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TOWARDS A BETTER WORLD,

By: Theo Chopard.

The United Neticne Commission for Human Rights has decided to include in its
roJect for a World Charter, that Wevery person should have the right to seek
and be glven refuge from persecutiontt and that Wevery human individual®" hasg a
right to have a nabionallity.® But - three years after the end of world War
2y hundreds of thousan's of dlsplaced nerssns are not yet enjoying those
rights, According to estimatlon the number of thnse peopls, depending on
whether ‘they are reglstered or not, varies between 600 000 and 1,600 000,

Some 6 to 700,000 of them are 1iving in Germeny and fustria and the Near Hast,
and the International Refugee Organilzation is doirg what begt 1t can to save
them from starwatiocn. The orgunization does its bost, but strangely enousgh
whille an abundance of money can be raised to wage a war, it preves extremely
difficult tn get together the money and the means of transport which the
International Refugee Orcanisation should have to carry out 1ts task
successfully. Uhe credits whilzh the orzanisation has asikxed for, however, are
not exaggerated, he reintegration of displaced persons into a normal 1life
can only be done step by step,

i

b

Untll the end of October last ye=z only 769000 of them were able to find a
new home, And  there are vast he boxies in Africa; North and South America,
Aastralia = not to speak of the QO-4eu Unlon ~ which could absorb millions of
People, By opening their doors these countries would perferm nothing more
than an act of humanity. ‘They would also show a lot of wisdem and far-
slghtedness; for only the presence of human beings can turn thuse vast empty
regions into fruitful seround, Mie Brazillan delegate to the IR0 Conference
has clearly aduitted that, Bu% human nature remains human nature and those
vast countries are just as filled by a sirong feeling of nationalism as any
other small country. FEverybody 1s afraid of being flooded by those new
arrivals. And, furthermore « and there is no use tryinzg te hide this fact «
there 18 a strong competition beitween the displaced persons on the one hand
and &ll those naulons who even in normal times have a population which is too
numerous for them, suci ag Italy, Great Britalan and other Furopean countries,

Great Briitain considers the migraiion of her nationals as a means of
tightening the Words bebween the Homeland and the Dominions, and the latter
are giving preference to British sitizens, In Italy there are about two
1illion unemployeds One henth of all Swiss are living abroad. In short,
there is a strong competition Between those psople who have a home and have
all their papers in order and who ¢%till wish to emizrate to another country,
and those who have no home, no paper, no rights and no place to 2o, This

ig ons of the most dmportant aspests of the whole problen, This problem
also 1llmstrates one ¢f these extraordirary contrailctions of which our world
is so rich,

On the one aend, the displaced people are recognized in their right not to
want to return io a wvoun where a regime is in powdr which is incompatible
with the rights of man, and cn the other hamd, the world is incapable of
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offering and granting thogo displacsed perwome-the righirwolchthoyr-eroonbittl ad
to. There is also a tendensy of consilering these masses of displaced persons
as some gort of labrur res Dirad inte h cue can ounly resch amd fish out

the best guaiified. \Most of the diepl J persons who have been picked so far,
have been picked according to economic conelderatliona and have been sent to o
factories, coal-nmines, forestse., bubt usvally alons without their families, The.
destruction of the family, started by NationalwSociallsm, is being continued,
One then feels gurprised 1f those menm, torn froem thelr wives, their children

and thelr old parents, find it luwpossiblie to adapt themselves to the new life
and clreumstances. From this point to the statement that they cannot be
asgimllated bty any Soclety, is only ocue step, Finally, they will be
congidered as a bothersome hurden, and no% as vwhat they really are, as what all
human beings are without distlnetion, the most ilmportant element of this world,
the element without which no humea prosress is thinkable,
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THE WORK OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF
YTHE RIED  CROSS# 4
DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR.
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The Agercy was a small workshop walar the direction of membars of the Committes
and its secretarial < a handful cof voluntary workers at their tables, carde
indexes and filing-cobinstsa.

¥hat was the work in hand?  TThis agency, % says Article 79 of the Convention,
tghall be shavsed with the dulty of collecting all information regarding
rrisoners which they nay te ghle fu ohialn ihrough official or private channels,
and the agsuncy shall tracsmit ihe Inforuation as vapidly as possible to the
prisoners? own country or e Power in whosge service they have beenot

Remarkable office work, and useful at that, DBu% the Red Cross is not an
offices It cannot content liselif with waiting for information in order to
file and transmit it to another offige, For the Red Cross, a list of
prisoners of war ie not a document; i% is a herd of human beings in a barbed~
wire enclosure, A regimental number is not a piece of information; dbut a
men, and a man in trouble. It stands, too, for a family in which something
has snapped because the man has stopped writing home, Those who had worked
with the 1914 Agency well knew that these families would not always have
patience to walt wuntil the military buresux of thelr country had found them
and put an end to their anxlety with the words ¥Rilled in action® or #Taken
prisoner;i or else Intensified it with the word "Missing.® ‘When they
received one or other of these brief notices, they would ask a thousand
questions, Killedd How did he die? Did he suffer?  Where is he buried?
A prisoner{ Is he wounded? ¥s he 111? Ie he not hungry or cold? Missingl
Yhere is he? Heavensi  Where is he?

In the confusion of war, with a hermetically sealed battlefront, to whom other
than the Red Crosgs could they addrsas these questions? So, elther to the
Rational gocleties, who would send their letters on, or direct to Geneva, all
these people would write, write, wrilioeceseo.

They would have to be answered, Even if the card~index had nothing to say,
those who asgked must know that they were being attended to, and that everything
humanly possible would be done %o send them information, TFor this PULPO SO,
the Agency must keep track of ali that happened, and not just vaguely, but
with full particulars, Zach man in whatever camp must have his ¥#duplicate!
at Geneva, where he could alweys be found and followsd up. Moreover, when
further Information was required, the Agency would not be content to welt for
1t3 it would o to sedr i%, if necesasary. it would seek it Yhrough every
possible medium, througn the off al bursenx or the National Red Cross of the
opposite sides threagh the nilitary suthorities and the commandants of camps;
through the Commititesis delegasea and even from ovher men in the same unit as
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