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8.

’ NEWS FROM THE S.B,C. (SWISS BROADCASTING CQRPORATION).

Uolonel Foldmenn,bthe founder of the Sol.datenspende during the war 1914~18,
died at the age of 79 years.

In the election of the State Council of the Canton of Basle Oity,the left
parties and the 'Rourgeols® both relurned 6. seats and the 2 remaining seats
. belonging to the Evangelist Pa¢uy are now the deciding factor. Noticeable
changes in party SuLbnbbﬂ are the logs ‘of -tle Socialist Party from 39 to 33;
whereas the PdA, Lommunlst) went from pf 6’ BLs- the Indepundents (Duttweiler)
drOpped from 9 to 5. 3

In 1945 Swiss Sfr,1,050,000,000 have been paid‘in taxes by the Swiss people,
The debt of the OOﬂledGT&ulon without consideration of thb debts of the cantons
and communities,has risen Ay ng the war frem four billion to over ten billion
gwiss francs. ' ' :

A head of a ;am4lJ with two ch L :en ard an 1ncomb of 5fr.10,000 has to
pay the following taxes annually. o

In: Zurich S

i Chux e “Sfr, 1339
it Altdorf SRR
M Glarue i Sfx, 337

On a fortune of Sfr.100,000 whﬂch would not be taxablb in New Zeal%nd
the taxes amount to the LOllOJ‘Q@ figures:

In Zurich Sfr. 615
i Chur BEp, 2060 =0
ol Baors & 5 LBEr,” ’715 =
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g ss BOLLT JCAL AST’E‘CLS ll\T 1946

By
D, Marcus’ Fel dmnan,

1946,the first year after the war,is slowly drawing towards its close. The
nations are groping to find a way to a -now-psace rorder and although but a
relatively rough ocutiinc of this peace is to be perceived,this outline is
gomewhat favorable ag a rosult of the negotioations -in New York. At any rate,
the problem must not only prcoccupy the minds of the former belligercnt nations,
but alse those who have TbmﬂjA’O.nLub;a¢ during the world conflict; among those
nations figures Switzerland. : b :

In 1946 Switzerland’s foreign policy was dominated by twe principal éims;
the re-cestablishment of normal diplomatic relations with Soviet Russia and the
preparation of Switzerlandis attitude to the United Nations. In both rospects

our country has achicved considcrable success in the past year. Normal diplomatie

relations between Sovict Russia and Switzerland were assumed in March 1946,after
an intorruption of 28 yoars. Tho rospective ministers have oponed officos in
both capitals. Not only havo diplomatic rclations between the two countrics now
been established,but the politlcal relations have also visibly relaxcd. Only a
yea; ago,Soviet Pussvmn propaganda occasionally tried to make Switzorland appoar
a pro-fas01st country, Once. they cvon went so far as to accusec the. head of the
Fodoral Political Department, F*dgrq] Conncillor Petitpierre,of boing the

. oxponent of a plot aimod &gains’ peaco,  Those attacks disappearcd in 19456,and
Sovict Russia now gcems poﬁl cally to'valuc the maintaining of correct
rclations with Swit2¢ land, “Only thus can thie repcated Russian proposals to
ostablish the scat of the Uaited Natfons in Ceneva be expldined.

Within a rolativc 1v short period,tho situntion has indced undorgone a
radical change. Switgerland's policy with mcgard to the UN is baged on two
principal thoughts., On the onc hand,the wishcs %o co-operate activoly in the
world reconstruction.within the framowork of hor possibilitics,and is thorefore
willing to lond every posgible gupport to thé UN. On the other hand,Switzerland
is detormincd to maintain her pergonal indepcndence in the form of her poxmancnt
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