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the missing man,

That was the leading idea in the 1lisht of which the Agency organized itself and
began to functions the principle which was to cause 1t to expand enormously and
&0 beyond the sphere allotted to it by the donvention = the care of the
prigoners of war alone - and extend 1ts activity to cilvilians,

The history of the Agency cannot be written here; it would need a whole -volume
to itself, All we. can do is to try to give a general idea of its work, Bven
this will only be intelllgible if the reader makes a twofold effort, Flrst,

an effort of memory, to recall the main stages of the conflict; the going to
war of nearly all the countries of the world, one after another, lightning
invasions, great battles and armistices which Wcreated! prisoners of wer in
millions; the flight of refuzees, deportations, mass transfers of populations,
and then the final capitulations which left more millions of combatants in the
power of their enemy, and of civilians seeking each other, Secondly, an

offort of the imagination, to realise the effect of these events on the Agengy!s
work.e Then perhaps he +ill understand the meaning of these few figures; on
September lst, 1939, the staff of the International Committee of the Red Cross
consisted of 50 workers, at the end of April, 1945, of 3,921, of whom 2,585

were at the Agency alone; by the end of October 1946, the Agency had made out
and filed 39 million index-cards, forwarded 13 million letters and post-cards
for prisoners of war, censored, transmitted « and often transeribed « 24 million
civilien messages, ‘

Those are but a fow fizures,
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Straicht away, in September 19739, four '"national! departments were established,
the German, British, French and Polish Departments, each attending to ome of
the four States and group of States at war, These national departments were
the essentlal element of the Agency. It was they who kept the card-~index,
where was recorded and whence was subsequently sent out all information
ralating to individusdl men, There were also the general departments,
technical for the most part, and the special departments set up according %o
the steps taken by the International Committee. A1l these together
constituted the Central Azency, and at the beginning they occupied =~ and even
then they shared it with other departménts of the permanent Secretariat - one
smgll part only of the immense building put at the Committee's disposal.

During the months of tle iphoney war, " the Agency had lelsure to perfect its
orgenization and its method of work, to open up sectious, to adapt itself to
the volume of questions to be dealt with and to thelr falrly regular frequency.
But in the Spring of 1940, everything changed. From France alone, seven
hundred thousend letters arrived in a few weeks, as many as 60,000 in a single
day. Iroesh natlional sectiong had to be establighed, exlsting sections
enlarged or split, new workers hastily recruited and trained, and the work
divided, The WPalais électorall, so recently much too large, was occupled to
the last of its 50,592 square feet, Soon, indeed, 1t became too small for the
Azency alene, which overflowed, while the Secretariat and the other sections
which had shared the same bullding, themselves enlarged, split and transformed
into departmints of no mean size, occupied bank premises, hotels and flats.

And so 1t was until the end of hostilities., The "workshop®" of September 19%)
had become a huge factory, with its benches, crowd of workers, machines = yes,
its business machines ~ and twenty~seven branches or secondary workshops
scattered throughout Switzerland, ;
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TRAVEL.

In 1947 over 1,400,000 tourists visited Switzerland; of these 700,000 were
from Greal Britain, In the coming Season only some 150,000 to 200,000
British tourists will have the opportunity of visitinz Switzerland.



Wonn 1i & Flilige wér (Forteetzig) ..

Wenn ii doch & Fliivue war,
bruucht ii kei Loh ond kei Saldr,
d@o chdnnt mer lostig lebe ohni Geld,
bruuchti kel Huus ond au kei Zelt,
miesst néd so schinde fir's t#églech Brot,
ond spiliehrti niit vo de Wohnigsnot,
ond denn so im schlimmste Fall,
chéznt mer no lete im & Stall,
regnets fest ond goht de Wind,
ist allewill & g'schotzt's Platzli, wo mer findt,
do chdnnt mer all Tag Uus-flég mache,
ond die domms Ljitit uuslache,
flo so schaffet ond so schindet,
+ kis sie ehres Fuetter findet.
» Dag omefliilige miech mer Spass,
me ckdnnt Ober Grenze ohni Pass,
chynnt verchehre i alle Kreise, .
ond chonat au gratis omereise,
ndéd blos i de Iisetahn,
no sogir im Aeroplan,
reise chdnnt mer so viel mer wott,
ond néhm die ganz Familie mett,
ii ond die ganze Bruet,
hettet's denn doch sichenguet,
do chdnnt mer denn no viel meh g'sieh, -
.ond chdnnt i alli Hilser ie,
wenn kei Fenster offe stoht,
. wartet mer bis & T8Sr uufgoht,
wenn eim d'Liiit blos mache 16nd,
ond eim ndd allewill z'tod schloh wdnd,
die chonnd halt viel Ocheil s%ifte,
chonnd eim die ganze Bruet vergifte,
es hdt halt allewill no Iiiiit,
sl gonnet an ere Fliiligs suuber niit,
Wenn ii doch & Fliilige wéar,
miesst ii ndd is Militar,
miesst ndd dere herte Zwiiback biisse,
ond doérft de Offiziere of d'Nasé Sch.e...

A. Mogsberger.
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The activity of the Children!s Ald of the Red Gross is continuously assisting
to eliminate the effocts of war, and at the present time, 35,000 children
from various Huropean countries are in Switzerland,

f

On April 16th, Mr, Burchardt. Swlse Minister to Parls, sizned the aixteehﬁﬁlG)

Nation Agreement for the Marshall Plan, e
/

In his address to the Ccneress of the Swlss Socizlist Party, the Party

President, Natlonal Counciilor Bringolf, said:- .

"There are two ememios to Democracy < they are Communism and Capitalism,®

Mrs, Mleanor Roosevelt; after her stay in Ingland, privately visited Zurich,
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Levbedag held Drom~the LOth-tg 20th.
On Sevwiday over 100,000

: 1"0‘%:' one day‘ On the 0ffilcial

Day, Federal Cowmi.’:..].or jmopomic Devartment,

in his address {0 an sudience omc.Ac bo‘fps accredited
in Berue, xepref,ennfﬁi ey of exhibibtors and variocus ecunoulc bodies, also i
officials of the Jalr, dalds

of A:P"* ~'-lo lu p oving an
visitore avl

.

iFour Swiss characterietlica are manifssbed in this exhibition, namelys«
Plegsure with which respengilllity fs asccepieds
Courage for infilative;
Renunciation ¢f exclusive prafiteerings
4 high gtandard of guality,®
A viglt to the Falr was pald Tty Ire, Beel, Priwme Minister of the Netherlands,

In tha presence of Fe d.mm"‘
commfigsion of the New Haly

Swiss alrcad, The qu esti.-.n of 1
cltizens living in affected
acknowledged that the Gonf
losges, neither F
everything %o ixd
bagis as thelr own
Great Rritaln.
In addition, ""w
to ‘aggisk the

r and Petitrierre, a

ring qfstﬁow relating to

& g asused by warfare to Swiss
8 mnh gubiect, It was

no ragponsibility for these
javar; the Swles Government does
wdse eitizens on the same
r-_:jzuaema';ts hava been madé with
rived at with Germany,

1k and i:na new Helvetic Soclety do everything
bed, propie %o rehabilitate themselves.
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is reganding the projected
rraras on the horder of
oitalian commission is already

Ltaiy and mm smss Gan

studying the pleaas for this projsct,

PRSTALOZZL VILLAGE,

Revenily sixbeen (16) war crphane from Reme and Florencs, arrived in the
childrven® ¢ Peghalozzd villags in Trogeu. Polishs Frenchy, Avetrian, Hungarian
and German orphavs who have alresdy been living for qulte zome time in the
Pestalozzi village. gave {he newcowers a hearty welcomes

GENEVA - BLECTIONS,

Recently the elections of the Judiclary took place in Ceneva, and the
candigates of the thres 'pm ties formimg the Natlonal Bloc, together with the
‘Socialists, obtained 15,900 votas, whereas the three candidates of the so-
callad Party of Work, whilch iz Just another name for the Jomminist Party,
obtained only 5,970 votes, the absolute majority required being 7,413,

MISICAL FESTIVAL IN TOQHRNE,

‘During the weeks of the Musical Festival in Lucerne, the Amerigan ocscupation
authoritics are planmming %o hawe a regular train service between their zone
and Lucerne, so0 ag o enable the Auerican personnel to partilcipate, For
these excursions ithe luxury train that was formerly used by Herman Coering
‘will be wused,

BEST WATSHES,
The Grand Councill of the (anton of Neuchatel has published the resulis of a
competition held by the agtronomical and chronometrical observatory of
Neughatel for Chronometers, Ten collsctive and 128 individual prizes were
awarded. The award wianers are firms renowned all over the world; such as
Ulysse Nardin Sodo, Lo Iocle, who got the first collective prize for the four
‘besi Mariuvs Chronometars and for the six beed Loard end pocket (aroncmebers,
'as well ag Swenty-five individual awards, The Longineg factory obtained the
flret collective prize for the four best brageiel (hroncmebers, also eisght




individual prizes. foacrag the individual awsrd winners f4gure the fact
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Paul Bukird, le lLoele, Omdgs Watch, BHisine, Fadrigqus des montres. Zendth, lLe
Locle, Chavles Aerni, Ls Losle, ehe, $ -

Poder an agreement wit
request Switzeriand 4o

Lth the Mifed powere, the Greek CGovernment has decided te
raprosent Greoek irteresta in Bulsgaris,

NATERWAY - SWITZRARLAND = ATRIANIC,

The Italian Govevament have decided teo egrant a eredit of 18, 000,000,000 Lire
for the comnstruciion of a cenal Milen-(remomesFo, This canal will connect
with the waterways locarno=iilan aid thus e a link in the cansl between
Switzerland and tihe Adviatic feas

THE 600th AVNIVIRSARY JPLEBRATICN OF CHARLES U'N'T-‘f}:?g{'l“*’._m PRAGUH,

The Swies vniversities were lnvited ab e beelnnife of this year to
participate in the 600th Annivwers celebrebtion of the Charles University in
Prague, whlch they have asveptal enthusisstloalily, becaunse that University is
Buropel s oldost, aund pieyed s ereat part in the spirltual development of Burope.
However, due to more recen’ deveiopments in Csechosloveklay the Universities gf
Bagel; Berne, Frllboursz, (enava, Lausanns, Neuchatel end Zirich have ynanimously
decided not to accept the fnvication, hecause 4t is with deep regret that they
reallse thab, under the present cundivions, the freedom for research, teaching
and learning 1s no longer guaranteaed.

BWISS PLANE LANDE XN ACORA
A plane cf fhe Swissalr lamfed in
“from India here hag Ween sone

dpora on the Geld Coast on a return flight
trouwsle in Aceres, and many houses occupled
by Furopsans were destivoyed, 7 Buvopesns bhad to take refuge in British
Military Camps; and on %he ssrodrome of dpers.  JAnong these fugitives there
wore gixty 150} Swlss, of whom fourteen L14) veturned to their homeland on
the plane of the Swissalr,

NATIONAL OCTMCLL.

At the openlrng of the Wabional Coweil, ite President, Mr, Picot, delivered
the opening addiessa, He weferred to tho centenary of the Swiege Federal
Constitution, and mads refersnce %o the recent international events, He said:
e will defend with coursge and tenasity the politlcal structure of our
country. W& do no% want s reglme that maintains powsr by insufferable forgce
and tha® suppresses the elememtary dewocnalbic liberties, It has been proved
that the peoyle can lose =11 their libterties within a fow deys if the nation
doee nov possess the necespary means of defence, and 1f the poeple are not
watchful without relent, We do & want to ¢ive all perties that are
respecting the rules of ihis game, every fresdonm that we wish for ourselves,
but we shall no% be the dupes of anyone, W shall not even allow the
beginning of these criminel machinutious that lead a people to their
enslaverent and into darkness,  From 1933 until 1945 we resisted and stood up
ageinst the Hitlerian threat, and we shall do o against all machinations no
matter from whence 'Shey may be directed.®

RE-UNION OF BALE-VILLE AND BALE-GOUNTRY:

The National Council discussed the guestion of the rewunion of the two half
Cantons of BalewVille and Bale=Counizy, They hai to decide whether the

; Confederation could permit the two half Cantons to change their constitution
with a view to effecting a re-union which would have necessitated a change in
the Pederal Constitution, Juet as the Council of the States had done before,
the National Council decided by 88 againat 76 votes, negatively. It is felt
that this decislon was not only ths result of the interpretation of the law;
the farmers were against it because they saw in their re~union an absorption
of a country State by a city Statey the Conservatives were against it because
they did not want the number of the sovereign Cantons to be reduced, and the
Bernese wers against it Decause they did not want to set a precedent for a
part of their Canten to be severed and formed into an independent Canton of
Jura, Many others, however, were guided by their reverence for the structure
of our Confederation, which has stood the test through the ages and that,
therefore; should not be aitered,




NEW LAKE

¥hat shall be the name of the new lske in the Canton cf TFribourg? Some time
ago, the Council of Fribourg decided vo give the new lake the name of Basae~—
Gruyeres Thig name became the object of wide sontroversy, The Cantonal
Union of the Societies of Developuent hae proposed the namesg of Lac d'0g0%z,
which 1s the name of the reglon in which it ia situated, ox Lac de Thusgy, - wh..ch
Jg the name of an old bridege that will be submerged. and the origia ol shich
can be traced back to the 15th century,

ZLEOTICNS IV 8T, me _
Recently the elsction of the Grand Jouncii of §t. Gallen %ook piace, The
rightist parties that igs, the Uatholic Pecplels Pariy, the Christian Socialists,
the Radical Democrats and the Union of the-Independents, have all consolidated
end improved tuhelr posimono The Party of ihas Yomg Farmers have lost four
(4) seats and the Commanist Party, called the Party of Work, lost three seats
and is represented with only one seai in the (rand Oouncil,

MOTOR 4 ACQInEiT,

Tn Herglswii (Unberwald) mear the wolleknown Topper curve, a motor car from
Zurich sxid,ded, the car was %urned around with the railater pointed toward
tke leoke, wus thrown against a free and £ail sbraicht into the lskes 0Of the
#ive ocounpants only one managed to escape alive,

SUGAR._TAGT(RT,

The pecple of Hwltzerlaml, in a plebispite, decided with 481,000 against 271,000
ayes, egaingt the consbrustion of & gecond 5‘:;:.9@:1.7’ factoxry in Switgerlandy this
was projected 1n order to bring the howo wprodustion to 25% of Switzerlandss
consumpulion of sugar, However, taere wouid bave been a congidersble increase
in the pricze, and sinpe all effcrbas ave to b9 made to reduse the cost of livine,
the project was docmed to failure frou its incepiion, ; :
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Qur oldest Member, Mr, ¥, Altheryy Corns e{;l m:p.,t dp. dneil ’;ul; surprised us
by meking a denation to our Mund of Twaulyfive Pormds (£25),

0n behalf of the Committes, I thank hinw 1mre azaln for his genercelty < euch
devotion is worihy of imibation.

: & Meoogberaar,
agofeerotary,
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¥o have the pleasure to annomce the enrolmeut of ‘6% 4. new membersie

Misz Fo Schrid, Myo Fo Bonuye

Conwalinte ¢f Swltzerlant, 44“5 J‘al‘lLeLJ. Foal,

HELLINGTON,  Cole ;

My Co & Schickery : M?."Sn'_ E, Grantliamg

Po00 Box 258, 1 15 Hardy Street,

HAKENA. TARANAXI, MRy BRIGHTOY, CHRISTCIURCH,
REGISTRATION.

New arrivals from Switzerland are requested %o comminicate with the
Oonsulate of Switzerland, G.P.0, Box 386, Wellington, It is customary for
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