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only for our compatriots who remain in Switzerland, bub also. for-thoga whose

- destiny it was to emigrate. ey

! During the century that lies just bshind us, Sl t:e:land'has develcped and
asgserted herself more and ‘movs, whoreas sha -ag sparsd ths horrors of the
war and the wounds of internal trounlaes, However, «hile we are reviewing
the past it is not peasitie to disragard las =ole played by our colonies
abroad . Be it on a maberial or a moral plane, your qualities dnd your
efforts, combined with the patriotism that insplres you, have contributed to
the development of our country to the high idogerd in which it s belne held,
In the name of the Federal Council and of %he Swiss people., I am sending to
you this day our message of romembrance and of gratituds,

I am sendine you wishes for the prosperily of our Swies colonles
disgseminated throushout the entire woxrld, and for the well-being of all
their members, May they . overcome,..in all ssrenity, the difficulties which
may confront them, and pursue with success the worihy mission with which
they are entrusted,

Bern, August 1lst, 1948. . = (gigned. Max Petitplerre.

SUCCESSFU UC—USri1 CELEBRATION. IN . AUCKLAND,

dnckland celebrated the Angucu Anniversary with a vely entertaining evening,
held in the Commodore ILounce, Cusioms Sireet.

.There were between fifty to sixby cormpatriots and friends present.
Visitors were entertained by some of our own compatriots with ilems by
Miss Weber, Mr, Moosberger 'Recitations/: 11 & CGeorge Bonny. Cello and

Piano; Mr., Meier (Accordion); M-, B, Gredinger ond Missee I, & D, Poyer
(Songs) A Magician and also . Two £24ims.of Switzerland were very much
appreciated by alln ’ : :

A very enjoyable supﬁef'was served'bub';ﬁ all endgd ;db soon, as most people
had to catch the last trams, Pases ard boale Which leave the City at 11 p.m.

THE WORK . OF THE WT“RNA”LCNAL COMMITTEE or
WTHE  RED it
DURING THE SECOND < YARLD WAR. LW

LN To m 90 <

"The food ration of prisoners of war qhal; be p—niva ent in quantity and
quality to that of the d.epoh (a Ly Dace, ?“f;yv 2 Q;_ -hing, underyear
‘and foctwear shalil be™dl prlesto i ‘of ezt by She Detalning Power.

The regular roplacemont andiret of vuch artlcles shall be ensured,!

R

- These two provisions iﬁotgd from kw*;clbcvll gnd 12 of the Cenvention, arse
in themselves wufficiert 0 cover ths maierial needs of the prisoners,
Nothing more could be: expected, in the treatment of enemies, than to place
them on the same footing as the forces of the Detaining Power itself,

... Yot the Conventiop goeﬂ fu
'";prisoners may. “e~§’f : ] ‘gollectiyely,
Article 37 allows pr¢soxers of var MR reselve Tnddivi ually postal parcels
contalning foodstuffs and other articies intenied for consumptions or
clothing,® Article 78, ~lrsady quoted (which is almoet word for word

e in which the
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repstition of Article 15 of the Hague Regulations of 1907) authorizes
prisoners: aid socleties fhaving as their object to serve as intermediaries
for charitable purposes, " to have relief supplies distributed in the camps,
Combined with so many other regulations about accommodation, sports and

games, end the spiriiual and intsliectual nesds of the men, these wnrovisions
clearly show the desire of the legislators of 1907 and 1929 always to place
the huvnan Te’ng hefore tho prisonsr. Not only is his maintenance ensured,
but hs may receive, even in captivity, such alds to morale as are afforded
by parcels from home and occasional gifts from welfare societies,

A11 this would be exzcellent, if total war did not often deprive Detaining

the meang, sometimes even of the desire, strictly to carry out its

gations, As a matter of fact, it was noted that in certain

o resulations about food were never exactly observed, for one reason
33 The deficiency had to be made up by relief supplies. What

sly welcome extras or temporary supplements soon became an

enL(al part of the prisoners! rations.

Trom the outsel, but especially in 1940 after the campaisgn in France,
complaint ched CGeneva in large numbers, The prisoners were suffering
from gk *gu of IOOd ard clothing, The Conventions allowed anxious next—
n to make up postal parcels and thus provide their prisoners not merely
ccmforts from hune- but with food to satisfy them for a few days, and
ng to protect them fxrom the cold. From France, dispatch was a
ber in the ebsence of any fighting zons, parcels could be sent
lthough restrictions made it increasingly difficult to make up
vinte conai anmsntse From overseas, it was a very difficult problem;
through the froat took a very long time, In their endeavours to
fin& anovheﬁ route, peopile thought of Geneva. The International Committees
began to receive numerous individual applications for help, both from
prigoners of war and from their relatives. Numbers of these requests

could be me thanks to specilal donations for that purpose; but the

thoe usually forwarded these applications to the next=of~kin, or %o
natlonal wolfere organizations, offering its services as intermediary.
Conglignments in kind and funds began to reach the Committee which made up
parcels and forwarded them to the camps.

i
sir great value, individual parcels sent direct to the camps or
Censve were not sufficient. The difficulty of making up such
and of qh’ppin@; them grew steadily, The route they had to follow
and censorship always strict. Delays were endless,
mich ,mSk of loss or theft on the way. The number of
'equ¢“¢ng constant help reached some millions, Parcels from
after perhaps some three months, followed by a second some
shared with so many comrades who would never get any help
sarly inadequate. The men must be fed at once, and

A way hal 1o be found of mending relief supplies on a larger scale, and of
| n s on which to draw, The answer lay in Article 78 of the
h allcws the action of relief societies "having for their
orve ag Intermsdiaries for charitable purposes.® Vhat was the
y this Acticle which appsared for the first time in the Hague
Regulabtion It was then the oxpression of an extremely lofty conception
of the Red Cross principle, Those who framed i1t had in mind, in the
first place, the welfarec societies of the Detaining Power: acting in behalf
of enemy prisoners of war, So absolute an idea of charity has not often
been transiated into action, Apart from a few cases in which local Red
Cross branches have supplied passing convoys of prisoners, only one or two
occasions could be guoted on which relief was given on any appreciable
sgcale to enemy nationals- Besides, %o what seection of the population
could a Red (ross Soclety, anxious o undertake such relief work, turn for
money and suppiles sufficient %o ensure, not momentary aid, but a large
o&rt of the essential provisioning of millions of enemy prisoners.during
several veare?
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In all belligerent countries, Red Crpss Societies were absorbed by their
primary duties; . the Army Medical Service, and at home, work in hogpltals,
‘the’ care of convalasceuts and disabled. » In so far as they could undertake
“ahy- ad.dition&l work :in-behalf of prisoners, their thoughts turned first to
their own nationa.ls in enermy he 1ds, a.ncl o the help they could. give them,

V'ISCOUN‘I‘ ALBD(ANDER

SRR vzmws SWISS WAmcH MASTERPIECES.

Lok,

\

Torgntg “His Excellency, Viscount Alexa.nder, CrovernorhGeneral of Canad a,
and. cher hlgh Can dian Governmént’ officia.ls, were intrigued by the Swiss
watch crafte manship displayed -at-the Canadian International Trade Fair,
which they opened officially on May 29th.. .. The PFair, which closed June
12th, has attracted 24,.000- buyers i’rom all parts of the ‘world.,

In the Swiss Watch Pavilion, Visceunt Alexander was given a personally

. eonducted tond by Dr..Victor:Nef, "Swiss’ Minieter to Canada, and Edgar
Primanlt of La Chaux~de~Fonds, Switzerland, presidem of the Sw:l.ss Wateh
.Ghamber of Commerce. - 4 : el

- é{nong the Swiss wé.tcb masterpieces ‘on display were B reproduction of ‘the
20,000+ diamond"studdea wrist watch: ‘given as a wedding gift to H.R.H,

. Brincess HlizabetH of Great Britain by the people of Switzerland; the
“'qorld'a dmallest wdtch (1ess than oné=féurth inch square); the world!e
.a collection of rare and historic Swiss watches
ax;d. timepieces, the old.est dating to 1580 - official timing devices for
the 1948 Olympic Gemes,, and a- full range of current Syiss watch styles.

oA highlight"of the pavilion was- the displey of Swiss watch "firgte, *
with timepieces on exhibit that showed the Swiss as ploneer creators
; ( antomatic watches, chronometers. waterproof watches. calendar watchal.
intricate watches and woments watches._ e e

g
R

_The IJadera.l Rmeau il Statistics reports that 1 532s797 foreign visitors

"were welcopmed by Switzerland!s mountain and lakeside resorts during 1947.
These guests, from over forty countries around the world, spent an average
stay of nearly seven deys in tb]a Alpine republic.

U, s. visitors were - eVenly split between civilia.ns and members of the armed
forces on furlough under- thg popular Swiss ‘and American Leave Action Plan,
Total number of .star-spansgled fun—seekers was 169, 782, making the U.S,
Bwitzerland! s fourth 'best travel customer last year, .In the first place
with 432,209 visitors, was Great Britain, including Ireland, followed by
France. with 385.601 guests and Belgium with 237.283 visitors,
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¥ ) ; OF .ARCHITQGTS II\T LAUSANNE,

This . charming "-universi “, city" on ‘the shores of Lake -Geneva plays host

from June: 28th" to° July 1lst to the First COngress of the International

Union of Architects. : According o Jean TSchu.u,xi. President of the
organization, lec‘b\u:es and, discussion periods w:ll], be held mornings in .
the Leusdnne’ Univeraity Hall on:the following themes, ~ "The Arehitect
and Plamring¥ & ®Thé Architect and the Industrialization of Building" =
"The 4rchitect, “State and Society, !
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