
Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 12 (1947)

Heft: 3

Rubrik: Sundry news

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 06.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


would "bo under no obligation to resign office.

ti(e) He sums,

The Confederation consists of the Swiss People, considered as a

solidary unit, as well as the Canton's, considered as 22 federated States with
equal rights/- The People are represented "by the National Council, yet they
reserro their right of opposition by a veto against the decisions of the Chambers

in the shape of the facultative Referendum. Moreover, no modification of the
Constitution can be made, if the People of a majority of' the Cantons oppose it.
If eight Cantons demand a Referendum» the laws voted by the Chambers will have
to be submitted to the People's vote.

The equality of the two Councils is based upon the equality of the
constitutive elements of the Confederation. The rights of Initiative or
Referendum, safeguarded by the people or by the Cantons, correspond to the
principle of the sovereignty of the People. nevertheless, the disadvantages
of an assembly government and of undisciplined parliamentarism have been avoids-
as the Federal Council, i.e, the Government of the country, is elected for a term
of 4 years, and is not liable to resign office, if its action meets with the
disapproval of the Parliament.

In all these institutions one can recognise the will to put the rule
of the People's Sovereignty into practice, and at the came time to give the
public .Authorities the necessary stability and independence,

REPRESENTAT IOR OF
'

THE PEOPLE IN THE CANTONS.

In most of the Cantons the Legislative Assembly consists of one
Chamber, in which the representation of the People is assured in a similar manner
to that adopted by the Confederation, to guarantee the Democracy of the People
and the stability of the ''Government.

Most of the Cantonal Governments are elected by the direct vote of the
People.

GENERAL CHARACTER OP THE REPRESENTATION OP THE PEOPLE.

In all sections of the Administration and of the various Authorities
the collégial system is preferred to that of individuals, who bear the sole
responsibility. Reminding one of the Anglosaxon "team spirit," it is the result
of a double-pre-occupation. In the first line the Swiss have an instinctive
aversion to every form of personal power in politics. Secondly, they cultivate
the habit, of electing to positions of .Public Authority representatives of the
principal political, social, religious and language groups existing among them.

The collégial system, therefore, is the expression of a democratic
need and also of the diversity of the population. It is sc carefully applied,
that it is often said that Switzerland has no. Chief «f the.State nor a supreme
Commandant of her Army in peace times. In the Confederation the Executive Power
rests with the Government as a whole, i.e., the Federal Council, consisting of 7
members of the Parliament which elects them and each year nominates one of these
magistrates as President of the Confederation. 'While continuing to supervise
his Department in the Administration, the President, who is just "primus inter
paros, " represents the Government at State receptions arid ceremonies, without
talcing any political action on his sole responsibility..

SUNDRY NEWS.

FEDERALt Switzerland has entered the field of atomic research, called nuclear
'physical research in scientific circles, and will spend an annual amount of one-
million francs for this purpose under a decree submitted by the Federal Council
to our two houses of parliament. It is stressed that we shall never make atomic
bombs and that the subsidy is intended only for research for peaceful purposes.
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