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WELLINGTON N.Z. Volume 1
JANUARY 1948, 13th year.

nst, MORITZ AWAITS THE 5th OLYMPIC GAMES. 1

~ 30th-JANUARY - 8th TEBRUARY, 1948.

Once previously Switzerland has had the heneur to receive compotitors of
all nationalities. for the Olympic Wintor Sports events. Those who
remember the pacific contests of 1928 cannot have forgotten the ideal back-
ground of-the Upper Engadine, St. Moritz indeed; appears to have been
formed purposely by nature to serve as the centre for manifestations of such
world wide interest. Its immediate surroundings as with its more distant
snow covered slopes and trails, make this famous Eneadine resort the ideal
bage for a winter sports meetine, Its hotels can assure the comfert of
both competitors and officials as well as of thousands of spectators; a

- few téchnical ingtallations ara only necessary to constitute, on the

. admirable natural sites, the tracks, take-off platforms and skating rinks
Trequired for the. variqus contests, The spotless summits, tingsd with pink
at sunrige and fading into shadowy blue at sunset, the vast sombre forests
all combine to create a framework for these svorts such as dreams are made
of; the mind too, as well as the body can be exercised, fsr here in the
Upper Engadine ig the very heart of an.ancient civilisation which has
retained its best traditions, 1ts dwellings and its culture, in short all
which counts so hichly in human values and forms such an attraction to
visitors from other lands. . All these conditions, as valuable tomorrow as
Yyesterday, meke the success of the Olymplc Winter Sports at St., Moritz
certain, ' ‘The preparations have been in hand for months past. As can well
be imagined the organisers have paid. special attention to the sports
insta.lla.’clons. " Bach bage is readys --as soon as snow hag covered the slopes
and valleys ef the Ergadine, the various tracks will be prepared and the runs
and rinks arranced in every detall so that ski-ers amd ska.ters, bobgleigh
and skeleton teams can indulge in regular training., The same attention to
detail will be given to the actual contests themselves, so that each one
can be carried out under the best possible conditions, whether in succession
or simultaneously in accordance with the olympic W‘inter Games progra.mme.

’l‘he olympic ideal i1s that all even‘bs shnuld be contested in .a true sporting
spimt. without seeking to be ‘spectacular. . A loyal and impeccable
arganisation of the Olympic Winter Games is, for a country like Switzex “1and,
a particularly asreeable task which will. certainly be a.ccomplished Just as
Pierre de Coubertin would have wished, --

But the Winter season 1947-1948 will not be limited to the Olympic Games.
Visltors who sagerly losk forward to. passing some weeks or months in the
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Alpine Winter air will be welcomed everywhere, The Engadine is not alone
in preparing a warm welceme; all the Winter sports centres, all the regions
where the ski reiens supréme will take every care of the comfert and well-
being of their visiters this seasen while they try tn imprrve or recover
their sporting form. Those faithful to the Grisens will find again Davos,
Arosa, Klosters or Lonzerheidey others famillar with the £t-Gall district
will return to the sympathetic Togeenbourg or the Prealps of Appenzell,
Glaris, the central Switzerland grouped around the Rigi and the Stoos, the
central Alps with Engelberg and the Gothard, the splendid Bermesa Oberland
with Grindelwald, the Brunlg, Beatenbersg, right up to Gstaad: the Upper
and Lower Valals, with Zermatt, and crans—Montana- the Vaud Alps, with
Villars~Chesidres and the Fribourg Prealps, the Jura and 1ts charming
little valleys; all this Winter coruntry side, all these trails and slopes
await ski-ers, gkaters and slelghers, This year as in the past, a
magnificent Winter season will complete the benefits of an incomparable
. Summer. Winter holidays remain without doubt, the most dellightful of all
holidays. Sl

THE WORK OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF
_ "HE RED CROSS,"
DURING THE SIZCOND WORLD WAR.

This, and following numbers, will contain a summary of
the activity of the Internatinnal Red Cross during the’

~ Socond World War thus givine readers of "Helvetila" an
idea 'of the complexity .0f the work done by this’
committees ~ I%. may. be added it consists only of Swiss
natinnals; the title Internatienal Committee 1g 'on:
account of the universal nature of its activity. :

A DEED AD AN _IDEA,

"Eight thousand visits to prisonere of war and internment camps,  Thirty-
six million parcels transported and distributed in the camps. - Twenty-
thres and a half’ million civilian messages. News of priseners of war

giwven to their families, or vice versa, a hundred . .and twenty million
: timee." : g

: "Yes, but what about the Soviet prisoners of war, and the peaple in the
ooncentration eamps? What did you do for them? ! .

0.».----..._.-_..

Now that hostilities have ceased, questions are being asked about the
activity of thé Red Crogs in general and cf the Internaticnal Committee
in particular. 'Did ths- Committee really do all it cguld? : Did 1t not
fail to perform some of itg’ duties? Is it to. be Judeged by its
achievements or by its failures?

.The General Report on thé work of the' International Committee of the Red
Oross during the second World War, which will be presented to the 1948
Internatinnal Red Cross Conference, will make it possible perhaps, with

the passage of time, to answer thesge questions, Yot if it is easy to
evaluate a report of work done by a businesg cencern or an administratilon,
because its legal position, its functions and its resources arec clearly
-defined, 1t 1s less simple in ‘the case of an organism like.the International
Committee of the Red Crogs, in which the varicus elements are 1ll-defined
and uswally little known.

In glving a brief account of the‘Committee‘e_wofk_thefefore, 1t seems
necessary, -even hefore the General Report appears, to describe the position
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