
Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 16 (1951)

Heft: [9]

Artikel: Swiss farming [continued]

Autor: [s.n.]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942735

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 08.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942735
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


October, 1951. HELVETIA 3

The tour was a huge success and was a topic of
conversation for years. So successful was it, in fact,
that people began to call the Manchester Touring Club
the "Matrimonial Bureau."

The writer of the tour's log observed: "The title
was fully justified. Can it be denied that opportunities
for arriving at a closer intimacy with others of the party
did not occur daily? And were not many of the
"unattached" ones on the look-out for whatever contingencies
might occur.? And as a result was not the Tour a success
in many other ways Oh yes."

SWISS FARMING

Forms of Settlements.—The settlements of rural
population in Switzerland consists of individual
farmsteads, hamlets and. villages. There are no rural townships

such as may be found in southern Italy, for
instance. In other terms, there are no towns inhabited by
farmers. On the other hand, there are no large-size
holdings. The influence of the traditional ways of life
and the principals held by the first settlers have been
responsible in a greater measure than nature was for
the distribution of individual homesteads and villages.
In this connection, a pronounced tendency towards
continuity has been noticeable. The peasant settler is
conservative; sons remain on the site where their fathers had
established their settlements. The lay-out in the
distribution of land and buildings is often a clue to the history
of a people's past. The Celts and the Romans gave
preference to the individual homestead; the Alemanni
to village settlements. Once established, a village seldom
vanished. Individual homesteads and hamlets were given
preference where plots of forest had been converted into
arable land in the neighbourhood of ancient settlements.
As a rule, compact sections of peoples advancing in common

gave origin of villages. Both in the Swiss Midlands
and the Alpine regions the massed villages prevail. Ribbon
villages developed along connecting roads as an
outcome of expanding traffic. Individual homesteads located
round about villages were generally established at a
later epoch. Endeavours are being made in connection
with the present-day consolidation of farms to rationalise

the distribution of land by establishing a certain
number of individual farmsteads.

Size of Farms.—Only 2,675 out of the 238,481 farms
recorded in 1939 comprised more than 74 acres (30
hectares) of agricultural land. The small number of large-
size farms are principally owned by public corporations
or by the State; some of these holders own grazings or
forests in high altitudes.

The majority of farms of less than 7.4 acres (3
hectares) are in need of income from sidelines if a
family is to afford its living on the farm. This category

accounts for not less than 10 per cent, of all
agricultural holdings. It points to the close connection
existing between a large part of the peasant population
on the one hand, and industry and crafts on the other,
many peasants being industrial workers, in part also
industrial owners. Rural home workers or industrial workers

living on farms constitute a welcome reserve for a
number of our industries in times of economic fluctuations.
Farms measuring 7.4 to 12.35 acres (3 to 5 hectares)
may be termed smallholdings proper. The best and
most progressive farms are to be found in the group
of the intermediate-size holdings measuring approximately

12i to 74 acres.

Land Improvements.—The oldest of the more
important joint works of land improvement in Switzerland
are the "Bisses" in the Canton of Valais, and the
irrigated meadows. While the latter decreased since the
introduction of the ley farming and improved meadow

manuring the "Bisses" have been preserved and in
many cases improved. These open aqueducts convey water
from the glaciers high up in the mountains down into
the valleys, sometimes bridging crevices or leading along
rocky faces. The water is used in the valleys to irrigate
cultivations suffering from drought in summer time.

Drainage installations were at first built by the
farmers themselves using fascines and building low
embankments in stonework. Such installations are in use
in the alps to this day. In the valleys use is made almost
exclusively of pipe-system drainage installations, generally

jointly owned plants of more consequence.
The consolidation of farms has enjoyed increasing

importance, particularly in the three field rotation regions,
as also in the alpine valleys of the south, especially in
the Ticino and the Valais, where intense parcelling of
the land still obtains in many places. In the mountains
the building of ways, ropeways, stables, manure depots
and aqueducts for drinking water has been of great
importance.

As a result of the Federal decree of 1884,
concerning the furtherance of agriculture land improvement

has recorded a powerful development. The
Confederation, the Cantons, and in many instances also
municipalities and corporations contribute funds. Many
cantons employ official reclamation engineers, and the
Confederation set up a special section for land
improvements attached to the Federal Institute of
Technology at Zurich.

Reclamation made a very remarkable advance during
the last war, and large areas of woodland were turned
into cultivable land.

Buildings.—The conservative trend of the agricultural
population finds its expression also in their buildings.
Traditional architecture has been preserved through the
centuries both in the plains and also in the mountain
regions. Craftsmen kept the old-time installations and
forms giving vent, generally, also to a pronounced liking
for style and beauty. When, at the end of the nineteenth
century, architects and contractors in the towns began
to concern themselves with buildings on the land
agricultural building experienced a serious danger. Many
ugly new-fashioned structures may be found to this day
in various parts spoiling the countryside.

A special agricultural building office was set up by
the Swiss Farmers' Union in 1917. It controls the building

of convenient new structures, and enhanced endeavours

are made with a view to combining aesthetic
improvements with traditional architectural forms. Buildings

erected by that office have had a strong influence,
and have a stimulating effect on the work of other
architects and builders.

The income of the Swiss people in 1950 was 17.4
billion francs, or almost as much as in the peak
prosperity year of 1948. This sum is 400 million frs. above
the one in 1949. Swiss economists are calculating that
the value of income in 1950 was the biggest in history
because all prices were below those of 1948. The wages
in October, 1950, show an average value including all
type of workers, helpers and journeymen alike, the
following figures: Graphic arts 3.36 frs. an hour (in
1939: 1.85); metal and machine industries 2.53 frs.
(1.36); watch industry 3.01 frs. (1.47). It is obvious
that experienced men receive more than this average
and the increases are much higher among the women
employees. Swiss wage earners were never as well off
as they are now.

The Swiss Federal Council has asked Parliament
for a credit to install a trial television transmitter
which would reach about 1,000,000 subscribers from
Zurich.
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EMPLOYMENT IN MAY.
The Labour Exchanges registered only 1501 totally

unemployed people, as compared with 1800 in April
and 5880 a year ago. On the other hand there are
over 7000 vacancies waiting to be filled, so that many
branches of industry are again faced with a labour
shortage. Most wanted are building operatives, domestic
servants, hotel staff, farm hands and metal workers.

It is reported from Switzerland that in the course
of debating the new Agricultural Economy Act the
proposal was made that a general insurance against
natural catastrophes should be introduced. The Federal
Council agreed to look into the matter. The scheme would
be carried out on a Cantonal basis but with some
Federal subvention.

Pursuing its defence measures, the Swiss Federal
Government has adopted a decree which has to be
sanctioned by Parliament, concerning the building of
air-raid shelters in new blocks of houses in communes
of more than 2000 inhabitants. The Confederation is
to contribute 10 per cent, and the communes 20 per
cent, for these shelters, which will involve the
Confederation in the expenditure of £44,250,000.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Society's annual general meeting shall be held
on Wednesday, October 81st, at approximately 8 o'clock,
in Auckland. As last year, the meeting will be held at
the secretary's office, Achilles House, 47 Customs Street
East, top floor (next block to John Burns, Ltd.).

The order of business at the meeting includes:
Presentation of balance-sheet, election of committee, and
general discussion.

We cordially invite all members in Auckland and
surrounding districts to attend.

The annual SUBSCRIPTION fee for the year 1951-
52 is due again, and you are all requested to remit your
contributions to the Secretary or to your district collection

agents:
Swiss Consulate, P.O. Box 386, Wellington, for

Wellington Province.

Mr. John Steiner, Eastport Road, Waihou, for Wai-
kato Province.

Mr. C. Gebert, P.O., Opotiki, for Bay of Plenty
Province.

Mr. J. Schumacher, Monmouth Road, Stratford, for
Taranaki Province.

At the closing date of our annual balance, September
30th, we find that approximately 20 members failed

to pay their 1950-51 subscription. All these
compatriots have been members for many years and loyally
supported the Society and we are certain that this matter
has simply been overlooked. We request these friends
to remit the small fee outstanding as quickly as ever
possible.

N O TI C ES

In 1947, the Swiss people voted the introduction of
a general Old-age, Widows' and Orphans' Insurance. This
insurance, which is compulsory for the inhabitants of
Switzerland, is also available to Swiss living abroad
who wish to participate.

A maximum age limit of 30 years is set for admission.
However, exception was made for the first year after
the Act came into force, when persons up to 65 years of
age could enrol. That time limit for joining the social
insurance for these Swiss citizens (also for "dual
nationals" or "Doppelburger") residing abroad who were
born between July 1st, 1883, and December 31st, 1920,
has reecntly been extended to the end of 1951. After
December 31st, 1951, no applications from persons born
on or before December 31st, 1921, can be taken into
consideration. This affords a unique opportunity, particularly

to elderly people not born prior to July 1st, 1883,
to participate in the Swiss Social Security Scheme. A
stipulation for admission is that the registration of the
citizen with the Consulate is in order.

The annual premiums, which are payable until the
age of 65 years, are to be assessed and paid with
retroactive effect from January 1st, 1948. Persons gainfully
occupied are liable to contribute 4 per cent, of their
income in cash and in kind. The contributions of persons
not gainfully occupied are levied according to the fortune
and income from life annuities.

The Old-age pensions are paid out to single persons
from the age of 65 years onwards, and in the case of
married couples, to the husband from the age of 65
years, and to the wife from 60 years. Persons who have
reached the age of 65 years, between July 1st, 1948, and
June 30th, 1951, may now request the Old-age Pension. In
such cases their contributions due will be deducted from
their pension. The amount of the pension depends on the
sum total of the contributions paid and on the number
of years for which contributions have been made. Only
those who have been contributing for at least 20 years
will receive the full pension, which will vary according
to payments effected, from Sfr.480 to Sfr 1,500 annually
for single persons, and Sfr.770 to Sfr. 2,400 for married
couples. The minimum pension is paid after an average
contribution of Sfr.30 or less annually; the maximum pension

after an average contribution of Sfr.300 or more
annually. The amount of the single orphan's pension
varies from Sfr.145 to Sfr. 360 a year, and the pension

of an orphan who has lost both parents varies from
Sfr. 215 to Sfr. 540 per annum. The amount of a widow's
pension depends on various factors.

In the event that you are interested in joining the
insurance and desire more information, please contact
the Consulate of Switzerland, P.O. Box 386, Wellington;
the sooner the better.

Persons knowing the present whereabouts of
MR. PAUL MÜLLER,

who emigrated from Steinhausen, Ct. of Zug, in the
year 1904 and later resided in Taranaki, are kindly
asked to communicate with the Consulate of Switzerland,
P.O. Box 386, Wellington.

MR. FRANK IMHOF,
42 Vogel Street,

HAWERA.
Is Agent of the

SOUTHERN CROSS ASSURANCE CO., LTD.

CORRESPONDENCE: Please address to the
Secretary,

MR. E. MERZ,
P.O. Box 85, Auckland.

Printed by McKenzie, Thornton, Cooper Ltd., 126 Cuba St., Wellington,
for the Swiss Benevolent Society in New Zealand (Inc.).
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