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SWITZERLAND A HAVEN.

Switzerland, whose children mirror the healthy, prosperous condition of their
cour.try, hus taken on heavy burdens in helping the children of her less
fortunate neighbors.

Last Winter l,OOO 000_children in seven countries received one meal a day

from Don fulsseyan agency that hag official and private financial support.

This Winter, Don Sulsse will pool much of its activity with the United Nations
Children's Fund.

With a population of slightly mcre than 4, 300, 000 Switzerland in this
activity alome, contributed to Furope's children more than 7/6d per head
(total almost £2, 000, 000) . The equivalent contributed in New Zealand would
be over £650,000. = e

Even more characteristically, the Swiss contribution is in taking children
directly inte Swiss houes. Individual Swlss, at thelr own expense, have
cared for more than 135,000 children for perlods averaging three months during
the war and post-war years: = Since 1933 more than 5,000 refugee children
have been recelved unconditionally into Switzerland., Four hundred children
from the Buchenwald concentration camp are still here, awalting permission
to enter Palesgtine, :

A more psfmanenﬁ rehabilitation Joo is being done in a child clty named after
the famous Bwlss educator Pestalozzl. While only a few can be taken, those
lucky enough to be chosen are educated, trained and allowed %o stay in
Switzerland or return to their komes when conditions warrant, as normal,
healthy citizens, There alsu are two Pestalozzl villages in Greece and onse
in Poland. (The Nsw York Times), -

THE WORK OF THE INTERNATIONAL CCMMITTEE OF
"THE RED CROSS,!"

DURING THE SHCOND WORLD WAR,

CONCERNING A-LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR AID TO THE‘WUUNDED:....(CHAPTER i

The Red Cross was born, It had two partq, geparate but complementary,
corresponding to Dunant!e two suggestionss an international Convention, and
Committees for aid to the woumded, The purpose assigned to the Committee of
Five heing thus achlieved. wag thig organism to be dissolved, or at best fo
rostrict its activity to that of a local committee for aid to wounded
soldiers, that is to say, in a neutral country lfke Switzerland, to almsst
nothing? No, the 1863 Conference had consldered it the originator of the
ldea, and now it was to remain its guardian, .

A principle "embndled in a Convention and accepted dg sacred, ! the Red Cross
was international, On the other hand, the Aid Societies, which were later

to become the Red Cross Societies, had been conceived and created on the
national plane only, They were independent of each other: no treaty
stipulation united them in a lecally constituted body. . Thax did not come
about until after the first World War, Nevertheless, the gimllarity of their
aims and principles made them into a kind of family, M
This relationship gave rise to exchanges, for which the Geneva Committee was
the natwral medium, As early as the first International Red Cross Conferen:e
the Committee received a mandate, “which was to be several times renewed, to
maintain and develop the relations between the National Societies~ and to the
Committee were entrusted commlssions arising from common interests and
tendenciess the recoegnition of the National SocietiesL the publication of an
international bulletin, the nreparation of conferences, plang for inter-
national conventlons, and many others, Thig rdley asgsigned from the beginning
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to the Geneva Committos, oxplains the title nf NInternatinnal Committee" which
it was later to assume, although it remained, by its stabus and its enmprsition
~ purely national, oven local, for the firgst fifty years.

From 1866 onwards, successive wars gave soveral of tho iational Societies the
opportunity to prove their uqefulneqs. As for the Internaticnal Committes,
which, at the tlme of the Prugso-Danish esnflict of 1864, had already sent
dolecates tn the belligerents, it repcated these missiong, which were useful
in gaining experience that would be of the greatest valuc for the improvement
of the Conventiong or the Red Cross Societies. %
But the Committoe did not stop at that, In 1870, during the Franco-Prussian
war, it opened at Basle an "Information ani Rellef Agency for the Wounded and
Slck," This Agency enlisted people of gecodwill, crgénized them, and sent tn
the battlefield dnctors, nurses, medical equipment and supplies, Its
delegates visited the hospitals, issued relief and gave comfort and
information,

The giving of informat*on, the restoration of the link between tihe wound ed

snldier, lost in a field-hespital and his family -~ that too was a task for the

intermediary that the Committee wished to becomes "Qht sir, if you could

wite to my father, g that he could comfort my motherl! a dying soidier had

said to Dunant. Dunant had written, and other helpers tnos but fer them,

many familiés would never have known anything of the fate of thelr missing,
"The International Committee had remembered this.'

Then & worker for the International Red Cross, Dr, Christ~Secin - a name to
remember - had the idea of openine, alengside the Agency and in the same
‘spirit, an infermation’ bureau for prisoners of war, - The Committee approved
of this private venture and tock it over, without, however, granting the use
of “the sign of the Red Cross, still reserved for the wounded and sick.

In 1877, during the Russo-Turkish conflict. the Gommittee founded the Trieste
hgency, for the help »f the wounded and sisk only, and in 1912, at the time

of the Balkan wars, the Belgrade Asgency, for prisoners of war as well as for
the wounded and sick.,

But those wers occasicnal activities, In the meantime the International
Committee devoted itself to its pormanent peace~time tagk, the carrying out of
its mandates. The spread cf the Red Cross idea, and the formation of Natinnal
Socleties throughcut the world, increased its work as connecting link and
international centre The experience gained during wars gave it material for
study. At the instance of the Red Cress, the "principle embodied in a
Convention and accepted as sacred" was re-examined, improved, extended. First,
at the Hague Conference of 1899, the principles of the 1864 Convention were
adapted to naval warfare, Then, in 1906, the new Gemeva Convention replaced
that of 1864, now felt tu be too brief, This time the basie idea of the Red
Cross, outlined in the criglinal text, was given full prominence, being clearly
set forth in the first Article, M"Officers and soldiers and other persons
officielly attached to the armed forces whe are wounded and sick shall te
regpected and cared for without digtinction of naticnality, by the belliesrent
in whose power tkey may be.t . The Convention further crdained measures tn
ensure this respect and care, it cenfirmed the protection due ta medical staff
and establishments and defined their status, It resulated the use of the
rrotecting symbol. Finally, and this 1s to be noted, it put cn the same
footing as the protected medical staff, the staff cf the voluntary aid
societies, dul; recognized and authcrized by their Governments, that is to say,

first and foremost, thoush they were nost named, the National Red Cross
Societies, :

In its turn, this Convention was adapted, by the Hague Convention of 1907, to
naval warfare. There fcllowed the Hague Regulatlons of 1907 concerning the
laws and customs of war on land, A whole section was devoted te¢ prisomers of
war. This, in the develcpment of the law of nations, was a step forward which
freed prisoners of war. from the arbitrary treatment to which they had hitherte
been swb jected, "Prisaners. of War! said Article 4 Mare in the pewer of the
hostile Gavernment, but not oft the .indlviduels or corps who capture them,

They must be humanely treated.M Disarmed, the prisoner of war was ne longer



-4 ~

at the mercy of his captor; he had a legal.status.” Althcugh hig condition
as military captive restricted his liberty and gave -him:obligatinns towards
‘the enemy, the latter also had cblisations tewards him,

Two provisions specially cencerned the Red Crossy “that contained in ‘Article 14,
~instituting an cfficial” information bureau-in each Ste,e,' snd that contained

in Article '15; pelmitting societies for ald to prisomners of war to pursue their
wrrk of merey . = - within the bounds . set by military neceqsiuy

e s e o‘o | S R R Ay

Then a new chapter began in the history of the Red Cross. Aetually no new
element appeared, but there was a wldening, a transference of the principle
already accepted.. For what 1s the princlple of the Red Cross, if not thiss

a combatant whn.is sick:er wounded, and therefore harmless, is no longer a
“'soldier but only. a human being, - What matters now ig not his nationality, but
‘cnly his suffering.,  And what is a prisoner of war if got, in his way, a
sick cr wounded man? As scon as the meagurds are taken which make At
impos31b1e for him to de any herm, he is a man, and nothing more.

It will be understocd why, after. the declaration of war in 1914, the Inuc -
: national Jommittee ;of the Red Crrss devoted 1tself almost enuirely te this
‘ new category nf victims, the priscners, - 'Always anxicus. in the event of
“conflict, ‘to take part in relief werk according to its position and its

('dreSOurces, what better could 1t do? For the wounded and sick, the National
'A'Soc1eties, developed, oreanized, prepared for their tasks, were at their

”’posts- but they were less. .in a position to help prisoners of war by serving
as intermediary between them and the enemy country, The Inbternational
Committee of the. Red. Groee, altaodsh not perhaps the only body able te. undexr—
“take such w0rk, was the best prepared for it because of its former work at
“Bagle" and Trieste, which -gave 1% experience’ and the trust of the belligerents.
“In any case it was. the first to undertake it,  The attempt was. an
'unprecedented success. . Three months after the openine of vhe Geneva Agency,

the twenty or’ so workers who had answered President Ador!'s, appeal had become
many hundreds.  An entire museum building was nesded to house them and their
“files, Morenver, they had toideal with a mail amountlng to eighteen
“thousand * items a day in.all’ 1anguages and av:the end of the war, they had
‘medé out and used seven million Index~cards,

Nor was this all, . The International Committee cf the Red Gross remained
- involved until 1923 in varicus undertakings which misht bé called war .

iy actlvities-l the repatriation of prisoners of war taken on the Hastern front,

| 'mary scattered to the furthest cormers of Sifisvia and international relief

work’ undertaken during the great famines and cpidemice in Central and Eastern
L Jurope._,_ -

After this, the International Committee of the Red Cross ragumed its peace-time
‘ac*iv1ties~ the »reparation of international conxerences, legal and technical
reeearﬂh, help in time of calamity, plans for- the modification of the exiut ting

conventions ar. for new.treaties in the light - f the ‘experience gained in the
-Wb"ld War. : 4

To & 1arge extent this was preparaxicn for war; which means that it was almnst
blasphemous ab. 'the time. Optimism was the order:of the day,.: Had' nat the
Tast War ended war? . Would not the Leactie of Nations and the. great inter-
_national bodles stifle at its. birth anything which might caiise a fresh ..
eoflagration? The Red Oross itself followed the general tendency~ hence—
forward National Scclefies would be able to give: their _main enelgies to.
peaceful antivities, such as the fizht against illness and pain, the

: develepmen% of hyeiene, the 7rganization of help in case of natural disasterc.,
Following the example of the nations, and with the purpcse of practical co-
operation in peace time, of mutual assistance and united actmvity, they formed
themselveq into an aeeoclation- the "League of Red Cross Sbcmetieegﬂ

The League, the renresentative organ cof the National Sonieties, was a permanfnt
ceritral bady, for intercommunication, co~crdination and research, It aimed

at promrting the formation and develcpment of a Naticnal Red Cross Smlety~
“every crutry, Just as the International Ccmmittes cc—operated with the
‘National Bocleties with a view to perfecting the werk dons by the Red Cross for
war victimS, the League which, although it had independent legal status, was
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algo their commen instrument,; co-~operated with these Socleties with a view %n
improvine health, preventing illness:and alleviating physical suffering,

- pim mm«rermmm DER ALT“RSUN;D
: HINTERLASSENENVERSICHMNG FUR DIE AU“L’&ND C‘Iw‘ﬂ"‘l "::R &0

Nachdem in einer Eidgenoesischen Tolksabstimmmng Vo 6 Juli dg J. das

= Bnmdesgesetz uber. die Alters-—, und, HinterlassenenHVersicherune; Zur Annghme

. --gelangt. var, gind in. Zusa.mmenarbeit mit Vertretern aller Yolkskreise die
"AAusfuhrimgsbes Ammungen ause;earbeitet und der.Text der Toll zue;sver*rdmng;
der nicht weniger als 219 Artike], umfa.sst, ist numnehr bekanntgegeben worden,

. -, Dag Gesetz unterscheldet zwel Kategcrien- A,Diie obligatorisch und die
‘;freimllig Vereicherten. . CeEaE T s SR T

Zu den o'bligatorisch wersicherton Ausla.ndsc-hweizern gehoren jane L
: Schweizerburgpx:, die im Ausla.nd, fur einen Arbeitgeber in der Schwelz ta‘big
. .eind und , von diesenm entlohnt werden .(so auch die Mitglieder der .

i qchweizarischen diploma+ischen und konsulariqchen Vsrtret'(mgen in Ausland)

‘N"Da grundsatzlich alle nauurliohen Personen, die in der Schweiz ihren
; ‘zivilrechtlichen Wohnsitz haven sowie alle na,mrliohen Ferscnen, ‘die in “der

e Scnweiz eine Erwerbsta,tig keit, ausuben, also auch Auslander, obligatorisch

2o Yon der Versicherune; erfasst werden, mussten vom, Gesetz fur Persgnen, die
~gleh. in begtimmten Eigenscha,ften in der Schweiz anfha.lten oder die die

. egenannten Voraussetmngen nur fuzf eine verhaltnismaqsié; kurze Zeit erfullen,

)g‘ewisse Ausnahmen vorgesehen werden, | Dis Vollzug‘sver rdnung- fuhrt diese
Jngnahmen im einzelnen auf, d, h., sie nimmt gewlsse Kat egorien van der

- obl igatorischen Verslcherung.aus, so in er gter Linie Auslander mit

: ,.Adinlomatischen Vorrechten (diplwmatische und konsularisehe. Vertretun%en
inuernationale institutionen mit Sitz in aer. Schweiz usw.) ferner Miglander,

: ataatenlose und Auslandgchweizer. welche l. sich auqschlimsllch zu Besuchs—,
Kur-, Ferien-, Studien- oder sonstisen Axsbildur.;gz,«zemcen in.der Schelvs
aufhalten, sofern gie in der Echwelz kelne Erws ’”b%uaLL kel BllSLben und keinen
Wohnsitz grindens 2. in der Schweiz wahrend lanestens o.t'ci ‘ayfeinanderfolesuden
Monaten eine E‘I‘werbstati&keit ausuben, sofern sle von einem Arbes tgeber im
fnsland entishnt werden, - wle Relsende und - Techniker ‘auslandischer Firmen, sder
wenn sie lediglich bestimmte Muftrage auszufithren bazw. Terpflichtungen zu
erfullen haben, wie Kunstlsr, Artigten and Experten, 3. in der Scheiwz
wahrend insgesamt hochstens sechs Menaten im.Xal ender,jahr selbstandig er-
worbstatis sind (MarktfahrerL Artiston und deren anslandische Arbeltnehmer),
Ao pur Vel‘richtung‘ 'bestilmnter, saisonbedinp‘ter cArbeiten in die Schwelz

. elnreisen und sich hier hochstens irei Wochen im Jahr a.ufhalten. . In diese

:Kategorie gehoren auch Auslander und’ Staatenlcse, die in der. S&hwsiz nur

= .vorubergehend der Asylgewahrung teilhai‘tig sind. und . kaine Erwerb qtarﬂgkelt in

' = rdiory Schweiz ausu‘ben. AFu.r Grenzga;ager mi’c vnregelmass;xger ﬂrwerbstatigkeit

sowie das auf schweizerischen, Schiffen tatige: .auslardische Personal kann das
Eidzenossische Volkswirtschafhslenartement besonders Vorschriften erlassen.
;.Auﬂandschweizer, die in der oben aufgefuhrten Katogorie der obliga’cori%h
Versicher'cen nicht, angehnrsn, koénnen. sioh laut: Gesetz freiwillie_; versichern

“"'j'.'la,ssen, wenn sle das 20, | Altersjahr vollendet und das 30.. Altersjahr noch

nicht zuruckgelegt hafben. Um, belm Inkrafttreten deg C—esetzes in
demokratischer ‘Weise allen Lehweizer'burgern die gleilchen Rechfe Zu gewdhren,
ist’ vom Gesetz, die Ansnahmebeqtimnnmg gemarh‘b worden, dass zum Zeltpunkt, wo
das Gesetz in Kraft tritt, adch jene Mnslandschwelzer der Ver gicherung
‘.‘:_,beitraten k:onnen, die in diesem Augenblick wohl d.a.s 3@. , 6rs,jah1‘, Jedoch
”nicht das 65. Altergjahr mm:.cke_:elee;t halaqts: i it RL Retod

(Wegen Raummangel Fortsetzung in der Machsten Nummeﬂ
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