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There is hardly a Swiss family that has not relatives or friends ebroad. I
have a special reason tn remember this hecause a considerahle number of
relatives and close frisunde of mine with iheir fémilies are living across
the seas, I often receive letters arl photographs from them, and I know

of their attachment to the old homeland, Already in the Turopean countries,
whenever I went abroad, I noticed the particular affection with which the
Swiss greet people from home; they thorcuchly enjoy hearing the sound of
the native language again,

We who remained at home appreciate these sentiments and feelines of home-
sickness and are proud of this affection and loyalty of the Swiss abroad,

Therefore you Swiss in distant lands who celebrate the anniversary of vour

country, we understand and remember you, We are proud of your excellent
achievements and the good reputation you enjo The integrity and ﬂ*415+v

of the Swiss abroad have created a good nzme 1or the Swiss individualiy
for the country as a whole,

You are rivalling with those at home, You know well that only with first-
class achievements is our small country able to endure, and to develop
further and assure for the future, the high cultural and economic standard
of the Swiss people, -

Dear Swiss abroad, we are conscious of your contributions, When you
assemhle and rememher the ones at home in your home village or town, and
recall the days of childhood, then he assured our thoughts are with you,
Do not break the ties with your old homeland; visit it if you can, An
aged Mother, or Brothers and Sisters, as well as former friends, await
you, Keep faithful to the old country and its inhahitants, and do not
let the love for the heautiful country which is yours erow cold The
homeland rememhers you and thanks you,

E, NOBS,

Pederal President,
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Dear Compatriots:

The Maori song "Now is the hour" is strongly coming to my
mind as I am composing these lines to say "Farewell" to you all, It is in-
deed with ereat regret that I am leaving New Zealand, where so many Swiss
families have found a happy home, It has heen my privilege to visit you
from time to time, and you have been very kind to me and to my family; we
all thank you very sincerely, Wherever I went in governmental circles,



	Message from the President of the Swiss Confederation to Swiss abroad on the occasion of the August celebrations

