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THE SWISS LALE CHOIR ON TELEVISION.

nbly Mr Walton Anderson of the B.B.C. Television
methins new fop the viewers. He had been visiting
1] time 2ro and there the idea came to hom to oproduce

on T,"ev181on a scene. dealctln' life in,a S igs ' Cafe  of the Chalet
kind; - getting: two B refbuFiste  té minzle with the habitual Cufe
cuestssdnt the arden outulde the Gaile YilUMe Abdotdonlealled™hisllittle

half-hour glay “oAinined HutdM uhere we met Irene” Prador, Winifred
Siotber, Olaf Olsen, Weiter Horsbruzh,!J. n van 'Loswen mﬂq Van Duglen as
the principal actors, with the Siis.-M:le Choir - ‘under $heir conductor
PouloDickyeMit Gapdonisitih hisYacecordibn grountand” the "Senraamel™

QuUartet promwiding: thebtiusic.for”the narty.

I5 was an experience we " Mioncrelrler™ would not have

missed for anything. : Tae »ley onened by showing a skying film . in which
we saw the principal actors, Hdn.. and George, arrive on skis at the

Al »ine Hui Lo Trhe aeccompaniment of peaceful soft music sung: by rheilflE 1.
Choir. They are received by the Cefe nronrpietor, the dialosiue beling
very amusing owing to the language difficulty. I~ g .arden we met
boys and girls from the neighbourhood in beautiful Swiss costumes,
there isg music, a wvalse, .and- everybody starts daneing.:  Tire propristor?
dauriiver, RBs 11, sings a song or two, the yodeller follows the wish
expressed by the Enzlish guests to hear some of that extraordinary art,
a sextet of "Sc huudlattlers” vo tieir dance and, since everybody is gay
and happy and sings, the Male Choir sings a partsong called "Eivieabial'
GraCually the guests leave with the singing of W Vo Lizien: . Whicaia
zue™ to the accompaniment of the "Schramc vartet and the "
"HandBroeler®,

Ail tric the viewer could hear and see - but what he could
not hear and see was just as interesting;that was of course the re-

hear81ng of the whole play prior to 1ts performance.. - Howyr Joon, hour
Mr AsGerson, untiring,’ went on ' You vo w.risage you. do that - you sit
here - you 31t there™ 1o, I ~a.b « peaceful Swiss atmosphere, relax

act naturally L eu, etcu his words of instruction still ring my
ears. BRI SO .18 at a oreliminary rehearsal at the "Sokew1zer—
bund? a ole afterﬂoon at the final rehearsal at Alexandra Pzlace.

Az most of the Cholr sinrers work at the Swiss Banx Corooration its

Management most kindly ailowed these to follow the whole of that
afternoon rehearsal. When we arrived at the Alcianéra Palzce we were
amazed to See the sScene: Scores of cables and wires all over the studio,
scenery depicting the Chalet Itn, = cort of " Guriusawirtsechaft™ as =17
in 2laee ready for: the actors to &Iy, Olkna The tremendouo heat from
scores of huge lichts was almost unbearable. Thi st czieras were ready
to pick up the picture from various ansgles, microvhones hung in the

air and were moved hither and thither from performer to performer;

all this necessitates a bic staff with earphones glued to the head
trailing wires behind them - as I suid, an anazing sicsht. Asé. in the
midst of this turmoil everybody remained calm and collected and did as
the producer and stage manager told them, and the desired effect of
being ones self, cheerful, natural and at ease came to us all ipso facto,
The actual stag e civin: the viewer his nicture was, of course, too small
to have the whole of the ClLoir on view; Liucrebre eight had to be chosen
as being in the picture, the others including the conductor being

placed behind the camera, the latter on a chair so as to have command
over the two sections of the Choir, Wizt I  onder is who chose the



Tk

aizht members of the Choir to be.daSthebpicture, so as to avoid
any "KeaitBalizgelst' resereussiondg «aiWdy, whoeven.it-was, d4id a
good job, for the eight certainly were cheerful boys and did their
stuff well, but the best looking of the lot was our dear old Mr.
Bossgert in full Swiss regalia - he was the ninth !

An Eroolishnan told me that he had never seen on Tele-
vision such a lively and pnicturesque scene and hoved it would be
repeated. Other peonle have actually written un to Alezandra P:lace
expressing their complete admiration for the nlay which M:. Anderson
conceived in Switzerland. However, the S:iss point of view is
somewhat different; =ome of the dialogue was anything but S.iss and
I «m afraid that was a mistake. The Swiss also criticised the
"Schuhylattler" & dance which 1s typically Austrian and not seen in
Siiitzerland. The »roducer must be forgiven, hoever, as he was not
aware of the intricate difference of an Austrian Jar;.on as against
"Schwyzerdltsch”.

Ia-conelusion,d sustrnent ion: thatilMe.s Dilcktsiddeas of
approaching MscCama Bolla to produce siz Swiss girls in costume was
an excellent one. These girls were the neatest, lovliest. creatures
I have seen for a long time and Mzdame Bolla is to be congratulated
on the choice and on the truly Swiss costumes in which she dressed
them. It is a nity that the viewer was not able to see the actual
colours of these costumes, they were most beautiful. I usgt also
congratulate the Swiss M.le Choir and the Accordion Group on their
sarlendid performance. I would alsc like to extend warm thanks to
Mz, Walton Anderson and his stage menager, Mr. Jicison, whose ease
with which they organised and directed the rehearsals and the show
was admired by all, If the Television enthusiast enjoyed this
refreshing half-hour as much as we performers did, then all 1s well.

THE REAL SWITZERLAND

Yet another book on Switzerland has appedared, this time
from the ‘pen "of a' Swiss author, brilliantly rendered  into flowing,
colourful E: 1lish by Eleanor Brockett. In Great Britain it enjoyed
a ‘“ood Precssg:it was highly praised by the literary critics. . And
deservedly so, for it is a Work of outstanding beauty, at once inform-
ative and enchanting. The author provides the rare and happy combin-
ation of geolosical expert, philosopher, historian and poet and, if
it is possible to judge by a translation,. is also a talented, skilful
writer.

The theme is old, the treatment new. M=. Exlits nook
ST ot jattiravel boolky Hobole s foremeountainecring s and alpine Sports
are scarcely touched upon., " ITistead the reader is talren behind the
scenes, as it were, away from the beaten track, and is shown Sii=s
life ‘as’ it really’ is.: The mishty natural Jorces, whicih have fashioned
the configuration of the land and the elements which have moulded the
character of the people are explained in lucid, non-technical terms
and the variety and contrasts of the geographical and human aspects
described in a delightful manner,

There are eighteen chapters which are not inter-dependent:
each one is a sgnarate, self-contained study. They are interspersed
with 94 beautiful vhotographs, some of them strikingly unusual.

Tihe first - and longest - ch .pter i1s devoted to the
St. Gotthard. Previously known as the Mons Treilus, the mountains
of“ferror,“the SiiGeithard-Mugsif wes-‘once- the  central buttress' of
the! Al~ine structure and probably the hishest »oint, the apex,
of Burope. Millions of years ago, the glaciers of the Ice A es
nenetrated the two ranges which form the Su. Gohtthard and opened a
way throu:h., ‘Bui it was only in the 13th century that the Reuss was
bridged and the St. Gotihard became the main nass over the Alns,
linkings Northern  and "Southern Burooe. For the Suiss, this develop-
nent had the utmost imjortance and it is not by a meme chance that
the Confederation was founded in 1291, soon after the pass had been
gpamad. o o A0 4N 16« le-
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