Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand
Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 15 (1950)

Heft: 6

Artikel: Switzerland, a desirable customer, but also a useful supplier
Autor: [s.n]

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942516

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 21.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942516
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

=

different types of mail, ensble officisls to see at a glance the
noture of the contents. - Exchange bulletins are checked on
entering and lesving s country. Esch ssck weighs 5, 15 or = 30
kilos. Multiplied hy 26, the .figures for 14 deys give the overage
volume of traffic for one year. At the end of the "census': each
country compiles s list of amounts owing to it by other countries
for trensit charges.

Debit snd credit balances are then established by the kuresu
at Berne., Only on rare occasions,however,are cash settlements
made between debtor and creditor States,. the bureau acting es a
sort of cleering house through which accounts are segttled on the
compensstion system. interrational telephone snd csble chnarges are
apportioned much on the snome basis.
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SWITZERLAND ,A DESIRABLE CUSTOMER,BUT ALSO A USEFUL SUEPLIER.

The position which Switzerlend occupies smongst the nations
as regerds the exchenge of goods between different countries never
feils to surprise in compsrison with the smell size of the country.
Compared with the figure of ' the populationh, the extent of the
commercial transactions corried out by Switzerland is only exceeded
by two other smoll countries which,however,esch have quite & lurge
amount of msritime. business: the Netherlonds and Denmsrk.
According to the figures which we hnve been sble to regroup, thg
share of foreign trade (imports snd exports) is in Switzerlend 7%
‘higher per head of populstion then in Great Britein, QCompsred with
France, it is more than 252%, with Itely 6500%, snd with the United
States of America 400% higher, ond we only-quote one or two
countries, :Inispite of: the smallness of its territory,Switzerlcnd
has.egreat density of pobulation with @ very high purchesing powsr
and this mekes it a market particularly worthy of sttention., On the
other hand, this country which hes been able to 2cguire by its work
and its export trade the living space which it lacked, is @
supplier of o very wide variety of gocods which have established a
reputation for first-class quslity. It is,therefore,not surprising
to find thet the Swiss Industries Fair, the most ‘important Trade
Fair,which tokes place each year in Besle,is themmeeting place of
8 large number of foreign buyers.

They shall again find in Basle from the 15th to the 25th April,
8 vast displey of Swiss production in all the best known industrisl
categories: weatchmoking, textile, machinery, electro-technical
goods.,

Industries fairs are,nowadsys,the modern reflexicn of the old-
time markets which were lergely the forerunners of internstionsl
relations. The fairs.of bygone days contributed for centuries to
the prosperity of trasde, hsving crested between merchants an
atmosphere of confidence by the liberslism which they brought to
the exchange of goods. "In a world which is trying to re-establish
this same liberty of exchange, industries fairs have resumed their
0ld mission. ‘Without neglecting in sny way the necessity of
keeping the home market supvlied with goods, they all tend at the
present time to favour internationsl exchanges. The Basle
Industries Fair is no exception. Each year,since the end of the wa!
it hes been the meeting place of thousands of fcreign buyers.
Something like 9,000 of them were counted st the Fair this ysar.
Some people may be surprised to lecarn of the popularity erjoyed by
the Industries Fair in Besle, knowing that it has maintesined a
strictly nationsl charscter 'with regsrd to those who may pasrticipste
in it. Is this circumstence not in contradiction with the libersl
policy followed by Switzerland in the matter of economic exchasnges,
the more so as Switzerlend is closely bound up with other countries
as much by -her imports of essentisl foodstuffs snd raw materials,as
by her exports by which she lives? This contradiction,lscking any
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