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NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE OF M, MAX '”TITﬁIERRE
PRESIDENT OF SWISS CONFEDARALION.

There is no interruption betwecn the end and the beginning
of a year and still it scems as if time 'is. stopping botween the ﬂaot
which ;is over and the futurc which is tio come. New Yoar's DayP Yt er
fore, is a day for good wishcs and congratulations - a day ‘which
points to the futurc,

Many -of wyowr are undted inoyour ofemily cirele; ‘others “dre on
their own, ill, or far avay from their people. Still further away arc
the Sulss abroad sitting by their radios listoning to tho voice of the
Homeland.. In my thouchts T wiiv with you all, whether known to me
porsopallj or not. I am one of you to whom, for a limited period,d
certain task has becen given in the intcerests of the commnunity.

It is usuul that as my predccessors have done, I send a messago
G5 ol ==L oy Wesitant < TﬁlJ Ldout bhidlsreartyou hear-of ‘Dol ities, -,
you read papers full of news and political opinions. This day should
bc a day of rccollection., I do not like to speak of past, of possible

or likely difficulties. . Thcre will be timce. tomorrow to oonsi@cx themn,

Before ‘my ‘eyes I hive tiig whole of SwuitzerTand orizons
closed by mountains, bordered by the water of their lake eir
rivers, the oountry to which nature has given such a beautiful face,
the oountly which is small cnough that onc is able to know it entirely,
in ‘all its regions, with all its pcople and' inhabitants who make the

ensemble ©of the " nation.
Lg is‘mot through ‘coincidenece that this Ciunmtry is T ig
today.It is tho fruit of the long and stcady will which formed itself

through centurics around the idea - frecdom, It did not develop by
itself ,. there were btrugﬁlcs and opposition which could have bcecen dcadly
becausc somo pecople were from the town, others from tho country, and
because not all honoured God in thc same way. However, through all the
risks frecdom finally emcrged victoriously and when it was assured for
all-alike: pecace/ resulted,

Today the problem of ncace fills our minds with concern. It i's
everywherc and in every domain. We hove learnt that real peace is not
just the abscnce of warfare but that it demands a certain order which
is not based on force or power, but on the acceptancc of it By el For
which it should stand.,

Interselly there is peacc in our country. Favcursble conditions
have permitted it to develop during the past few VOﬂru. Inceoendence
of the country, guarded by a unanimous effort, a Spect’ for diversitl
a fundgmental of our unity, the will to reduce opp031tlon by arrdnﬂczont
& form which appecases rosentments, finally the eagerness to work and a
productive activity throughout assured to everyoane, all this has
maintained our intcrnal peace, to which we owe that we can look with
confidonce to the future and preparc for the difficult tasks which we
may cncounter in the days to come,
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Thicre is, however, one condition - it i
for all time, like a
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slumber or semi-~-slumber which would permit us to closg our eyes to

ourselves and-to outside' events fhus Feading us to indolence, So that
tho friendship uniting us should not be destroyed or compromised we

will remain brotherlike ‘and vigilant.,

There is also another pedge-which exists, Althousgh it is
outside our influence and docs not depend upon our goodwill or our
decisions, 8till we cannot remain indiffdrent to“it. " We know that all
pcoples ““ﬂlro to it and wc also know the obstacles that scparate thom
ftreom' 1be  lhey ore bterriteoriglcambitionst-abluscwof sfiorce in -their
service - e will of the powers of those who dispose of thig forceand
above: all, perhaps, fanaticism in all its forns, always Olnhur\n”, be
it based on race, r ]1310n or & '‘political <\otrlnb, fanaticism - the
blind powﬂr which refiuses to see and respect diversities anddifferences,
The common will to cstablish this peace bwtween nations not forming we
can asl ourselvessif The futurec.oft- the-wortd ds-net-peinng given up to
those who arc strongest and. the-rost skilled. ~Sueh **1..“15 would be
fatal, it would mean abdication. A 1little country Llike ours, as slight
as our -actions and influcnee might:bhe must contributeto theestablish-
ment of this peacc according to its strength and means., To renounce
this would mcan the loss of the:belicf in the future of humanity, to

¢sign oursclves to the idea that man is necessarily the enemy of man
because of its difficulties, because the conceptioernsg of colléctive-lifo
are not the same and beccause social rclations are also different,
Thorsforc, «in the £face of the obscure time before us we should remain
animated with the will to continue peaceful collaboration with all
\1nuoobn0 cnts in judgenent, without after-thought and without prejudice

%0 create the conditions which will permit this peace to be achieved onc
day.

In the beginning of this year, in its peaceful ground which
18 the earth of omltJ&rlJnd it 1ls towards peace, in which we want all
the other pcoples to share, that we must -offer our hope and our ‘ardent
wishes

THE SWISS INDUSTRIES FPATR IN 1950
The Swiss Thdustries #.ir in Basle manaouness Sthatdlarge number

numbers of applications ior exhibition .space thave been received ) in
conncetion with the forthcoming Faira

The Ingustries Fair was .a. great: success in. 1949, :and the
1950 manifestation will certainly not be any lesgs succesgful, dnispite
of the distinct change which has taken place in the situation, In f2ace
of the pr -scnt trend. of business Swiss 1ruastrv has been ahle to
acgquire an 2nviable position on foreign markets, and it will make an
evenh gredator. effort. to Halntain the high 16Vb1 of #ts reputaulona The
forthcoming ITadustries Feirp in:Basly, fromn the lbbh o the:@bHh Anriil
next, promiscs to be of the greatest 1ntur3 t firom everys point of
v1ew,

Rcprescntatives of the Falr in foreign! countries: :oSwiss
Lcgations, Consulates and Chambers of CJ*uWrco wllL be wvery pleased o
supply all. the informetion desired; on.the subjecta

ARRIVAL OF SWISS CONSUL AND CHANCELLOR

The Swiss Consul to New Zouland,: Mr, Henri: Blanchurd,
will arrive in Wellington with Mrs BL&L hard and their small
daughter, on the Wanganella on February 13th,

Mr Blanchard is accompanied by Mr Oscar Ossch,

Charcellor, who is travellin:s with his wife and their two :
children, Bernard and Ruth Oesch,
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