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productive capacity of the labor occupied in agriculture. These few data should
suffice to show the importance of exports to the standard of living in Switzer-
land,which,before the war,was one of the Buropean countiries whose foreign trade
was most active in comparison to the number of its inhabitants.
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THE WAR ECONOMY OF SWITZERLAND,
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The aggravation of the international political situation after the failure
of the Disarmament Conference in 1932 obliged Switzerland to strengthen and

oy

reorganize its national defense., At the same Uime the nsed was folt to prepare
the economic defense of the country in case of wax, On October 14,1933, the
Federal Chambers enacted a decree concerning measureg of econcmic avf, nse

against foreign countries,for the purpoge of combdating unemployment,safeguarding
national production and developing exportg. At the time when Switzerland found
itself compelled,for the first time in its h‘story and under foreign pressure,

to adjust the parity of its currency,on Sepiember 27,1936,the Swise Confederation
lssued the first series of the first WabﬂonaT Defense TLoan, .emounting to 80 °
million Swiss francs., In an outburst of patriotism and wadersbtanding,the Swiss
people subscribed an amount of 332 millionsg,which,at the thaywas regarded as a
huge sum,especially as the rate of intercst offered was only %%.or about 1/2%

to 3/4% below the rate then prevailing on the money market,

itary D*pajbmgnu crecated a fiSection
for War Economy" attached to the Gencral Sud f and on April 1et,1938,Parliament
enacted a law which gpecified that ftthe Confe derat4on take orover neasures
necessary to insure that the population and the Army be provided with all supplies
that will be essential for their maintenance in case of an economic bleckado
or in time of warh,

At the beginning of 1937,the Fedoral Mil
i

By virtue of thig law,numercus measures were enacted in Switzerland to
asgure the economic life of %he country and when,on Septomber 1,1939, the
general mobilization of the entire army was olu>vod for the following day,she
had,thanks to her vigilance and foresight,a plete organization for war
economy ready to operate and which,to a 13 xtent, coent ributed to the
maintenance of comporatively sau1sfactory cc noud.c condlulons throughout the
entire war,from 1939 to 1945,
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NEWS LETTER FROM ZURTCE,

Like the rest of Switzerland,the city of Zurich was,during the war,almost
completely cut off from the outsgide world. The ouherwuus active iaternational
life of this greatest trading and .commercial canbro of Switzeriand hed almost
disappeared. For gome months,however,travel and commercial intercourse with
foreign lands have begun on a large scale, Ruc*pLoca¢ relations Wi*h ou;eT
countries were everywhere restorcd again,new connections
ones renewed,so that the stream of foreign visitors to Zurich ha
increased. The hotels are accordingly well filled up and uOO{iﬂg in advance
has therefore become essential. The varied picture of bugy life presented
by a cosmopolitan city,which distinguishes Zurich from all other Swiss towns,
is animated by the uniformg of the many hundreds of American soldiers on leave,
who indulge here in the attractions of the great city,with its obautlful shops,
its elegant cafes and bars and numerous places of cunmsbmntn :

P al
0

,.y.

Ag a result of the present insud flC ent traia~services on all the
international railways,the aeroplane is the most pooular means of communication.

The air-services to and from Zurich are usually taxed,some wecks in advance, to
the utmost of their capacity in the furtherance of pasge 13 srs and freizghi.

i

Air Communications. The project for the building of the intercontinental
airport Switzerland in Zurich-Kloten hag beea completed and the Zurich
Parliament has unanimously granted the necessary credit of %5 million francs
for the development of this aerodrome for main traffic, The people of
Zurich will,of course,have the opportunity of voting,at the beginning of May,




36

for or against this project, The result of this plebisguite,however,will
probably be likewise in the.affirmative,considering the enlizhtened: attitude

of the Zurich people,

ere are today direct all—SC”ViC es from Zurich to the following European

Angterdam,
Brusgels,

Loundon,

Malmo (Stockholm),
Paris

Praguse.

As well as these,the Norweglan Airtransport Company D.N.L, and the Danish
D,D.L, intend to introduce very soon a new alr-service from Oglo via Copenhagen
to Zurich,which should provide four times weekly in both directions the means
of communication between the Scandinavian capitels mentioned and Zurich,

Land Communications with Swedens Since the traffic conditions on the railways
passing through Germany still seriously hinder the international train services,
the Swedish Company '"Linjebus A,B." has announced a regular passenger service

of motor buses between Sweden and Switzerland. Accordingly,from April 1st,
spec1al motor buses,accommodating 35 to 40 persons and completing the Jjourney

in 2— days, will ply every ten days between une South Swedish port of Halsingborg
angd. Basle and in the opposite direction,

Art: In the Museum of Applied Art in Zurich the Exhibition "0ld Glass Painting
in Switzerland™ provides a unique opportunity of admiring the precious treasures
in stained-glass windows and coats of armg assembled there from all parts of

Switzerland. The Exhibition has been an outstanding success.

Between the city of Zurich and the French town of Grenoble an exchange of
works of art in thelr possession has been arranged,according tec which the town
of Grenoble will bring its art collection for GThlblu*OA in the Zurich Art
Gallery in May,while,in vh@ month of June,the art trea s belonging to the
Zurich Museum of Art will travel to Grenoble,where the 5reacn public will be
able to see them displayed,

.

At the game time official visits of ‘the mu*4c1p 1 authorities will be
exchanged,which should promote an 1nberchaaﬁe of ideas and confimm the cultural
relations between thege two cities,

PO S O CIGIN B Ny S T R A e

ZUM GRUSS AN MEINE TLANDSLEUTE IN NEUSEELAND.

Liebe Schweizer in Neu eeland

Nun sind eg schon 3 Wochen her,dass einige freundiiche Schweigzer uns
auf der alten "Trojan Starfi im Hafen von Auckland ein herzliches !YGrdezil
zuriefen, Wie hat uns das gut getan,nach nahezu 3 lMonaten,die flr uns eine
BEwigkeit waren,wieder heimatliches zu vernehmen. Es war sicher nicht sehr
gemtitlich fir die Aucklander Schweizer,mehrere Stunden im Regen zu warten,
umsomehr hat es uns gefreut,nicht so hilflos den fur uns neuen Erdteil
betreten zu missen. ’

Der Nachmittag in Auckland mit seiner Fahrt auf den Mt,Eden hat uns
bestatigt,dass Neuseeland das halten wird,was wir uas ertraum, haben. Wenn
der Himmel auch bedeckt war,so hatten wir doch elne schone Weiltgicht Uber das
higelige Gebiet. in wéhrechaftes Nachtessen hat unsg dann £ir die Weiterfahrt
gestarkt,

Eine letzte Nachtfahrt brachte uns nach Wel*Lngtcu,von dem wir gerade
wussten,dass es fwindy" ist. Dies zeigt,dass Beschreiber oft gehr ungenau
sein konnen. Nicht dass es etwa keinen Wind hatte,aber Wellingion und geine
Einwohner présentiercn noch viele Eigenschafiten,von denen uns nichts berichtet wurd
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