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AF BeRadlnbaleA T I O N

By_B.Merz,duckland.

Last yesr I published in this paper a series of
articles, describing some of my expsriences ond travels in
lovely Switzerland whilst on holidsy there in 1948. Tho
reaction from my compstriots has been spcntencous, 8s msny
dozens of apprecistions were expressed verbally ss well as \
in writing. For several months I have intended to thank these \
frisnds through the medium of our little peper, ss I could
hardly find the time to reply to esch of you individually.
Your apprecistion and gratitude hes awskened fresh emotions
of my intense admirstion and love towards our Fatherland,
And nsturslly too, I sm heppy and appreciastive to know that
“meny of you found s few moments cf relexation and plessure to
read s compstriot's travel impressions.

Although I hesitate to "broadcast" further views ‘
end again be in the "limelight", I feel thet wmony of our reuadars f
will find interest. in 8 few morc srticles which I may be able to
compile in the near future. .I sm rether uncertain at the
momﬁnt what I am going to tell yous it might: be about Switzar-
land's vast foreign trade; the hotel industry; the transport;
the wsatchmeking; science snd economy; - and,of courss,of the
people themselves. During my 8 months stey in Switzerland, I
hsd cmple time and opportunity to obsnrve and study the pcopla
“and their manifold activities and my store of memorics is not
yet exhausted. I shall now commencc. relating some further
memories and will intitule the orticles :

"B B M.I NI S.CENCH SN

~ In New Zealend there is much tslking-and weiting
recently,relative %to the electrig power shortage,and it might

“beln ~u1table topic to give o few facts ond dimpressions of

Switzerlond's water power ond hydro-electric development.

Let me tell you ot the outset the t,although the
generﬂtive power production is. immeasursbly lerger then most
other countries, Switzerlcnd. hed to retion electricity twice
in recent years. Both in 41947 snd 1949 the supply wos severely
restricted due to prolonged drought, To counteroact such
deficiencies, further strenuous efforts are being made to
harness the encrgy hoarded in water, o2s it is such 8 bss
problem Both for industry and the economic welfere of the country.
I shell now try to @escribe the development ‘of our wUter power
1n9ta11ntion@ ey, .

Switzerland hss no coal~éeposits; and in view of its
mountasinous aspect is able to support hsrdly 2 Million people
from its own soil., Before the war we hsd to import 484 of all
our food supplies. Already prior to the outbresk of the World
War the electric powsr development hed been immense, but promptly
with the cémmencement,of hostilities, fresh plens were mede and
put. into effect as soon &s circumstsnces permitted. Thus, the
output of kwh wes steadily incressed snd Switzerland wes sble to
sell electric power to neighbouring countrics,and in exchsnge
obtain precious food so badly lsecking. And today further vast
projects are under considerntion, and in actusl construction,
thus lessening the country's dependance on foreign supplies.
Within perhsps 50 years, Switzerlond has developed into 's lsand
of electricity and cen be regarded s the most eldctrlﬂie
country in the world, ,'_

From the snow cepped pawks snd the. grest’glsciers the
water runs down the valleys to form the meny lovely lskes as
vast reservoips for collscting ond storing the "white cosl",
The outlet of the swiftly flowing rivers con often be put:
under control reletively easily ond thus countless horsepower
cen be hornessed snd converted into potentiul power. Todoy,



ede

the electric current is distributed over the whole country,
lighting homes and stores, driving locomotives, turning
countless wheels in factories and is utilised for manifold
industrial snd domestic purposes. Blectric energy obtained

from running weter has become the very life-blood of Switzerlsnd.

Our power ststions are situsted at very different altitudes,
and are placed in various "strategic'" positions throughout the
land. In winter the highlsnds asre icebound for meny months and
little flow of water is then available. Well do I remember a
vigit ‘to ‘the greet bsrrasge of the Grimselsee, high up in the
centre of imposing mountsin chains. 4n engineer willingly gave
8 few explanations of this grest power station. From the lsrge
"Aare'"-glscier the water flows into s valley into which seversl
tributaries alsc send their snowy supplies. This valley hes been
blocked by s high dam of solid masonry. Behind the barrage grest
masses of water sre accunulated; they flow st great pressure
through & tunncl from the Grimsclsee to the lower situated
Gelme rsee. This tunnel is hewn out of solid rock and therefore
did not vequire lined walls. The diasmster of the tunnel is
8% feet and has s capacity of 10 tons of wster per second. The
total fall to the power house st Innertkirchen is over 4,000 f%.
spread over s distance of 10 miles. The storsge cepscity of the
two lakes is over 110 million tons. At Innertkirchen the power
house is s subterrsneous hell of imposing dimensions in the base
of the mountain where 5 lerge generators sre instelled. ~Bach
of these produces sbout 40,000 horscpower, s total of 200,000.

Switzerlend cutput of electric power per squsre mile is
by far the largest of sny country, and I wss able to find out
that in 1942 we had 209 larger generating stastions, spart from
mony smaller ones, dispersed sall over the country. The high
tension network, approx. 12,000 miles long, links up 8ll the
larger stations, so that in case of emsrgency the power can be
changed over from one to the other,  There are over 400,000
glectromotors end nesrly 2 million heating devices. The
production and the disftribution of electric energy has been
daveloped to such a high stabdard of efficiency that it will be
hardly possible to meke very considerable improvemcnts in the
near future.
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THE  UNIVERSAL = ¥CSTAL . UNION,

Among the meny internationsl orgsnisations which have
their hesdquarters in Switzerland, is one of great importsnce:
the World Postsl Union, The staff,housed in an unpretentious
building on the outskirts of PBerne, is comparstively small,
but its function is importent,

S The officisls,numbered sbout 50, ere statisticiens of

the first order, and to see them juggling with the sstronomicsl
figures crested by the multiplicity of the world's exchange rates,
is amsezing. The bureau is under the surveillsnce of the Swiss
postel sdministration, which 8lso serves as intermediary betwsen
members of the Union. Its:main tasks are to colleet, co-ordinste
and distribute 8ll information concerning internationsl postsl
offeirs, give advice on legal questions and generslly set ss o
clearing house. .

The expenses of the buresu spe divided among the 'States
members, in seven different clssses. The standard value for sll
transactions is the gold franc. Pogtal fees are asstablished on the
besic equivalent of the nstion's currency velue to the gold franc.

Every three ycars & gigsntic '"census" lagting 15 days is
made of all postal matter in trensit througheut the world. The
mystery of who géts the fee on 8 letter,ssy from Zurich to Sydney,
is less complicated that it sppears. Specis. -ucks,denoting the
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