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'y TFEDERAL ASSEMBLY NAMES GELIO -
'~ AS TFRESIDENT FOR 1948. !
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Switzerland's new President for 1948 is Dr. Enrico Celio, a member of the
Swiss Federal Council since 1940, and head of the Department of Rallroads
and Posts, Dr. Celio served his first one-year term as President in 19473,
and this year succeeds Philip Etter, Both are members of the Catholic

. Oonservative Party.

The 58“year—old Presidentwelect is a native of §witzerlardfe Italian
‘goeaking canton of Ticino. Hs was born in Ambri, a small town near the
9-mile~10n€ 8t. Gosstahr tunnel, which connects the Germannqpeakina part
of Switzerland with the southern canton, _ 2
i a boy, D% Gelin first attended local echools, and then the Salesian
Institute of Balerna, After stndying in a Jesult College in Belan, and
in the Denedictine Abesy School in Einsiedeln, he maJored, in rhilosnphy at
the University of Fribours, Wbile a gtudent, Dr. Celin assumed in 1909
she Presidency of the Ticino Catoolic Students! Lieague "Lepontia." Ho
diia considerable writing and his pieces mainly on literature, appeared in
nany newspapers and reviews, Dr. Celio then turned to law, and after
vfurther studies, set up practiee in the picturesque village of Biasca.

Soon after he became a member of the Ticino Assembly, to which he belonged
without irterruption am tAT19320 In 1924, whon he was only 35 years old,
Dr. Cello was elected to the National Council or House of Representatives,
and in 1972, he became Ticinese State Senator. _After the death of
Federal Councillor Cduseppe Motta, another well known Swlss statesman from
the Ticino, Dr. Celio became a member of the Swiss Federal Counecll,

'_The Pederal Cowneil, and not the *resident, is the executive power in
Bwitzerland, = It consists of 'seven members elected for a term of four years
by the TFederal Assembly. . Two members of the Tederal Ceuncil hold the
offices of President and ViceaPresident of the Swlss Confederation for one
year only, The Vice~President becemes President, and another member of

tre Council of seven becomes Vice~President

: "RODOLPHE RUBATTEL #
(Succeesor tc Federal COuncillnr ubampfli)

The reuﬂy—elected Federal Counc1llcr Rodolphe Rubaxtel, was born on
September Ath, 1896, at Villarzel (Vamd), He studied Law and later became

journaliqt apd for a period he was Chief Editor of the "Iribune de
,ausanne.“ Trom 1930 to 1932, he occupied the office of Chief of a Section
of the Federal Department of Economys as g result of this foice, in 1930,
he was a member of the Sw! ss Delegation to the League of Nations.

Mr, Rubattel belongs to the Liberal Party (Radical Demooratic Perty) In
1933 he was elected a member of the Cantenal Parliament of Vemd, and since

1944, he has been the head of the Department for Agriculture, Industry and

Commerce of this Canton. In 1946 he was President of the Cantonal
: Government, He is now elected a Federel Councillor for a period of four
© ¥yeers, at the end of which time he is eligible for- re~e1ection.

..l'i.h-.l_..-a‘.tl."!

Dr. Walter Stampfli, who relinquished his office as a Federal ‘Councillor,
was born in 1884 in Buren (bo’othurr) and studied law at the Universities of
Zurich and Gdttingen. In 1906 he obtained the degree of Doctor rer.pol,
After a short activity in the insurance world he took over the editorship
of the "Oltener Tagblattes" in 1908, this position he occupied for ten years,

In 1918 Dr, Stampfli was elected Secretary of the "Solothurn Chamber of
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,i300¢merceu and'tlree years later ‘efitered info the’ qervices of the v,Roll!schen
Eieenwerke. :

'At the early agé’ ef 28 he wag" elected a member “of the "Kdntonsrat" of

Bolothuin %o which he belonged until 1937, "'HE entered’ Parliament’(National
Gouncil) ‘as ‘a Liberdl in 1931 In 1940, Dr, $tampfli was 6lected a member
of the Federal Government in @u*ceseion tn the l(te Drw H ODrecht

Federal Councillor Dr. W. Stampfli has rendered the Confederation great :

3ervices, eepecially ‘ag one of the promoters of thée 014" Aee and Survivors!
Insurance Act, and his 1eaving the Federal Governmenn 1s universally
regretted,

BRITISH PREOPLE MAY . AGAIW TRAYTL O SWI”ZERLAND

According to an agreement between British and Swiss
J”“autherities, British people travellinz to Switzerlan&
i for holidays, will again be allomed to: transfer fUnds
;'"'as from the lgt of May, 1948. SR e e

" fhe amount permltted wlthin twelve (187 montbs is
£gt2.735 for adults and £stg,25 for children,
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; The Austrian Government haq decided to ‘open <& Conqulabe—ueneral in Zurich,

and has appointed M, W. Peinsipp as Coneul Genedal.‘-

Revenue of the Swiss Confederaticn clurim> 1948 ig eqtimamed et Frs.l, 794, 800, 00
- while - expenditure is expected te amourt:to Frs.l1;B800,T00; 000, leaving an
- adverse balance of only Frs., 5,9001000. The ourlent yearf buogeted deficit
“jamounts to T"‘I‘s.97 OOO,OOO.LH i e e e

- On qut October Swieq noteq in circulatlon reeched uhe record figare of _
. Prsedy192, 000, 000, - an increass jover. the ‘previous eek. of Frs.138, 300, 000.

The latest weekly return of the Swiss National Bank ascribey thig increase

to end-month requiremen+5. The gold reserve remained almost unchanged at
Fre,.b, 374,000,000, so that the alléged redsrt gcld ‘transfers from England

to Zwrich and Geneva, reported. by an Engligh news agency to have amounted

to many million. pounds sterling, could not have been for the account of the
Bwliss National Bank = . —

Drastic electrlc‘fy economy measureq have been. Qrdered by the Bwiss
Government, ~ Thig ig the reeult of the drought =~ -the worst for 100 yearb in
Switzerland which has effected the output of hydro~electric plants. Ag
from November 1st electric heating in private homes is forbidden, factories
mist reduce consumption of electricity by 70 to- 80. per . .centsy, and the
consumption of electricity in hotels, restanranus. shops and places of
entertainment must be cut by one-~third, =

Imports of cars into Switzerland which reqistered a decrease in the month »f
August incroased agaln substantinlly in September, when 2,201 cars with a
custom value of 17,500,000 Swiss francs arrived in’ 'the couniry against 1, 110
in September, 1946, The United Kingdom ‘heads the 1ist’ of suppliers of small
and medium sized cars,.: whereas the U.S. supplles chiefly heavy and large cars,

The "Tellsplelgesellschaft hae announced that they will again giwe a number
of "yilliam Tell" perfermances during the Summer, 1948, at Altdorf. Durine
the 1947 season altogether 13,300 persons attended the performances. (A.T.§. )
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