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PIOTURES OF DEMOCRACY.

'MODERN COMMUNALTIES,

The foderations depicted under this heading are not assoclations which can,
like pasture-land or wabter-conduit corporations,look back on a past pof several
centurieg,but which have come into existence in more recent timeg, some even
quite recéntly.

1irs How & road was made and paid for", For the purpose of building a ramified
road permitting the better: exploitation of pasture-~land and forests on the
"Brienzerberg!, a roadrmakinﬂ co~operative society was constituted in 1922,
with 60 abutters as its members, The cost of the road measuring 13,67 miles
amounted to some L6, 264 and was borne at the rate of a quarter cach, by the
-confederation,the canton,the parish of Brienz and the said co~oporative gseciety.
There was no difficulty o allotting the shares of the latter to its 160 members.
In 1945 the last had paid his part and the joint enterprise has come to an end,
There is nobedy who would be without this road now, T ghould like to seeo the
one who dares to take it away from us!" the chairman said in his last address,

24 "One of the 5000 dairy co—operative societieg!.. The Pfaffenbach dairy:
co~operative society is prescnted as an oxamplc of how the peasants of a small
district colluct to Have their milk made. into chcese at their Jointly owned:

- M"The Pfaffenbach dairy co~operativo goclety is only a small example of the
strong cooperative movement which has spread, in rccent years. and decades, in
rural districts and evolved in an intercsting manner, Silde by side with tho
5069 dairy co-operative socictics therc exist thousands of other agricultural
co~operative gsocicties,of which only the most frequent ones can be mentioned:
2355. comoperative ‘socictics for the amelioration of the soil, 1584 cao-operative
socleties brecding horned, and several hundreds other cattle, ‘1071 purchasing
and selling co-operative 5001otios, 2297 co~operative socicties for the
insurance of horses, horned and smell cattlc, then again many co~operative
sociotlics having other purposes,like cider-pressing, viticulture, the running

,of a thrashing maching wnd thu like,

Thcsc associatlons dro for the groater part embodled in a.reglonal or a-
Swiss federation, To rcalisc that this movement has resulted in tho rise of
some considerable cconomic powers, onc only has to visit the V O L @
(Association of Agricultural Co-opecrative Socictics of Bastern SwitZGrland)
in Winterthur, with its large store-houses,granaries, drying plants, clder:
prosses,mills,goods rallways ctc. ;

This dcvelopmcnt howevor descrves attention,not only on account of its
visible growth, but also on acccunt of its new tundbncy, i.c. new from the
_logal point of view,

What was at tho origin of ‘our state were the market co-operative societics,
1.0, associations of a private character, Probably onc is right in saying that
our state could not have found its present form without the activity of those
co=operative ‘socletics,many of which arec older than the Swiss confederation
founded in-1291, * The statc has grown out of the country poople'!s league for
. mutual. oconomical a551stnnce, -~ or cxpresscd in other words, - oub of pritho
ssociation. ;

At prosont we witness the intercsting fact of modern private co—opgrative
sociotios ‘belng. built into the stato and about to take over public functions,
- Under tho prossurc of the agricultural crisis of the thirtics, when the problem
arosc of mastoring the milk flood and propping the prices by state- subsidies,
tho- dairy fedoratlions became obligatory organisms, By its decree concerning.
milk production and distribution issucd in 1937 the confederation has in due
form prohibitcd co-~opcrative socictics from quitting their fedoration and also
individual membors from leaving thelr dairy co~operative socictics,  Dalry -
farmors,on the other hand,can be compolled to adhere to cortain dairy
¢o~operative socictics.: Theso co-oporativo soclctios arc thus doprived of ono
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of the co-oporative movementis most distinetive fraits, the liberty to unite
and to retire, The farmers united in co-operative societies, the co-operative
socieites embodied in assoclationg and these as members of a central federation
have become tools of the state and are as such essential for the regulation of
milk production and price fixation according to the state's intentlong,

This trend has been stressed by the prescriptions of war-economics; through
proving,in times of difficulties,plllars of the country's purveying, these
economical’ obligatJrv organisms have merited an esteem that will also no doubt
continue to have its effect after the war,

Such blanding of staoa and - cow operat1Ve socnetJ,which has taken placa more
than once in. Switzerland!s history, this interweaving-of public and private
.bodies ev;dently originates from a spirzt and & d159031u1on of our people for
co~0perative commmnity. These typical quelities result in the Swisse, whether
8 _membér of a small-or a large co]leot4V1uy, never being a guided subgect, but
'co-responsible for the mak~ng of his own dostiny. ;

AR e AR SR e R L

uET”EW T ROM SWITZERBAND.

Switzerland!s oconomic situation at tho end of the 3rd guarter 1946 ;
© . Generally speaking,Swiss industzy has boon enjoying a period of prospority.

The exccllent turn of the markeb arises not from the increasc in the export trade,
as onc might think,but from many othor causcs, chief of which are the following:
.the maintepance in Switzeirland of an autarcic -regime owing to tho shortage of
" imported scmi-manufactured produvchs, the heavy demand on. the home. market,
§ exceasivo capltal investment and thg onormou" expenditure of the Stato.

“‘Never tholess Switzgrland’s prcsonL cconomic situatlon docs hold a corﬁain :
- &lement of danger which the Governmont is striving to eliminate as far as.
" possible., Vne of those factors is the shortnge of labour which is causing a
sort of outbidding on the labour market and giving an inflationary trend to
Wwages. and prices. : :

The total roturnc “sr Swltzorlend's export trade durlng the first nine months
of the yecar show that the upward movement of oxports and imports rogistered
since tho end of hQSulllb“O shasg growm still more durifig the period undor
review., Imports total 2,421 million Swiss francs and arc thus foﬁr times in
excess of the valuc shown for tho corresponding period last yoar; in volume,
thoy are six times groater, - Exporte tobtal 1,874 million francs, The ‘
considerable increasc in arrivals of mpr“handﬂso and raw materials in
8witzorland has brought about o change in tho' country's trade balancey in
effect, returns for the first ninec months of 1945 show an overplus of 416 million
francs,while this ycar there is a deficit of 547 millions. ' The presont situation
is far more normal than it wag last yoar, Decausc Switzerland's trade balanco has
always shown an apparcnt deficit, excopb during particularly difficult periods.
This deficit is compensated by the yicld on Swiss capital invested abroad,the
tourist trado, international insurance business, transit trado, otc,

The 1ncrease in imports has cqupd an increase in' the Customs revenue, The
latter had fallen. te a very low figure in recent years,: Durinp the first three
quarters of the present yecar, 192 million:francs were rcgisterod'for Customs
revenue, 145 millions more than that shown for the corrcsponding period of 1945.
The situation of the Swiss F@dulaT RPallways has also been favourably influenced,
first by the increase in foreign trade;second! J by the revival of the intor-
national tourist trade. During the first cight months of the present ycar,
railwaJ traffic has developed to such an extent that receipts are much groater
_than could have boen hoped, The ovo 'plus of rocéipts during this period rose to

‘135 million francs and has made it pogsible to cover all 1nvar1able ‘oxpgndi ture
(pament of interest,rcdemptions, etcu) which spruad over thc wholc year,avorage
9. 5 million francs pcr mOﬂuh

As we have Just seen,the Swiss hotel trade Has witnessed the return of a”
fairly considerable. proportion of its foreign clientele this year, The Swiss
themgelves have also vravelled a greal'deal:.and the revival of the hotel trade,
which began a year ago,has continued. For August 1946, 3,4 million night
registrations were recorded,ea peakt never reached since 1934, the year in which
official statistics were ingtituted for the hotel trade.



	Pictures of Democracy : modern communalties

