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SWISS BENEVOLENT SOCIETY
in New Zealand

Group New Zealand of the N.H.G.

' WELLINGTON.

JANUARY,1947.
| THE POQD_SITUATION IN SWITZ%RLAND”

Extract from a report of Dr Walter Stmnpfli.
Federal Oouncillor, 19th December,1946,

In avtumn 1945, the food situation in Switzerland has depreciated to a
minimum, During the winter 1945/46 a much needed,altliough slisht,
improvement was shown; but at the end of this vear (1946) the pOSition has
reverted to that of autumn 1945¢ Our present rations are reduced to bave
necessities and are much lower than those of ,for ins»ance‘ U,Se4, ,0anada,
Australia,Great Britain, Denmark, Sweden, Franoe sBelgium, Holland end
Noxway, There can be no question of a priv1lcged Iood situation in our
country,

- The stocks of grain reached the lowest lovel since 1939,  Since the
1st June,1946, the Swiss people have to be satisfied with the amall ration
of 225 grammes (4 1b.) of broad a day, and 500 grammes (1 1b, 2'0z,} of Ttmll
Posto products a month which is considerably below tho normal‘consumption.
According to information in our posseéssion all the other countries - exoopt
Gormany ond Austria - are appreciably botter off., If a fundamentel
amglioration of thc international allocations doos not take place in the
imme diate luturu,condltlons in our country w111 be oxtremcly critical.

: Th»ro is no doubt about the prosbnt pnpvallln d@fici sncy of fats and

" 01l the world over, but it does not Justify Sw1tzorland's place at the tail
“ond as is the case under this yoar's systam of international allocations.

Switzerland rocoives to-day about half the quantltios she used to get beforo
the war, whorcas other countrics (and not only thosc that wero actually

"damwpod during hhu war) rocoived 60 to lQQ% of their pro-war consumption.

Scarcoly'two~uhirds of tho moat con sumption of tho Swiss populatlon
could be suppliod by home production in 1946, and this will bo thu casc again
in 1947, Hero too,dospite tho fact that hoavily producing countrics liko,
for instancu,Denmark, would: bo willing to supply us, W arc up against an
attitudu on the part of the 1ntornat16na1 nllocations ‘board which it is
difficult to comprohbnd i - P

Tho cuts in milk and choose show the difficultlcs thit our authoritics
bavo to face in regard to milk and milk products. In 1946 tho only buttor
wo rocoivod was 1,300 tons from Donmark, whorcas during the same p\riod
England rcceiveod from that country alonu 50,000 tons,

an

RADIO LISTENERS: Information hasg bocen ruccived that in futurc the broadcasts

from Schwarzonburg will be prosented on Tucsdays and Saturdays from 7 p.m, to
8.30 pem. (N,Z.timo) on tho wave length 25,28 mcters with 100 kilowatts and
on 25,6l motors with 25 kilowatts,
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For sugar we have to use emcrgency stocks in order to keop up the present
small allocation,  Qur application to thc intcrnational alimentation authoritias
for an additional allowancec has bcen rojected, despite the fact that our quota
roached only 55% of prb~war consumption, whercas U,S,A. roceived 83%, Great
Britain and Canada 75% cach. Evon countrics supplicd in co-operation with
UNRRA like Italy, Yugoslavia, Grecce and Albania received 59% of thelr pre-war
consumption, Countries with lower purchasing rights than Switzorland are only
Austria and Pinland with 41 and 38% rcspcctively.

Aftor this roview Mr.Stampfll declarcs that:

(1) The allocations of important and even indispensable goods that
Switzerland receives are below the limits imposed by the provailing deficicncies
in the world.

(2) For various goods Switzerland rcceived either no purchasing 1l ght
at all, or an uncertain one; on the other hand allocations often camc too
late, and the goods were no longer available on the respective markots.

(3) With a fow excoptions,which we thankfully rccognisc, our country
was assigned sources of supply which wore ofton cxpensive, unfavourablo in so
far as freight is COanrnQd fruqucntLy-unCLrtaln, or gome times tho assignmeonts
were not workable. No consideration has been givon either to our traditional
sources of supply, or ‘to our own valuablo deliveries,

: (4) In casos where purchasing possibilities havo been freced in general,
and thoro should have been a likelihood of obtaining deliveries, it was

wdiscovercd that large countrics had assurcd for themsclves. s0le purchasing

ﬁwrights for the goods by long term contracts,

AT

Mr»Stampfli ‘comments that asg’ a ro ult of thlS allocation pructico wc had
to .pay highor prices, Ll 2e R i

The question arises why this harmful dlstlnctioh ohould bL iﬁfildféd on us
dospite;the fact that we arc placing willingly our production, as well as
capital, in the scivice of reconstruction (cxtornalicrodits) and of intor-

Anatibnal goodw111 organizations (Red Cross, Swiss Denations ete.) instoad of
pusgng our, productlon and capital for bargaining, move by move, so as to
-poceive tha maximum in supplies.

Visitors to our country may have gaincd a wrong impression from tho
cxecellent scrvice in our hotelsg,forgetting that the hotel industry in
Switzerland 1s a vory important part of our cconomy and has,therafore, to
naintain a cecrtain standard. These visitors of ten indulge in gunuralizing,

~and it 1sg the bwllbf of quite a number of Swiss experts that this fact may

’, have prejudiced the caso of Switzerland, Furthermore, the abscnce of long

queues of buyers, the well assorted tindowsi the carcful planning of resorves
in order to oxclude interruptions in supply through strikes, political troubles

cand othors, the abscence of a '"black marketi of any impoxtance, arc deceiving

gince they are indicative of plentiful provisiongrand of security.

For o long period we also made the mistake of providing visitors with
ample coupons which left the impregsion that there werc no supply difficulties
in the country. Thoss woll intontioned mistakes have now been roctificd,

Wo anticipate that finally the compctont authoritics of other countrics will
no longer consider us as tho "privileged! of tho: war, whose belt should yotb
be tightencd in the third post war year,

‘We claim no morc than %o De troatod as o cqual: when allocations arc
ma,dce : :
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