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On Friday, September Hth, the "Auslandgchweizertag!" began in Berne. Federal-
Councillor Petitpierre, extended to the delegates the greetings of the Swiss
Government. In hig address, he mentioned that during and immediately after

the war 471 Swiss nationals were killed and 172 injured.  There were 230

killed in Germany; 146 in France; 23 in Italy, 22 in Great Britain; 8 in
dustria, 6 in Poland and 36 in other countries. In addition 70 Swlss lost
their lives through various causes. - (Imprisonment in concentration camps etc.).

=A1together 74»426 Swiss have rsturned to the mother country, during and after
the war, or 15 per cent of all Swiss living abroad, Those, who have returned
came from the following coun'vieg; Germany 25,673; Austria 1,799, France,
16.743, Italy, 3,833 Polend 793 other Furopean countries 10, 094 and non-
Buropean countries 4, 282, ’

Dr, R. Jezler, of the Federal Justice and Police Dept., in Berne, speaking on
the giestion of Dual Natlonality, was of the opinion that Dusl Nationality
shou%d not be abolighed without welghty reasons, but that the right of
depriving Bwiss of thelr nationality in certain cages should be congidered.

Federal Chancellor, Dr. ‘Leimsgruber, . referred to the proposal of the London
Swiss Delegation, that Swiss nationals abroad should be ‘able to secure

. repregentation in tbe 5wiss Parliament: <in his expose he gaid that. according
to ‘the present const titution no such representation was.possible, but that it
was well worth it %o study the question with a view to altering the respective

b'. constitutional laws.,

The question of military tax was also discussed, and it is hoped thax the
London Delegatss will fully report on the result of thesge: deliberaxions.

The "Auslandschweizertag“ was concluded on Sunday the 7th at" the War Memorial

at Murten, on' which occasion speeches were made by Dr. H. P.' Zschokke, President
- of the MAuslandschwelzeriwerkesh of the. Nas H., Mr. A, F. Suter (London) ‘and
anderal~Councillor Kobelt. :
. At the Luncheon which followed the delegates were addressed by M. Glasson, on

behalf of the eamtonal government of Friboure, Dr. Willenegger and Proafegsor
~Michaud of the Nouvelle Societe Helvétiqua.
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WIMPRESSION OF AV ENGLISHMAN - IN ~SWITZHRLAND. "

(This article is re—printed with due acknowledgment
from the WSPEOTATORM August 8th, 1947.)

One risk any intending visitor to’ Switzerland must be prepared to face ~ of
dying of a surfeit in his first week. To be geated, an hour after leaving
the asroplane, before a steak representing much more than a week's meat .
ration at home, to be served with two meat meals daily and invariably offered
a gecond helping ~ all this is an experience to which the Englishman's war-
time and post-war digostive gystem.isg i1l attuned.  But custom can blunt
~Pleasure as well as sorrow, and what ought to seem excessive (as in ‘fact 1t
is) soon agsumes the dimensions of the merely adequate. . Meals are a material



o SR
Sylvester - Obet

A me Altaohr Obet dc isch es de Bruuch
do macht me sich 1ost1g ond hauts Oppe ruuch
do chomets denn zédme de Hans ond de Fritz, .
ond h&nd & paar Flasche ond verzellet enand Witz
sie plauderet ond- mdmmelet, wie's &.so goht,
d'Ziit goht ome, ond 's werd denn halt spoht
entlech gegem Morge do findet sie sel Ziit,
7Zunge wardet schwir ond de Heiweg ist wiit,
do trampets denn use of dem lange Weg,
de Hans ond de Fritz sind nilime guet zweg,
sie gond Arm in Arm ond' verwechslet ino Bei,

- ond plampet omepand, chond fast nilime: h@1,~
d'Chleider verhodlet ond d'Schueh volle Choat
ond miiend no acht geh, dass sie's nod obersohloht
erst deheime do chonnts "he  RheSlL gl .
es tlieg ne -néd-guet, dé viele.Wii, .- ;
nooh & paar Stonde, de Chopf ist so schwdr, .

g'édrgst ist denn Obere, de Mage ist lar,

denn sdgets zue sich”selber, was bin i .for:en Porscht,
Gester hani z'viel g'soffe ond ‘hiitit -hani no Dorscht,
do machets ehrni Gedanke, ond ndnd sich denn wvor
Jetz werd denn niime so viel g'soffe.im neue Johr'

A, Moosberger.

o qer Veiliel e/ Lishales e g e Tigi et el e e e e el e

thems to dwell on but they serve ag symbol of the general lavishness which,
next to its mountains and lakes, is Switzerland's salient characteristic to
the Enelishman, and most other Europeans today. ghops and markets are full
of fruit and- vegetables, apples-.and pears, plums and apricots and nedtarines
end peaches and cherries and bananas (as many of these lagt as you want)
‘mostly at. prices well below what they would cost 3f you could. get them in
‘Englali : &

For thal matter all the shops are full of everythlng Sbabby T3‘11g,15.shmen,
strainliag the currency regtrigtiong to renew their werdrobes without coupons -
. 1 have Just seen walxxng ‘the streets of Thun a palr of unmistakable Swiss

- ghoes’ that will soon te evoking dstonf:iment and adniration in the Banbury
road -~ and some of them debating whether to invest in shirts that would
perplex Piccadilly or Tisk finding themgelves before the coupon~period ends

* with no chirts at all.: Most of:these things cost rather-more at the current
rateof exchange- (about 17.35 to thé £) than in London,--but ladies! underwear,
I learn on good and entirely suitable authority, is much .cheapery particularly
~ but what need, after all, to particularise? As for the confiseries and
chocelate~ghops they are beyond anything the Eneglighman of: todey-.can imagine-
the lccal “demand. must be enormous, for every third or fourth shop seems to
offer guch wares, ghops full. of chesges flank shops full of cutlery and
others full of leather-ware, It ig all part of the general lavishnesss even
the lavatory-clsterns do thelr work.with a vigour.and a volume that would
horrify the Metropolitan Water Board. ¥lectric lights blaze all night, Only
coal is short ‘and dear.

H

But of course, there is far more than bhat to Sw“fverland, and the common
things hére strike the traVeller returning -after seven or eight years with a
new freghness, ' - Never, ‘éven before the war, do I remsmber Switzerland as
. quite the garden it 1s today. The number of millions of geraniums alone is

- beyond bomputation. It must run easily into ‘'scores, for hot  the humblest

wooden‘chalet ‘1s without its adornment of .scarlet and- green alcng every window

’sill.\ Trees here ‘dre not planted so much by rivers of water as by pools of

: water, pools-some nf them several miles Tong, Newver, I should imagine, did
any ‘country know how to make so much of water and eresnery, - You look across

the' brilliance of flowers and ‘the ereen of mown grags to the brilliant blue of

the lake, with moreé emerald’ grass beyond, and above %“hat the deeper green of

the pines, ‘and capping all the eternal snows. That is Switzerland, and the




: first week of 1t leaves the mglish man da.zzled and bewildered.

- And yet there ig more still to it than that, Sensuous satisf&ction is well
ennugh, and we are entitled to a little of it in all conscience. But it is

in other spheres that the contrast between this country and our own becomes
disturbing, With the air of prosperity goes an umilstakable air of
tranquility, It is only when the sight of so many quiet untroubled faces in
the streets strikes you that you realise how much of: that ig ebsent in the
streets of English towns., The children are the hdalthlest I remember seeing
anywhere, and thé livellest and the happlest, ard a gianie at the young men

and girlg of twenty shows how 1ittle the promiss of idhoed has falled., They
work hard and they work well, and they kncw how bq“ vca the most of their
Pleasures ~ swimming or rowing of ‘cycling (the ¢yglos in gwltzerland seem o

‘be 1ittle fewer than the geraniums), clim’bh.g, maicing music or 1isten1ng to it,
or simply sitting and eating ices or sipping coffde or light beer and talking
to their friends at the crowled tables packed close outslide cafesg great and '

Nerar o

Cleanhliness, in the trains, in the trams, in the hotels, in every public
building, is as conspicuous as it ever wasge The spotless third-class
cerriages with their varnished slatted seaby are cocier ag woll as cheaper than
the gecond or first, and the visitor, unloss he suffsrg from undue pomposity,
soon decides which it is wise to choose., = You get your lunch on the train, and
with great respect to the I,N.E,R. and L.M.S. you draw inevitable comparisons
in regard to food, service and comfort, However, the cost 1s equivalent to
a 1little more than 5/-- meals are not cheap in’ Switzerland, Nor are ‘hany
other things. perha.pa moat things. %
What a country to return to. you tend to say, as you stand in some small Swiss
thwn on & bridge aver a blue rushing river, with 014 red ga’bles overhanging it
here and flower-clad slopes liming it there and the vhite mountains piercing
the heavens ssmewhers in the distance, = Yes,' no dsttt, in some ways. But 1t
is not always Summer in Switzerland, and not nothing but sunchine when it is
SBummer., And there arsé higher- destinies in 1ife than to retire to a perennial
garden, - The garden here, the garden of Switzerland; 'ls th o*‘oue;hly right in
itself, The men and women who have made ‘thé garden have worked hard to make
1t and work hard today to keep it what it ig, lives =xe far fuller and richer
far being lived in the midst of what they have created, ~ We have nob the same
right to enter into their 1abo1n‘s. : e Epk : =

A well-mm, or well-ordered country. A country Where the 1ittle courtesies
that-do ‘86 much to:smooth 1ife are observed.: You can go'to a shop. agk for
something ‘that they haven!t quite got, spend ten minutes ‘turning ovér this
garment and that, and be sped on your way, as ‘you depart empty-handed, with a
pPleasant and perfectly sincers "a votre service.!’  We, of courge, are tired;
AuUr-nerves are over—strained,  This people is nelther tired nor stra.ined. wIt
has suffered directly from neither of the wers, and seeing vhat the country is
and how it lives one can underctand the paselonate det erwnation of the Swiss
that nothing, net oven membership of the United Natisas, shall Y& allowed to
- embroil 1t in the:quarrels of greater nelshPours,  Mearwhile,’ 1t can at least

‘glve regt and, in the literal senge recreation; %o tenk of tho'u.sands of E‘nglish
- men -and women (not even Switzerland, it must be recoqnis%;&, could luJ:'_e,Scotsmen
from Sentland) this Summer, RN ‘

After their three or four weeks, or what it may be, they will turn resretful

. steps homeward, pondering on nne conclusion forced: 1-‘6'\"J.'l'c«b1y upon them, In
~England ‘we are living as circumstances compel us t5- ‘live;- here in Switzerland

men. and women are 1iving as men and women ought to live, " This is the rizght

; .. and normal .1ife ~ nnt, of course, merely matérialiy,  What we have been missing

these lagt years most of us have not quite realised till''we were able ¢nce mcre
to get away and look at Fngland from outside. The vantage point, no deubt, is
. almost unigues There-can hardily be another counfry “in Mirs>pe where contentment
. 1s as widely gpread ag in Sultuerland. It does nct alter the fact that the - inue
~unique is no more then what the normal ought to 'bs; ani cur unending task must
be to bridge the gulf, : The secret of thé means mugt te digcovered somehow.

9f esursge, the differences betisen Switzerland end Pnelaud ard too fundamental
and tos numerous for eny comparigon to yleld far-reaching results. It can
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only yield suggestions and stimulus. The Englishman in Swltzerland cannet
quite dispel the reflection that he will be returning in a week ar two from
sunshine .to gsembreness, figuratively as well as literally. Bubt he can at
leagt resolve that what he has gained in Switzerland shall be turned as far as
may be to turning sombreness in England into sunshine. ¥ :
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DELICIOUS SWISS FOOD SPECIALTIES
ARE DIFFERINT -~ AND .EASY T0 FREPARE.

Scenic Switzerland has a reputation for watches, cheeds, textiles, yodelers
and contented Holstelns, But visitors to neat Swiss citles and chalet~
embroidered resorts find more here than breath taking scenery and a friendly
people with a knack for mountain climbing and skiing, ~They find ‘the Swiss
are also mighty skilful in the kitchen, . ' »

Geurmets whe slalom around Switzerland find every region has its =wn
Specialtiss. Weat! s more, many of them are easy to prepare right at hcme.

Here is a dish from Zurich - imported from the old section of town near 8%,
. Peter!s Church where many fine restaurants are located in coisurful Guild‘
.houses that date back hundreds of years,. NLeberspiesslill ig a calf's liver
 rpecialty., Just cut the liver, in slices;sbeut two inches square, and wrap
the slices in sage leaves. Then alternate cach liver square with a slice
ef bacon on a wooden skewer and cook in a frying pai with butter and onions.

Anether Zurich favourite is MGeschnetzeltes Kalbfleisch" — minced veal te you.
 Bimply slice a cut of wveal into small bits, bréil in dbutter cnder a slyw fire
and serve with your own favourite cream sauce. For the real Swiss teuch, a
white wine sauce should be used, In Zurich, this specialty is always
accompanied by "Rbatil ~ Switzerland!s national potato dish, |

Prepare pstatoes this way, and you will understand why an entire meal is often
made out of Rosti, with tematoes er salad. First boil the potatees, then
peel and slice very thin and press into a loose cake, Fry in butter wntil

- golden brown, ;

Famous for its dairy products, it is natural that Switzerland has many
specialties made with cheese, HEspecially popular is "Fondue® ~ a gert ef
glorified Welsh rarebit, that originated im the French speaking part >f the
country.  This recipe for the Neuchatel Fondue is just one of several
varieties. Rub a little garlic on the inside of an earthenware dish, . Shred
abeut one pound of imported er demestic BSwiss cheese.  Péur one pint ef dry
white wine into the dish and heat almsst to the boiling psint.  Nrw add the
cheese, about one tablespoon of flour, and salt, pepper and nutmeg to taste.
Stir constantly with a wooden speon er fark until the Fondue starts to bubble,
4dd six tablespoons af Kirsch (white cherry brandy) and serve, keeping the
Fendue het over an electric eridile er alcohnl'lamp, Fendue is never gserved
on separate plates. Everybody impales small squares ef French breal on a
fOfk and dunks inte the "cemmunity" Fondue, which should be accompanied by
white wine and kirsch, Fondue parties are great fun for pienics and week-
ends in the cewntry, ; o

Schaffhausen, an antique town near Zurich, has a specialty that is popular
threughout Switzerland, toe, Onion piel  Peel and cut two pounds of onisns
.in emall pieces, Turn in butter until glazed sr brownish in celswr.,  Prepare
a regular pie douch and place in pie form, Spread the oniens on the deush,
and add a sauce of two well beaten eges with cream added. = Caok in a slow te

medium even for abeut twenty minutes, or until the ple erust is done-

7ver in the Grissns regien ~ vhere §t. Moritz, host to the 1948 Winter Olympic
Gemes is lecated — dried meats and sausages are unusual delicacies.  These local
Grisons specialties are almost impossible ta get here, But this recipe fer a
Grisons meat pie will win yau plenty of compliments. Mix 3 - 4 ounces of yeal,
and 3 -~ 4 ounces of pork, wlith 2 ounces of finely aliced bacon ?preferably fat)




	"Impression of an Englishman in Switzerland"

