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OLD AGE AND SURVIVORS INSURANCE,
e e i 0101, 010 T b e e

On tho 6th of July the Swiss electorate went tn the poll, for the
socond time within two months, this time in cannection with the 0ld Age and
Survivers Insurance and the new articles nf the Federal Crnstitutisn on
Ecnrnomic and Sncilal matters.

The 01d Age and Survivors Insurance hag teen accepted by 895,902
against 234, 308 votes, and the articles on Heonomic and Sccial matters by
582,449 against 520,170 vntes,

It may well be sald that the 6th of July, 1947, will be a memcrable
day in the histery of Swiss demncracy, especially as regards sccial legislation.

Ab the first glance, the ahcve figurcs shnw, firstly, that for
the first time for very many years an extremely higch proporticn cf the
electrrate has come ta the Poll. Secnndly, that the Act cn Cld Age and
Swrvivors Insurance has beon adopted by the enormous majority ef 4 4 1,
Thirdly, that the new Articles of the Federal Constitution on eccnomic and
social matters have been adnpted by only a small majority.

It 1s particularly eratifyine to nate that 87% of the citizens
have taken part in the vctes sf the 6th July. Since the existence of the
Federal State, this proporiion was exceeded only twice; in 1915 for the
introductisn of a war tax (94%) and in 1938 when "Romench! was recognised
as one of the natinnal lansuazes (91%)., In 1931, when the first Act on Cld
Age and Survivors Insurance was rejected by the jeople, snly 78% of the
citizens hed come tn the Pnll, and this was already a hish figure,

It is eratifying because in recent years voices were to be heard
here and there expressing doubts as to the value of our system cf direct
demncracy. In view of the small proprrtion of those ugually taking part in
the voateg, the impression was spreading that the number of citizens
interested in public affairs was gradually declining. The 6th of July has
very froriunately and vwery clearly shown that this impressien was a false one,
Indeed, the Swiss pesple seem to have moved bg "a tidal wave of geod will,"
as a commentator has put it. It ceems therefore, proper to reccrd first cf
all this revival of civic spirit, which no dsubt weuld ccns~lidate, if need
be, the prestige of our demncratic institutions,

Nelther have the fears besen proved justified of these whe see in
the Referendum a brake to gncial progress, It is true, asg Federal Counsellcr
Stampfli hasg expressed it recently in a speech he delivered to the
International Lebour Conference sithing in Geneva, that sccial progress is
slower and more ardunus in a ccunfry with a Referendum than in anether where
citizens have cnly the right ta elect their representatives in Parliament.
The very history of the Gld Ags Insurance Act is a procf of it, as the
principle of Old Age Ingsurance has been accepted ty the Swiss pecple as far
back as 1925, It has thus taken 22 years to implement it.  But, again,
the vote of the 6th July shows that, however slowly, ideas make headway and
surely, %o quote once more M, Stampfli, an Act which has thus expressly
received the assent of ths people, has an all the more sclid faundation, and
its revisinn in a regressive sense is made all the more 4ifficult and
unlikely,

The majority of some 600,000 vntes and the proportion of
acceptance ~f 4 4 1 by which the Act was passed, has been a great surprise
to everybody., Even the mnst optimistic did not expect a preportion of
acceptance higher than 2 , 1, It may be of sorme interewt fer the sake of
cnmpariscn tn recall that in 1912 annther important part of the Swiss social
legislatinn, namely, the Act nn Sickness Insurance and Werkmen'!s Cempensaticn,
as well as, in 1937, the Penal GCnde, were adopted by majcrities cf only some
40,000 vntes., Even th» principle af N1d Age Insurance was carried in 1925
cnly by a majority of less than 200, 000.

_ Whatever one may think nf the qualities nr of the defects of the
new Act, the fact that the accepting majority has heen an everwhelming cne,



el

should be considered as nig
inclwdes undoubbedly L

As &t 1s, this majority

3 oi ever_; category of the population. The
Act has not been passed a t the will of any of these categories or of
important parts tuerejc“ Tv ig not a triumph of one over another,

Peagants as well ag workers, Conservabtlves as well as focialists, Fremch and
Italian as well as Guz*mma- speakine Cantons, have taken their share in the
victory, and congequentiy in the responsibility it entails. It 1 well go.
The 0id 4ge aud Survivors Insurance Act 1s a work of national solidarity.
Its enforcemset inplies the willing co—operation of one and all, It will
impose on thls and on future gorevabions a heavy financial burden. The »
Swisg f@O Jle have, with woemigtekable clearness, expressed the will to under-
take the and to acecept the burden, UndeBuihasp-cireuhsbonces, there is
no reason to doubt that any dirficulties which may arige in the enforcement
of the Act will be successTully overcome, fiwhere therets a will, theret!s
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Az regardg the new Articles of the Congbitution on economlc and
goclal matbers, the accepling majority ls comparatively a small one of only
some 60,000 citizens and of four Cantong, It is difficult, particularly
from abroad, to,analyse the reasons which have led more than 500, 000
cltlzens Lo voze fVi.\u’vl“ bo he Arvicles touch on manifold matters and
theref‘ore 8 to manifold objections. Here again, it can
hqrdl" that definite groups as a whole have been !'for! and others
the general characteristic of thege Articles i,
freocdom of industry and commerce ls guaranteed,
I'sderal Stale to restrict thig freedom in

there wag no general enthusiasm for accepting
fting to the State further respongibilities,.
he Ygyes' and 'noes" geems to iudicate that
rather as a necessary evil than as a
development which it co ble, This reluctance has not escaped
the notice of the authoritlies concerned who have slready, in commenting on
the vote, volced their Inteulion to exercise thelr new powers with caution
and restraint. Thig zscems indeed to be the right conclusion to be drawm
from a pretty even Poll. True democracy, does not only imply that the
minoriiy must submit to the majority but also that the opinion of the
minority, vleulariy of a strong one, has to be duly taken into account
whern cacy

these restr
The gmall d
the people accepied
c wrpg GL' irab

The hwo votes of the Gth of July certainly ramk smongst the most
important the Swiss peovle have hai to take in the last twenty=five years.
By introducing 01d Age emd Survivors Insurance they have achieved a very
great soc progress, which was keenly expected by a large number of
citizens, Dy reviszing the Artlclies of the Constitution on economic and
gsoclal naliers, they have brought the constitutional frame of economic and
gsoclal legislalion into harmcny with the requirements of our times and
opened the door to further progress.
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RECIPE.

TBACLER  BRUNZLI.
('r'e«r;:}w."«,::'f;ened iBasle Brownles.!)

Ingredients; - Two (2) W of egg,
Seven (g/ 0%y, SULATr
Nine (9 Mo Ainosiis (or other nuts).

Four (4) oz, Derk Chocolate powder (or cocoa).

othods~ Beat white of sgg adl sucar then aild the ground almonds cr other nuts
and gbvir, Add the egrated chocolate or cocoa, Knead lilghtly.

Roll out on gprinkled sugar to a thickness of slightly less than
1/e",  Cut dough into various shapes such as stars, half-moons,
hsarts etc., and bake in very low heat until drys that is to say,
untll they no longer adhere to the tray,
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