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A PANORAMIC DISPLAY OF SWITZERLAND HARD AT VIORK.

Withir she o he nations, Switzerland occupies a unique
position based - as proclaimed by the COJ‘LlL of the League of Natlons
in 1920 -~ en i btradibtion-ofl-several cenburies

This country which, since the defeat it experienced at Marignan
in the k6th ccentury ;. renouncediroflits sowf ree will any i ;
intentions, found itself obliged to develop its industry M“u, conse-
guently, its trade, if it was to enable its steadily growing populat-
ion to secure an existence. Switzerland, for which the idea of new-
trality is -a state maxim, has always con31“Lont ly nmanifested a major
interest in the liberty of the exchange of goods between the various
nations,

O the oceasion iof o -recent iavestigat ton 'made by the UNESCO
Swituerlond was able to show that, of all the counbtries consulted,
iti-was perhaps ithe ¢ mosti 1iberdl , seeing thatithardly 70 foiiis v
imports are suill subjectad to ouantltatlve restrlotlons, Its Custor
Teriff, of Which the average ad valorem rate of duty is 8% fo)
the lowcst in Burope, This nolicy ds dicta trd by the requiremendc
Switzerland's population which are necessa to 1its c;iotunce° Rocent
calculations have shown that Switzerland's population would be 131%
toormumerous to be able, under a self-sufficing system, to meest all
its own requirements.:i In the same’ line oft thought, it is easyito
understand that Swiss products have been able to obtain a cure footing
on fereign markebs byithe: exeelilent: ghality: ofsthe wora, which makes
up for: the unfavourable production conditions; seeing that this country
is almost totally devoid:ef:raw haterials.qc Itsisifrony the saled of
almost 1/3 of its industrial production that Swibtzerland derives the
purchasing power necessary to obtain in/'return all those 'goods in th
distribution of which nature has besn so niz rgardly towards this country.
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The forggoing remarks rceveal what an attractive market Switzsrlund
is for werld trade in spite of the smallress of its territory, and why
it-hag become:in the: firgt instance: an-industrial.country. It b s been
estimated that, before the W“r out¢ of«aipopulation.of 4omidli
1nhab1tqnt~, round about 45% o_ those-whoiexercigeia trade arb bag
in industry or as cr;Lbuubn, a proportion which is only excemded in
Boleiun and Yroub Brpigain,

Switzerland provides proof of this astonLuhlqg productive activity
at the Annual Swiss Industries Foir irn Basle a;urv, on an exhibition
ares of rouchly 1 million Sguare feat, therp are almost. 2,300 exiibitors.,

This weans bthab the Busle Fair provides 'the foreign buyer with a
panoramic display of the resources of this little country which maintains
extremely active -commercial relations-with ‘the whole world. We cun

gquote astavdemonstration of* this fact that Suitzerland .is bound. at present
by’ B6 commercial ‘treaties with foréign countries. ®

The pext Swiss Trndustries Eair 1n Basle, which will take -place.from
the «15th to the 25th April, 1950 is already assured of the participat-
ion of a satisfactorily le rgb number of exhibitors.

WINTER SESSION OF FEDERAL PARLIAMENT

n December 5th the two Chambers of the Swiss Parliamer nt started
thel?r ‘erdinary-Wiliter Segslon. 14 Lhe Nevionsl Council the Socialish
Schmid from Solothurn was elected President, and Pini, Liber: LVuQTA,
vice Presidenbe
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In the State Council the Representative of the Cunton of
Solothurn, Dr, ‘P, Haeflin, Liberal, was elected President and Egli
from Lucerne, Vicc President,  For the first time Federal Counclllor
Petitpierre tho Swiss Foreign Minister was elected President to the
Swiss Confederation.

48 Vice-President, Federal Courcillor von Steiger once again
takes over office,
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