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WELLINGTON % Z. it 4 : Volume 3.
NOVEMBER ;A9 s o0 e o ol e e -12th year.

ELECTION: RESULTS.

i  The follbwiag are the final Tesults of the election for the
' Nabtional Council beld on the 25th - 26th of October, 1947, as well as the
. couparative figures for 1943,

' Rsdloel Demcowate (Igherale) -w = e 7t DE 47

Hoclal Demoerdis . : o ’ 48 55

. Gatholie Cone v 44 43

Tarmorg & Cltizens E 21 22

‘ ,.I'nrlepe;ndeh_‘t Pa;-:ty ) : 8 i

Liberal Censervative 7 8
Party of Work (Gommunisbé) T4l Prohibited

Democrats 5 6

With affiliation 2 6

' Tobal 194 194

THE SWEISS. ARMY IN THE VORLD OF TODAY.
L Sdn e Sishe et 000000~ —===———=—
(Exg~ Pierre Beguin ... Service suisse des ondes courtes).

; Swiss militeary traditions are very old. You will prcbably
- remember that between the 17th and the 16th centuries, our country was a
nilitary power with which even the biggest nations of the time had to
- reckon. The- Confederates of those days were not only in a pcsition which
. enabled them to defend thelr territory against any aggressions but they were
.algo able to carry on a policy:of territorial expansion and conquests. They
- did this until the-baltle of Marienano - in other words, till the beginning
of the sixieenth-century. Az a mabtter of fact, the very strong position
which Switzerland. then held could have heen maintained for a long time if
our ancestors had not then weskened each other in the course of both religious



and ether internal struggles,

Ircm that time cn, a very strong military traditien has survived
in Switzerland. 0f course, saying that we have taken many initiatives in
that particular drmein er that we have intrcduced striking innovations in
the science nf strategy would definitely be saying too much, We did nnt
have a chance »of deineg so, because, for a long time, war left eour country
aside. Nevertheless, there has been no lack, in Swltzerland, of military
leaders who were able to take up the military imnovations developed by
other ceuntries wlth all the necegsary faculty of discriminaticn, and to
adapt them intelligently and efficiently to cur particular conditions both
from the political and the military peint of view., One may even sgy that
in this senge, generalion afier generation , they have accomplished a task
which was anything but negliglble. There is seme reascn te suppose that
this is still the case to-dgy. A proof of that suppesition might be
found in the fact that the Irench General de Lattre de Tassieny has Just
made & comparatively lengthy visit te our army. 0f course, as far asg sur
armement aud equipment is concerned, he has ebviously net bsen able %o
make any very striking discoveriles. They have not gnt to be cub of date
yets on the contrary, they have been modernised at an accelerated rate
during the last world couflicb. However, on the whole, one may say that
eur preseat armament ard eyuipment have been introduced during the first
years of ilhie war and tha! from the material peint of view we have not yet
tesken into censlderation the experiments made on the battlefields during
its lagt and final mnnthe. And yet ene knows that these experiences
have been decisive and ihat they have brousht with them a reveluticn of
military art -~ or, as one should say to-day, of military science. For
instance; we have no Radar apparatus at our digpesal and 1t 1s only in a
few months that ws shall have jet planes at our disposal. All thig trings
usg to the conclusion that the Swiss army lg interesting from quite anether
paint of view, which partly at leact, accounts fer &eneral de Lattre de
Tassigny's visit, For nne thing, paradoxical as it may sevnd, as far as
its military power is concerned, our arry 1s the seccnd mast pecwerful
military force in present—day Eurcpe. This is due to the fact that the
" nationg which have lost the war have not eot any army left at all, while
the liverated countries have nst yet had a chance of reconstituting theirs,
gso that there is only nae proper army left in Western Burope -~ and that is
eursl One ngy cay that, for a short length of time at least, we are
again in a glvuation similar to that which we had reached in 1515, jJust
before the bvabttlo of Marignanc., It is hardly necessary to add thav
nevertheless, the situation 1s very different from what it wag then, as the
Swiss ~f today have not the slightegh intention of making the game use of
their army as thoir ancestors had done at that time,

Hawewer, our situatinn remains strong, as it was threuchout the
war, bscause we are ln a positinn te inflict serious and costly losses te
anyone who would try to attack wus, There ig no doubt about it that we
were avle tn retvain our independence during the last war cnly awing te the
fact that the German high commard knew quite well that an attempt at
conquering Switzerland would necessarily be successful in the end, but would
at the game time, mean a considerable logs of time and sacrifices of all
proportion with the adwvantazes which would have been derived frem the
occupation of our completely devastated territory. If a new canflict were
to arise fer the same reasineg a wictorieus army mizht, in spite of its
successes elsewhers, prefer gning around our territory and encircling it g6
as to strangle ug from the economic and alimentary point of view,

It 1s possible - we cannot sgy for cortain -~ that General de

Lattre do Taysieny wished to see for himself if this was in fact the case.

-~ Anyway, whalever the reasons »f his visit may be, we know that he has seen
brth our modilised troops and cur recruit schecls with the greatest interest.
The most nriginal aspects of cur military system are on the ene hand the
fact that the initial period of ingtruction for the man is very shert, only
lasting four months, and, cn the sther, the gpeod ¢f mobilisaticn which we
can achieve ewing to the fact that our men keep their arms, their perscnal
equipment and their amminition at homes They say that 1t 1s to this aspect
of our army that the General devoted the most of his attention. He has, in
fact, expressed his sdmiration for our system - and that is a certificate of
which we are proud.
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