE CO., LTD.

CORRESPONDENCE:
Secretary,

Please address to the
MR. E. MERZ,
P.0. Box 85, Auckland.
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