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o : Por these reasong the Federal Council will spars no effort to
bring the negotiations with the Secretary General, which will be continued in
New York, to a favorable conclusion,-- The final decision‘will lie with the
(Beneral ASSembly of the United Nationsg, -

X Switzerland has been accepted as a member in the meantime,

xx  The UNO have decided to take over the building to house therein certain
Buropean branches of the organization,
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PICTURES OF DEMOCRACY.

1. "Coalition of Congumerg”,

A consumers' ‘co-operative society, based on the principles of
the pioneers of Rochdale is shown ag large and small enterprise. Its
organization may resemble that met with abroad. Remarkable for Switzerland,
however, is thelr large nunber, Every fourth fanily 1s a member of a co-
operative society. .Ah association in which the 546 local co-operative
societios are gathercd and which supplics thése with goods, is (in peaco-time)
Switzerland's greatest importer and at the same time the most important
cugstomer of Swiss industry and agriculturo,

= True, magnitude rosulits in oconomic power, but it saps or cven
, dostroys community life. Real community can grow more lively in a small
parish than in some large town, whero tho ‘co-operative socicty becomes a groat
onterprise, whoso members no longer attond tho gonoral mooting, whero
‘intormediate functions, co-operative parliaments, interpose themselves, backed
by a few active members and consumers, often only interested in the bonus.

In a study made by the V 8 X (Federation of Swiss Consumers!
Co-operative Societies) 1t is stated, that the interest of the members in the
co-operative soclety's activity diminishes as the society grows larger, Thus
the question arose, how the democratic systom of representation - general
moeting, meeting of delegates, plebiscite, initiativo, roferendum etc, - could
best be maintained, within great co-operative socicties with many thousands of
members (Basle 62,179, Zurich 27,389, Geneva 23,093 and so on), so that the
contact betwoen the co-operative society and its mombers would remaln as lively
as possible, Noteworthy in'this connoction is the new tendency to
decentralize the co-operative organizations in towns and large parishes with
nume roud stores, 8.2, Basle with 252, Zurich with 156, Berne with 46 etc.,
through creation of a store communalty in each quarter,

2. "Democracy in the Making', deals with the Swisgs machine and metal .
industries' labour peace agreement which was reached in 1937 and 1s still in
operation, and with the p0531bi11tles and expectations derived therefrom,

MPhis treaty was 51gned by the associations concerned as a
purely private contract, without the help of the state. Thereby, 1.8, by
means of & volun$any contract labour peace has been gecured for the most
important of the Swiss 1ndustries, which employe more than 100,000 hands,
which is more than a quarter of the whole number of Switzerland's factory
workers, Insbead of emplayers locking their workers out, or workers going on
strike, labour peace has been.agreed upon. The contracting partics
relinquish compul sory medsures and have agreed amicably to sattle every
contention, cspecially wage dispubes, reither by discussion at the enterprise
concerned or, if satisfaction cannot bo obtained, by arbitration, the loadors
of the respoctive associations acting as arbiters, or, should thesc not be
able to agree, by & noutral court:of arbitration empowerod cvontually to mako
ite docision binding. o i

Tho same troaty also'ohcduragos tho constitution of workors'
committoos, compe tont to act in tho sonse .of tho labour poace agrocmont,

The contract, after having been in operation for geveral years
and renewed recently, has stood its test. Considering that in bygone times
of dearth, wage disputes were the order of the day and that as late as 1930
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strikes wore,at 300 factories T@SpOnSlblb for the loss of 205,000 working days,
‘one will TG&liZn ‘both the importanCu of “the ' treaty'ﬁjeffect and the underlying
chango O mantality. B Nowadays even dffficulties’ of “Omu conqequence can be
s6ttled by way of amicable agrecment, Néever sinca the treaty was ‘signed,has
arbitration had to be resorted to,as every disputs could be quash@d at the
stage of the prgceding discusgion.

The »articular velue of the solution agrced upon lies in the fact
‘BHit 1t Was not dictated from abova,bit rests on the will of “and 1s borne by
the participants. Mr.Konrad Ilg,th@ meritorious chairman of thé ‘Swiss union of
metal and watch workers,wrote: - 'For Swlitzerland there can be no better way
than that of conciliation on the ground orf gocial peace. If we choosc this
way,then wo shall,united and of: ono:- hind “know how to overcome the gtupendous
difficulties of thb future. !

AL : EVor sincd it was mide), “the motal 1ndustry s psace txeatj has
served, as a prototypu,to othur industrlus wnich have also concludvd labour
peace agru mpnts. St St

Whon in JUly 1944qafter 1t Had existed for schn ybtrs this =

f”agreémunt wds “prolonged Tor another five’ Years, the wass union of mctal g’

watch’ Workers' has,in a manifesto, cloarly ‘statod what high ‘and at the samef“

time far-reaching oxpectations were linked to it. The dologates of this union
as the manifesto reads, 'do not consider this agreenent to be an cconomical

- contractiin tho usual gonse,but’ the solidification of a. new. 1dea. They
expoct 1t7 $6" be “the' origin of o Teformtioh of soclal and economical co-operation
291 aé dordance Wiuh the conditiong pr\van.linm in Switzurland. For the industries
and for the men in’ thuir bmployment ‘the opuration of such oontrzctf‘according
hoge i fhe' $rincip1es of ‘Zovd failth mayjrbsult in a néw and exenplary forﬁ of social
co-gxigtonee, ' This end will howovor” only ‘be attained,if the contracﬁing parties
ingist on the obs°rvation of the agreumunt's 1deal contonts and. strive for

their othical and moral d@bponing.i :

- -”; Whilst the” aﬂrepment‘uf thv Sw1ss unlon of motal and wqtch workors
gerves as example %0~ %he - entlru country thc workors' committbes constitute an

~insbrument 6F peace’ w1thin thio precinéts of" the individual fagtory. Tho so

workerg! comfifttsos) the" parfection‘of ‘which,in tho lgt article ‘of " thb contract
1s 'sald to’'be:d¢si?abld, have: -the Lofigor: the: more ‘obtained unhanced significance.

LA rocent chguiry “shows that such' comnittoos oxiet in 124 out of the 169 firms

of the mefal: induﬁtry,employing amongst “tHom 85% of the total nunbor of hands.
The ‘remainifg arst ifori the Most par% small torks, in’ which ‘the appointment of such
committees cncountéds all' sotts of difflcultles. “The workbrs' committeos
generally endorse that’dhe rélations betwson employces and employors have
improved 51nc; uhc s1gnaturo of thb contracu and that thgru is moro obligingnoss.

038

o bl T bport of an 1nterviow Nith thg chalrman of such’ a,_orkers‘
committee, who ‘gtates thit'hs ocoupies his rosponsible honorary post with joy,
he says: '"With the introduction of the peace agroumont the workers! committce
has beecomo an important éffive of the works) ‘Fhers once a domincoring point of
viow,pure interest and powsripolicy provailed,the enduavour to agree and to
co~-operato ln“accordsnce with" thu principle of .good faith, as stipulated in the
contractyhag. taken ¢ffocty At one tims' 'tho membors ‘of thg workers! committee
Were. 1ookcd Wpon- a8 ‘expononts of tho discontpntod partiof the workers and as the

v works! agitatorsyfroquently st ‘under prossurc, - I, myself, have thus ‘had to

suffer for ‘a long fimojuntil mutual confidedcs was ostablished "I “ovon’ had to
call forVthe! pretc@tlon by “the union's offics, whieh protection was %hOh bostowed
upon«me by twa contracting associat10n3<and has proparod thp way to batter :
1c@ndiw10ﬂs." o '

=l -
i) fis. i

' - Ho concludos ‘E i conv1ncud that ‘our“industry rcan only st,,d
ite ground if we succoed to collect all our force in intensive coloporation,

As yot they arc not so far,overywhers,as ©o realize the importance of perfoct
co“opcratloﬁ-at many & factory the workors® - ComMittOuS Téad-a precarious
oxistorco, Quly ALt Hs Possiblo to procure thim indriased’ ‘approval and o
rouge them ;or mutual understanding and for the common intorcst,will they be up

“Yocthedr agc, 0« For thls: PUTpOFES: they want bsttor<adknow1 sdgment by the cmployers,

D oW couoperato i tosd of’counturacting ‘onc anothor, we ‘shall''bo “strong cnough
to''conguer -the “coming aifficultics,” “Péitunatoly this'insight gradually gots
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a {irmer footing, The workers will, wlta the as sis»anco of the tradec-union and
of the instrument they hwvo within thc factory = the workers! committee -
succeed in auh11nin ;,a9 an economical alement, such importance and approval by
the entbrnfisc as they have so far only cnjoyed as citizens in politics., Ve
have a great wvolution before us, Here, there ig a new democracy in the making,
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"A SWISS LOOKS AT NEW ZEALAID",

ThefNew Zealanders,as the Swigs,are prepared to defend their country.
You know the New Zealand soldders' songs, thils is the choir of a Swiss
regiment singing ~ (Yodel) - the joy of the sun rising,the light,the warmth,

BEvery Swiss loves his country, his homeland., The New Zcalanders,I
found,love their homeland very much too, very,very much., You are lucky to have
only one natlonal language, not four as in Switzorland; but I was just wonder-
ing how many of you realisc that there ‘are four diffcerent Now Zealands within
<your onc country, Bh - you don't believe me?  Well,thore is the North Island

“with 1ts variations; thorc is the West Coast of the South Island; there is
tho'East Coast of the gouth Island;  and then theve ‘is Stowart Island,

. I almost fecl inclinod to think when our wisc Lord crcated thoe world
He worked four days of the wook making New Zoaland, on the fifth He made the
rein and wind and sunshine and theon rcsted for two days and énjoyed New Zealand.
It 1s & 1iutlo bit differcent in Switzorland: the logend says: " "When our wise
Lord had made the world Ho had a tromendous lot of dirt loft over, Ho found an
“oemply - 11ttlo space right in the midst of Europe,so he worked hard for five days
and: on Saturday morning He clcancd thu count ry and then took a day and a half

nost, -That is the rcason, concludos thb lcgznd why Swiﬁzurl;nd is so beautiful,

I have scen both countrics now and if it werc possible I would like to
live with onc foot in Now Zealand and with tho othor in Switzorland. Soriously,
you can not comparc the two countrics - thoy arc,in spite of being onc country
wlth four different charactors cach,very diffcrent, Of course you arc inclincd
to seck in another country what you find in your own land. Put an Australian on
a boat at Patterson Inlet of Stewart Island you will hoar him say:. "That's like
Whitsunday Passage of the Great Barricr Recf.!" I thought so too till I lookod
Angtinetivoly for corals and didn't find thom; and gum trucs,mnd didn't find
thamy add when I fished I landoed a blue cod,not a parrott fish;  and whon I
went-into the forcst I didn't find Koala bears but Po mguing;  and no Kookaburra
lavghed when the sun wont down,bdbut the Tui sang in tho floWLring rata and tho
it ton blrds Lloppud into tholr holes and chattod, - How mwny ‘cultivated fiolds

n

or paddocks or villages do you find in Eglinton Vallcv, or ghall wo say, how many

chalet do you find round Lakc Taupo? Where do you find in Switzorland a
MacKenzic country and vhere do you find Alps with so much snow and ice and so
Fkittlo rock as in Now Zealand? Tho Swiss Alps arc quite differont -thore thoy
are.rocks with ico and snow and the snow is difforont and the ice is different.
Ini Switzorland tho perpotual snow boundary in midsummer is at betweon 8,000 and
9,000 fret,and the mountains go up to 15,000 feot - horc’in‘NQW anlahd Tl
between 5,000 and 5,000 feot and Mb.Cook reaches 12,000 foot., It's 300 -milcs
to the soa in Switz.rland - how far away fromn tho‘sca arc the Now Zealand Alps
- on either side? - The Swiss Alps arc the roof of a'whole contincnt,of Europc -
its rivers rcach four diffcront scas, The Now Zealand Alps form the spinc of
the South Igland.

You do not have to take your cattlc and shoop indoors in winter timo-
you have to in Switzerland., It's uscless to look in Switzcrland for active or
oxtinet velcanoos.  You never will find in Switzerland such a beautiful chaotic
greon scéonery as you sco between Kaikoho and Oponini, * You can scarch the whole
worlkd and you won't find a Kauri Forost such as you have - so don't cut them . -
down, not even bit by bit,not unless you wish to anndy scicntists and tourlsts
and all thosc who love unique beauty,

New Zenland and Switzerland are not competltors - not even in regard
to. tourisn and therefore we can work together,as there 1s no need to be jealous.
Now, there arec vary_few really good hotels in New Zealand. Personally I struck

only one really first class hotel for instance,in the South Island~ but mind you,

I have not been everywhere! How that standard compares to Swiss hotel
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