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LAUNCH OF THE M, V. "GENERAL GUISAV."
e 010101010 Yo L e Uiy S S Sy,

An event of greoat significance in the history of the Swiss
Mercantile Fleet took place nn Thursday, Junc 19th, 1947, at Wost
Hartlepool, when the first vessel specially built to sail under the Swiss
Flag, was launched by Madame Guisan, in the presencc of her husband, Gonoral
Honri Guisan, Commander-in-Chief of the Swiss Army during the last war, and
a number of distinguished guests.

For centuries the joke about the "Swiss Navy" has gone round the
world, and although Switzerland has had in fact a Morcantile Marine as far
back as 1914, this joke, at our expense, has beon kept up with remarkabls
persistency, and even now, in spite of the launching at the Durham sca-pnrt
last month, we are still %toased about it. When I discussed this peint with
one of my colleagues of the English Press, saying that the "Swiss Navy" jeko
has become a thing of the past, he replied, "Yeos, that may be so, you have
a navy, but no sea," to which I retorted that some countries have a "Ministry
of Fond, but ne. . . « . . .J' my colloague gocd humcuredly agreed that this
was not a bad argument. I must leave 1t te my countrymen to judge whether
it 1s wise to adopt this slogan under present circumstances.—

It might be an opportunc moment to refor te the history of the Swiss
Mercantile Flect.,

The Swiss Fleet came into being during the war, TUp te that time,
Switzerland, without a seabord, was chartering fereign vessels for its
Imports - an average of a million tens por annum from overseas. This was
tho case during the war 1914/18. It was hoped that it might still bo
possible to act likewise during the last war, especially in view of the time
charter contract which was concluded sometime befrre the beginning of
hostilities for 15 Greek tramps with an aggregate temnage »f about 120,000
tons which the belligerents agreed to allot to Switzerland with a guarantee
nf non-requisition.

As war operations developed, however, it was feund necessary to
create a small merchant fleet under the Swiss Flag which weuld sccure more
easily from the belligerents immunity at sea and access to the ports of
discharge as such a fleet was entirely in Swiss hands and used exclusively
far transport to and from Switgzerland. A 1ittle later, other ships were
added to this fleet for the transportation of ford for the Red Cross which
braught highly appreclated relief to all thrse - prisoners-cf-war and nthors -
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who benefited from thisg humanitarian work.

Under the Convention of Barcelona of 1921, such countries without
seabord were allowed to carry out shipoing business under their own flag.
This enabled the Swiss Government to issue a decree on the 9th April, 1941,
creating the Swiss Flag, Its essentlal provisions are in agreement with
the usual maritime law. The Swiss Federal Council decreed that the various
international conventions settling and unifying customs at sea, the werk of
minors, the repatriation of sailors, the contracts for the crews etc.,
should be made compulsory for all vessels {lying the Swiss Flag.

The port of registry for all Swiss ships is Basle. They are entered
in the Regigter of Swiss Ships kept by the 0ffice for Maritime Navigation in
Basle, which superintends the whole of Swiss shipping,

The Swiss Fleet is now entirely owned by private firms, Ttrdre
compnsed of six ships representing a total tonnage of 44,160 tons, A1l the
vessels are rather old except the s.s. "S8t. Cerguel bullt in 1937 at the
yards of William Gray & Co. Ltd., in West Hartlepool and belon§ing to the
Suisse—Atlantique S.A., Lausanne, which is linked up with Andre & Cle., S.A.,
of Lausanne, a grain firm known thronghout the world, founded in 1877,

Complying with the request of the Swiss authorities to keep up a
small, efficient and modern fleet under the Swiss Flag, the Sulsse-Atlantique
S.A., ordered the M.V. "General Guisan" from Messrs, Willlam Gray & Co. Ltd.

The vessel is eof shelter deck type with dimensionss-

Length ByP, - Wavie 420 £8 -
Breadth Moulded 57 £t. 33 ins.
Depth Moulded to Shelter Deck - 37 ft,

and will carry 9,100 tons on a mean draft of about 25 .ft. 1 in.

The vessel hag four holds and five hatches., Two 10~ton derricks
are fitted at No. 2 hatch and two 5-ton derricks at all other hatches.
Three 5-ton and eight 3-ton sleetric winches will be supplied by Messrs,
Sunderland Forge & Englneering Co. Ltd. Special cargo space with gseparate
hatch 1s provided. ; P e

Deep tanks are fitted forward of the machinery space and are
constructed for the carrtage of cargo, edible 0il or water ballast,

Hlectric hydraulic steering gear with.telemotor control and
auxiliary hand gear will be supplied by Messrs. Donkin & Co. Ltd., electric’
windlass by Messrs. Clarke Chapman & Co., Ltd., and automatic domestic
refrigerating plant by Messrs. L. Sterne & Co. Ltd,

The captaln, passengers, officers and engineers are accommodated
in the bridee house. Chart room, wheelhouse, radio room, pilot and radio
operators! room are arranged on the nav1gat1ng brldge, with captain's and
officers! -accommodation on the captain's brudga. i Engineers' roons are
arranged on the shelter deck. Passenger accommodatlon for six passengers,
complete with dining saloon and smoke. room, is arranged on the lower bridge.

Petty officers, caterers and crew are accommodated on the shelter
deck on either side of the machinery casing,

Mschanical ventilation and heating, fitted throuchout acccmmodation,
will be -supplied by Messrs. Norris Warmlng Co. Ltd.

Messrs, Sulzer: Bros. Ltd., Winterthur, will .supply the main englne
together with attendant auxiliaries., . The engine will be of Sulzer Marine
Diesel Type 7 §'- D. 60, having 7 cylinders, 600 m.m,.diameter by 1040 m.m.
stroke and developing 3,150 B.H.P, : at 135 R¢P.M, continuously.

(Gontinued on Page 4).
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Two 100 XK. W. and one 25 K.W. generatnrq will also be supplied from
Switzerland, )

The main engine and generatnrs will be fitted by the Central Marine
Engine Works of. the Builders, who will supply the remainder- of the
installation, :

Steam for heatinp purposes w1ll be- provlded by a Gochrane comprsite
exhaust gas and/or 011 fired boller.. .

Speed in SerVicerill be 12 knots.

With regard to the namine of the ship the firm of Messrs., Andre
& Cie,, Lausanne, the owners, initiated a prize-compefition amongst their
staff, the winner tr be present at the launching of the ship., The
sugeestinn of Monsieur Ruchat, Manager of their Paris Office, to give the
vessel the name of "General Guisan, " after the first scldier of our Army,
was adopted, and consequently Monsieur Ruchat, was present at West
Hartlepool, where he was complimented by the General himself,

K ORGARY Wy e 2 e T <t R i |

" With great e ctatiens I left the train at'Darlingtnn in the
afternoon of Thursday, Juue 19th, 1947, to be taken, by cnurtesy of Messrs,.
William Gray & Co. Ltd., in a car te thelr Dock Yard at Wbst Hartlepool.

I left Lcndnn in brilliant sunshine, and my hopes ran high that
the ‘weather would keecp fine througheut the day, but on the thirty mlles
- journey’ from Darlington to West Hartlepool, dull weather set in and iy
companion predicted rain., which as he saild, was quite a common cccurrence
in thls part of tae cﬂ$nt s

Acoordina to the time-table handed to me a tea was to be served
for the guests at the Headquarters of the builders in the Drck Yard,
Shortly after my arrival the party turned up coming by cars from an 1nformal
luncheon party abt {the Grand Hotel, West Hartlepool.

: The maik =il of the building was sultably decorated with Swiss
and Enelish flags ond on the numercus tables fresh flowers were placed.

- A sumptuous teoa was served and Monsieur Ruegger, the Swiss Minister,

tintroduced some of the late comers to General Guisan, I tork this
opportunity to mention to the General how pleased the Colony in London weuld
have been to gee him in our. midst, to which he replied that it was of much
regret to him that circumstances did nct allow him to do se, but that he
hoped in the near future to be amonqst his conntrymen.

" Then pomewhere a hooter sounded, it was the signal that the tug was
ready to take the party to the Central Yard where the chrigtening and the
launchlng of the shlp was to take place. :

: A s*“ﬁng wind set in, and maae the short jowrney rather irksome,
espec1ally for the Ladies who found it ¢ifficult to keep their hats on.
In the distance, appeared the many sticks filled with ships of many natinns
under construction, and above one of them the Swiss Flag proudly flew. It
was an elevating moment for we Swiss to sse mur country's emblem flying for
the first time in an English Dock Yard.  With a face depicting deep emotinn,
the General stood on the bridge watching the spectacle.

Arriving at the Central Yard the éompany disembarked, amd'suddenly
the clouds; as if by command, disappeared and brilliant sunshine set in, a
befltting happening for the coming ceremony,

Mri: F, C, Pyman, Managing-Director of Wm. Gray & Cn. Ltd., then
cﬁnducted the party on a teur through a part of the ship yard (Joiners! shop
and Iron work shsfg) where the varicus stages of building a ship ceruld be
followed. BEgpecilally interesting it was tn watch the making of the furniture

for the ship. (Continued on page 6).
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In the meantime the gates af the Dock Yard were ppened to the public,
thousands of town people, workmen and children - the latter having an
afternnon off from schoel, - assembled to watch what I was teld would be
one nf the mnst notable 1aunchin9; ceremonieq ever witneseed at West
Hartlepnol. - ;-

Arrivineg at the feat of the launching platform, a little girl,
daughter »f nne of the foremen at the Drcks, presented Madame Guisan with
.a beautiful bouquet .of flowers, in accepting this gift, Madame: Gulsan
enq_ulred ‘the address of the.little girl, so that she'could send her a
parcel nf chncolate on-her return to Smtzerlzmd ‘ g

: PE Yy Then the company ascended the la:umc:].'lin5 platfcrm, first the
Genéral and. Madame ‘Guisan, accompanied by the Swiss Minigter and Madame
Ruegeer, Major-—General and Mrs, C. M. Smith, -whe was specifically
delegated from the War Office teo accompany our Gemeral, and Mr., & Mrs. T.
C. Pyman and the other efficial guests. The General on mounting te the
platform was lﬁudly cheered by a dense crowl ¢f spectatorss -

It was a most impressive Pathe’cing cnnsistlng nf diplemat sy
representatives of the ewners, engineers and a large partv ef jmu‘nalists
both English and Swiss.

; : A.nd nnw the great mnment arrived, a grea’o hueh suddenly descended
' nver the multltude broken enly by the noise of some machines still running
in the distance, -~ Médame Guisan stepped forward accompanied by Mr. F..C.
’Pyman, Managlne;—Dlrector nf Messrs, Wm, Gray & Co. Ltd., and in a hardly
audible veice, owing to deep emotien, christened the ship. and crashed the
“traditional bottle,, whlch was ccvered with ribbens in our natignal. celeurs,

: T‘against the bows, pressed the release-button and the ship, amongst the

shrieking of sirens, and the cheers and clapping of theusands of spectators,
eracefully elided down the sllpway taking the water in.a style fine ennuch
Atn a.llay every traditional superstition.

An uriforgettable momen'b and a proud cne toos a.monést general
.rejoicing three cheers were given to General Guisan who was m‘erwhelmed with
congr'atutlatlons and handshakes. : : :

e Mo ¥y - MGemorat Gateant floatine en the sea in majestic grandeur
is nnw awaiting the fitting cut with her engines, .

The Banquet which started secon after 7 p.m. was preceded by a
Sherry Party. About: seventy péople sat down te a very enjeoyable meal, in
the large Hall of the Grand Hotel, which was decorated with Swiss and FEneglish
- flags, and as a special compliment to the: principal g'uests, General .and Madame
- Guisan, the flag of the ca:nton of Vaud was placed directly 'hehind thelr seats.

; ana.rds the end »f the dinner the toasts e "The King" and "La ‘
Suisse" were proposed. by Mr. F., C. Pyman, who was in the Chair. ‘These were
followed by the Chairman's toast "Success 't M, V. "General Guisan.,M!

3 In proposing. this toast, Mr: Pyman referread to the 1nternatmna1
aspect of the &11p Yard,: eaying ‘that ¢n both sides of the M.V. "General
Guisan".were ships under construction for Eire, Norway, Denmark, Sweden, :
France, Chile and Brazil, and that 'it. was a specla.l pleasure for his firm %o

“have our coAuntry now on their order becks. .

.The speaker .said that he had very many happy memeries of previcus
vis:Lts to Smtzerland, and - 1ittle did he think then that cne day his firm
would have the hnncur to build the first ship for that country.

el aIMBY I‘yma.n nlsr‘ mentinned the happy agsociatien which ejusted
be’r,woen hls concern, and the:firm of Sulzer Bros,, in Winterthur,

In conclusion, he expressed his great pleasure tQ see arﬁ‘angist the
many distinguished guests-the Swiss Minister and Madame Ruegger.
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The toast was enthusiastically responded to by tho entire company
and in replying, the Swiss Minister said that he was deoply moved to witness
the launching ceremony, and that he felt sure that this emotimnn was shared
by all his compatriots. who were present at this event, especially as this
ship was sn closely associated to a living being, and the first ship in the
short history of Switzerland's Mercantile Marine, which was born and not
adopted.

Monsieur Ruegger continued by saying that theé Swlss people were
proud that this new vessel was coupled with the name of -Switzerland's groat
military leader, whn by hig undaunted spirit, ccurage and determination
saved our country from invasion.

The idea of building this ship, " he said "was born on Vaudois
territory, which is our Genor§l‘s native canten, and I wish to express my
appreciation to Monsieur Andre and the "Suisse Atlantique™ company for this
memorable enterprise,

The Minister also.said that Switzerland had always admired the
cultural activities of England and its Northern cowmties, throush whnse
co-operation the new ship had been launched into British waters, and that it
was an achievement which would warm the hearts of all. Swiss throushout the
world and strengthen the link between the cruntry whose colours the ship
would fly. '

Terminating his oration, Monsieur ‘Ruegzer, on behalf of his country-
men present and absent, extended to General Guisan his' sincere thanks for
the unforgettable speech which he made in 1940 on the higtorical grounds of
. the Rutli, exhorting his military commanders agssembled there, to steadfastness
in a time Futl of dangers to our country'!s ‘independence, (Loud applw1se)
Before resumine his seat he complimented Madame Guisan for the charming way
in which she had performed. the christening ceremony.

TN Loud applause greeted the.words of our:Minister. A touching
.éeremony'then,tOOk place, when Mr, Pyman, Managing-Director of Wm. Gray & Co.
Ltd., presented Madame CGuisan with a beautiful powder compact as a memento
of the occasion, thanking her for having undertaken the long journsy tn christen
.the ship which bears the name of her distinguished~husbami. e

il Then came the great moment of the evening- ‘it was anhounced that the
'General would address the vatherlng. Never—ending cheers from all sides of
the Hall sreeted him on rising, and he geemed vigibly moved by the spontanecus
reception. he received., General. Guisan, who spoke in French, said that the
launching céremony witnessed this afternoon; had made a deep impression on
bnth his wife and himgelf, and that 1t was a unique experience in the life of
a Swiss General, as never before in the history of our country had such an
event taken place. e

He spoke of the warm feelings engendered in our country during the
war by British respect for the neutrality of Swiss ships sailing on the high
seas, and of the many tokens of friendshlp towards our country expressed by
the late Prime Minister, Mr. Winston Churchill and Field-Marshall Mcntegomery,
and ‘members of the Government. Concluding his address he expressed the hope
that  the ship launched under such promising conditions may have a long,
distinguished and lucky life in sailing the hlgh seas.  The General received
a long and hearty ovation from the entire compamy - :

MonSieur Andre then was called upon to give the toast “The Builders!
and who then answered the question how Switzerland, a land of mountains, cows
and perhaps a few watchmakers, could possibly become interested in building
.ships. "It was, " he said, partly because the British - far frem being.
competitors - had freely offered help to the Swiss to become initiated into the
trade nf the sea, which was a remarkable example of the spirit and friendliness
of the British people for which Switzerland was grateful L
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