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Switzerlsnd provides proof of this sstonishing productive
sctivity st the annuel Swiss Industries Feir in Basle where,on
an exhibition ares of roughly 1 million square fect,there are almost
2,300 exhibitors. This mecans thst the Bassle Fair provides the
foreign buyer with & pesnorsmic displsy of the resources of this
little country which maintains extremely sctive commercisl relstions
with the whole world. We cen quote as 8 demonstration of this fact
that Switzerland is bound at present by 56 commercisl tresties with
foreign countries. . .
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ECONOMIC NEGOTIATIONS BETWREEN SWITZERLAND AND GREAT BRITAIN

Economic negotistions heve been teking plsce between
Switzerlasnd and Grest Britsin,first of sll in London,then in Berne,
in order to come to an agreement on the arrengements under which
future exchenges of goods and psyments will be mede with the
sterling sres. An sgreement hes been concluded and details will be
pablished as soon as it hes been signed. The individuel sllowance
for English tourists will remsain unchesnged at BH0, making it
vossible for some 130,000 British tourists to come and spend their
holideys in Switzerland,
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THE THREAT OF UNEMFILCYMENT IS STILL SLIGHT.

The yeasr 1949 showed a slight felling off in the figures for
unemployment, aggravated in Jsnuary end Februsry by en extension of
the winter unemployment period. However, various measures and
circumstances have lessened the effects of this eccnomic deprgssion.
First of ell,as chsnges in the situstion permitted,firms continued
to dismigs their foreign lsbour and engaged only a limited number of
new foreign workers. On the other hend,s grest number of people who
in normal times do not belong to the renks of wege-earners have
agein left the economic circuit, hsving temporarily entered it
guring the post-war boom period. These facts have msde it poss ble
to meintain relstively favourasble conditions in the labour merket.
For every thousand wage-carners,there were five wholly unemployed
in 1949, &s agsinst two in 1948 and thirty~five in 1938.
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It is with grest regret thet we hsve to publish the passing
away of our member, Josef Deniel FELLER, He died of ulcerous
stomach hemorrhege st the Aucklsnd General Hospital.

Mr.Feller came out to New Zesland in the late 'twenties sng
had the misfortune to lose his wife st childbirth in 1933, We find
thet Mr.Feller hed few friends smong the Swiss community, being of
rather shy snd retiring disposition. The Swiss Benevolent Society
was represented at the funersl and s wreath wss donsted.
Mr.Feller's father, sged 86, is living in Bellinzona,snd it will be
28d news for him to hear of his son's sudden desath. We extend our
deepest sympathy. Sy
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NEW ___ MEMBERS

We are very glad to snnounce that the following friends heve
Joined our Society in recent months : ; '

Miss Linea Benz, c/o Dr,Gordon, Page Street, STRATFORD.
H 1"

Mrs. A. Gobubvie STRATFORD,
Rev, H.A.Gould, 7, Andrew Street, NAFIER

Mr. Msx Fuhrer, ¢/~ Dsle Field Co-op. CARTERTCON
Mr., Anton Tresch, c/o Steff Chatesu, : TCNGARIRO

Mr. Nikleus Oetiker, c¢/0 N.Z.Dairy Co.Hostel, )
Matengi ) HAMILTON
Mr. Ernest Friedli, (i (o ESLS do, HAMILTON,
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