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different types of mail, ensble officisls to see at a glance the
noture of the contents. - Exchange bulletins are checked on
entering and lesving s country. Esch ssck weighs 5, 15 or = 30
kilos. Multiplied hy 26, the .figures for 14 deys give the overage
volume of traffic for one year. At the end of the "census': each
country compiles s list of amounts owing to it by other countries
for trensit charges.

Debit snd credit balances are then established by the kuresu
at Berne., Only on rare occasions,however,are cash settlements
made between debtor and creditor States,. the bureau acting es a
sort of cleering house through which accounts are segttled on the
compensstion system. interrational telephone snd csble chnarges are
apportioned much on the snome basis.

ARG LR RIS R RS

SWITZERLAND ,A DESIRABLE CUSTOMER,BUT ALSO A USEFUL SUEPLIER.

The position which Switzerlend occupies smongst the nations
as regerds the exchenge of goods between different countries never
feils to surprise in compsrison with the smell size of the country.
Compared with the figure of ' the populationh, the extent of the
commercial transactions corried out by Switzerland is only exceeded
by two other smoll countries which,however,esch have quite & lurge
amount of msritime. business: the Netherlonds and Denmsrk.
According to the figures which we hnve been sble to regroup, thg
share of foreign trade (imports snd exports) is in Switzerlend 7%
‘higher per head of populstion then in Great Britein, QCompsred with
France, it is more than 252%, with Itely 6500%, snd with the United
States of America 400% higher, ond we only-quote one or two
countries, :Inispite of: the smallness of its territory,Switzerlcnd
has.egreat density of pobulation with @ very high purchesing powsr
and this mekes it a market particularly worthy of sttention., On the
other hand, this country which hes been able to 2cguire by its work
and its export trade the living space which it lacked, is @
supplier of o very wide variety of gocods which have established a
reputation for first-class quslity. It is,therefore,not surprising
to find thet the Swiss Industries Fair, the most ‘important Trade
Fair,which tokes place each year in Besle,is themmeeting place of
8 large number of foreign buyers.

They shall again find in Basle from the 15th to the 25th April,
8 vast displey of Swiss production in all the best known industrisl
categories: weatchmoking, textile, machinery, electro-technical
goods.,

Industries fairs are,nowadsys,the modern reflexicn of the old-
time markets which were lergely the forerunners of internstionsl
relations. The fairs.of bygone days contributed for centuries to
the prosperity of trasde, hsving crested between merchants an
atmosphere of confidence by the liberslism which they brought to
the exchange of goods. "In a world which is trying to re-establish
this same liberty of exchange, industries fairs have resumed their
0ld mission. ‘Without neglecting in sny way the necessity of
keeping the home market supvlied with goods, they all tend at the
present time to favour internationsl exchanges. The Basle
Industries Fair is no exception. Each year,since the end of the wa!
it hes been the meeting place of thousands of fcreign buyers.
Something like 9,000 of them were counted st the Fair this ysar.
Some people may be surprised to lecarn of the popularity erjoyed by
the Industries Fair in Besle, knowing that it has maintesined a
strictly nationsl charscter 'with regsrd to those who may pasrticipste
in it. Is this circumstence not in contradiction with the libersl
policy followed by Switzerland in the matter of economic exchasnges,
the more so as Switzerlend is closely bound up with other countries
as much by -her imports of essentisl foodstuffs snd raw materials,as
by her exports by which she lives? This contradiction,lscking any
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other justification, can be explained by the industrisl character
of the country. Indeed, this little country,entirely devoid of
natursl riches and consisting largely of land,which,capnot be
cultivated, has had to devote itself to manufecturing industries
demending e .nhigh degree of skill. Swiss production is reputed
throughout the world, and it is its wide variety in every category
which ensures the universslity of the Industries Fair in Basle.
This menifestation,the most importsent in the country,provides a
panorama of Swiss production which is 211 the more faithfu} in thet
it does not arise from sny fereign-produced gocods brought in to
enhance the Fair's sttrsction. The part plsyed by Fairs is,on the
one hand,to bring together sufficient offers to satisfy the
visitors' need for information snd,on the other hend, to attract
to the menifestation s number of interested buyers sufficient to
make it worth while for'both psrties to come together. It is by
this pley of supply and demand thet fairs menage to arouse
favourable competition, and the Bssle Industries Fsir has been
upremittingly playing this part for msny yesrs psst. The
applicstions already received make it possible to give the
assuronce thet the 1950 Pair will provide o carefully classified
and homogeneous display of Swiss production: watchmaking,maochincry,
textiles, electro-technical goods. Buysrs, assured of finding in
Basle a first-cless source of infermgtion, will come faithfully to
the rendezv- s - given them by the Manegement of the Fsir, from the
15th to the 25th April,;1950.
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A EANORAMIC TISELAY OF SWITZERLAND HARD AT WORK.

Within the family of the nations, Switzerlsnd occupiss a
unique position based ~ as proclaimed by the Council of the League
of Nations in 1920 - on a tradition of seversl centuries.

This country which,since the defest it experienced at Merignen
in the 16th century, renounced of its own free will any expsnsionist
intentions, found itself obliged to develop its industry end,
consequently,its trade,if it was to enasble its steadily growing
populetion to secure an existence. Switzerland,for which the ides
of neutrslity is s state maxim,hss zlwsys consistently menifested
8 major interest in the liberty of the exchange of goods betwsen
the various nations. 2

On the occasion of & recent investigstion mades by the UNESCOC,
Switzerlend was sble to show that,of 91l the countries consulted,
it wes perhaps the most liberal,seceing thet hardly 7% of its
imports sre still subjected to gusntitative restrictions. Its
Customs Teriff,of which the sveroge 8d valorem rate of duty is 8%,
is one of the lowest in Burope. THis policy is dictated by the
requirements of Switzerlend's population which are necessary to
its existence. Recent celculations have shown thet Switzerlsnd's
population would be 131% too numerocus to be able,under s self-
sufficing system, to mect 2ll its own requirements. In the ssme
line of thought, it is essy to understend thst Swiss products have
been able to obtain a secure footing on foreign markets by the
excellent quality of the work, which makes up for the unfeavourable
prodgction conditions, seeing that this country is almost totelly
@ev01d of rew materisls. It is from the sale of slmost 1/3 of its
industrisl production that Switzerland derives the purchasing power
hecessory to obtein in return sll those goods in the distribution
of which Nature has been so niggordly towsards this country.

The foregoing remsrks revesl what an attrsctive msrket Switzer-
land is for world trade in spite of the smallness of its territory,
ond why it has become in the first instance sn industrisl country.
IP hgs peen estimoted that,before the War,out of = populction of
L% million s inhsbitants, round about L5% of those who exercise o
trade sre engsnged in industry or es creftomen,o proportion which
is only excesded in Belgium snd Great Britein,
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