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We shall always remember with emotions of appreciation and friendship,
tinged with the sadnesgs of parting,the last farewell which was. given uas by
gome of our compatriots who were-able to be present when the "Ruahine! left

~the wharf,  New Zealand offered a most beautiful sight when the r~ship gradually

moved -out to the open sea, and we hoped that it would not be.the Tast time our
eyes could behold the lovely Waitemata harbour and the Qucen City of New
Zealand., '

We arrived in London on September 10th after a sunny and pleasant trio.
After a few days we went to Switzerland by air. The flight was .gzreat and
seeing the Homeland again a revelation, The whole country insplred us as a
paradises Everything is on a very high 'stendard and in addition we had
excellent weather for weeks on end. For two weeks I was very busy at the
Palais Federal and then went to the Tesgin for a rest, but after that I shall
again bo on the 'war path', :
Mrs,Schnid and I have not had an opportunity to write to anybody in New
Zealand, so if you hear complaints regarding our silence,pleasc oxplain to
them-that ‘we had been so busy, making 1t quitc impossible. We still think
a lot of you; lovely country and the nice and genuine fricnds. :

,,'1".

Plu@SO convov our K1ndppt regards to everybody who may 1nquire what hasg

:qucom of us,

WALTER SCHMID. "
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SUNDRY NEWS FROM SWITZIRLAND,

Prof. Dr, Paul Kcller has beoen appointed geoneral manager and president of
the Bwisg National Bank in succession to dlrpctor Ernst Weber, who will rctire
at the end of March 1947 having rcached the age 1limit; - the viecc-president,
Dr,Paul Rogsy, has declined the office.. Prof,Koller,who comcs from St,Gall,
has never bEéh o' member of the Bo&rd9 but is an cxpert on monctary: quostlons
he has been the hpao of many Swiss delegations for aa@otlatln - commorcial |
and. flnan01al agrzomunts and is well known in London. -

Since the beginning of the last parliamcntary ses51on the coun01llors of“
our two! chambers' d“: ddofnud with carphones which trangait simultanuously
translatlons of SﬁCubl‘” delivered in French or German, ;

The impogition of fresh taxes scems to develop into a perunnial inctltution.
The war profits ftax justifiod by the abnormal conditions during the last fow
yoars will give up the ghOSJ at the end of the yoar as far as the name is
concermed,  The SubStanCu,hOWbeL will not bc lost and a "supplementary
Wehrsteuer will bo lovied for the noxt threc yoars,  Personal incomes

excccding ES,OOO‘LT&HCS poa. will have to forfoit an additional 10% to the

Stato, if over 50,000 francs the subtraction rcaches 20% firms and limitcd
companics ave alibwod a return of 8% on the invosted capital bofore tho liability
for this a&diﬁional‘tax'bécomos Operative. :

The canton Uri is by dpned w1th a, .disburscment of Frs, 300, 000 boing its
annual contribution to the Federal old-age insurance fund. The Regiocrungsrat’
found this levy unboarable but in order not to jeopardisc this great social
measure proposcs to introduce a sp901al law for an additional tax raiscd from
death dutics and donations,

An Anglo-Swiss socloly hasg beon formed in Zurich for the purposc of maintaining,
devaloping and strengthening relations with this country in cvery spherc of
activity.  Prof, Drumwx Hubcr,prusidcnt of the Intcrnational Red Cross,prosidod
at tho 1naugu ral mopbing; " Prof,Dr.H, Stravmann was clected president by
acelamation, In the beginning the seat of the gsocicty will be at Zurichy, but
will later on move to.whatever location determined by the TuSidLnCL of futurc
presidonts. The aims arc tontatively stated to be: the arranging of lecturcs
and debates by prominent British oxponents in the fields of litcraturec,arts,
sciencu,economy,ouv ,gu&blldh‘ng contact betweon members of the socicty and
British vlsltors to Switzerland; organising cxhibitions,concorts and theatro
tourncests compiling a reglster of addresses for tho exchangc of vigitors and
students of both countrics, Among the patrons arc the namcs of Chs.R,Paravicini,
former Swiss Minister in London,and Dr,William E,Rappard,
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SUNDRY NEWS FROM SWITZERLAND.

In his address at the official opening of the Filera Svizzera in Lugano,
Fed, Connc. Petitplerre stated that the aim of our generation would be the
maintenance and development of social peace. A collective system which
eliminated private enterprise and transferred the whole of responsibility for
our economy to the State would have serious consequences and result in the
gradual impoverishment of our nation.,

After Winston Churchill spoke in the session chamber of the Bernese Grosse
Rat and subsequently apologised for his indifferent French, one of the
Councillors,on being asked whether he understood him, is reported to have
replied, '"Extremely well,as he spoke the pure Francais d'Emmental !

A further convoy of 300 Swiss repatriates from the Russian occupled zone
of FBast Prussia has arrived at Basle; they are spending the first few weeks
at home in a quarantine camp at Rheinfelden.

The Basle court had to deal with another fatal motor accident. A motorist
travelling at an excessive speed on the road from Reinach to Basle cndeavoured
to overtake a fumiture lorry and noticed too late a horse-drawn cart in charge
of a farm labourer travelling in the same dircction, The cart was knocked over
and the farmhand died soon afterwards., Threc years' imprisonmont, the
temporary loss of the driving licence and a finc of 200 francs was the
sontence (!).

In the canton Veud a goverament proposal to cstablish a chomical laboratory
as a soparate amcxe to the University at Lausanne was nogatived by the
clectorate by a small majority; the cost of the necessary ground would have
entailed the expenditurc of 15 million francs,

The depradations of the unknown forcign squatters which a "TimosM
correspondent has now discovered to be a "panther trio! are continuing along
the upper Rhone valloy without hindrance; in the Purtmann valley a shopherd
hag lost in one night eight sheep.

In the meantime *ho cantonal police have appealed to hunters far and wide
for assistance and prtics from other parts of Switzerland are joining in tho
drive. Mccts and hunts aré being arranged similar to the fox hunts in this
country., = :
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SWISS LEXICON.

A new Lexicon has been cdited from a syndicate of scicntists and publishing
houges, This cdition has boon compiled with.a view to climinate all prejudiced
ideas, This Loxicon consists of seven volumes and can be ordored from Encyclios—
Verlag, Munstergasse 4, Zurich,
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

Mr,L,Leuthard,Now Plymouths Visit his "Hygicnic Dining Rooms',

Mr,L,Zurcher, 212 Pabtison Road,Hastings:1945 Apple Cider,5/- por gallon,in two
4 gallon lots,plus freights samples froo
of charge,in ordering state dry or swoot,
Jars to lend,
"Moscht Miicnds aim ghd, "

G ORR E.S PO N DN CHE,

Pleage address to the Sccrctary

i

Mr.B.Merz, P,0,Box 85, AUCKLAND.
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Mr,E,Merz,
P,0,Box 85,
AUCKLAND,
Bnclosed ploasc find £.....86.+...d boing my donation to the Genorgl
Guisan Fund, ] P

N Rt e e R B e

AHDIBRIISIS) e S e R e S e



	Sundry news from Switzerland

