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PROMINENT SWISS EXPLORER VISITS NEW ZEALAND,

Al] compatrlots w1ll be 1nterested to know that Mr, Lucas BE.
Staehelin, répresentative of the Bthnological and Natural History Museum. of
Basle, Councillor of the : Geographlcal Society of New South Wales (where he had
been living. for: the last 12 years) and well-known broadcaster, is now in Vew
Zealand, .

He comes at the request of the Bund Schw, Kulturfllm—Gemeinden and he
will be the guest of the Tourist Department, who will. show him some of the many
New' Zealand beauty.spots, He has been told that SWlss settlers, in thls
country are prosperous and hogpitable, and he is also eager to ascertain for
himself whether ‘chl.a is correct,

After visiting New Zealand Mr. Staehelln will return to Sw1tzerland
where he is to lecture in Berne, Zurich, Basle, Baden, Soleure, Olten, Thoune,
Wlnterthur, St. Gall and Iucerne, - :

We feel certain that compatrlots in New Zealand will want to do all

they can to asgsist Mr, Stachelin so that he may taKe avay a very good impre351on
of New Zealand and the Swigs settlors here.
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ASPECTS OF SWISS DEMOGRACY (CONTb.)

O, 4 AEHE QANTON,

In Swi’c zerland there-arc flve ce.ntons wbere tho' "Landsgomelnde 46,
tho legislative open-air assembly, ~. the orig sinal ‘and most direct fomm of =
democracy - survives, where the enfranchlsod ‘citizens of the canton meet,
debate and vote . in a public: Square. Here follows the description of a
"Landsgemelnde" in .the canton of Obwalden whlch tooK a partlcularly agltated
course. : . :

; The mountalns p00p through tae bfight clouds, Just as they" used to do
a thousand 'years ago. The young people are already assembled The boys have
climbed the trees and cling to them 1ilke cockchafers, everythlng is exactly as
shown in the mural painting by Weltl in ‘the hall of the States council-and no
doubt as it has happened for centuries. Ttidg ag natural for thesge eountry-
lads, as curious onlookers, to become familiar W1th their civic- duties, asit
is for them to get used to their work in fiéld and stable: the best possible
tuition indeed. e i

A choir, mostly priests, 1nsp1res tne "Tandsgemelnde" w1th 1ts well—
sung bymn "Veni creator spiritust. e 2 e ;

¢ The'* 1bems of bus1ness o be con31dored are The account of public
expenditure, election of a member of the canton‘s executive, requests for
naturalization;: an obJect of public 1n1t1at1ve prohlbltlng ‘cumulation of offices
and Vchair-sticking! and requesting. the term of office to be 1imited to 16
years and to theiage of (70,... The lollow1ng quotatlon from the minutes,
pertaining to the treatment. of a request for naturallzatlon may afford a
- striking example of the. 1mmed1ateness of ‘such debates:’ HThe discussion of
requests for—naturallzatlon is also very 11Ve1y._A Owing to the sudden-
regsignation of Mr, Odermatt hisg substltuxe, Mr, Infanger, ‘wag compelled %o
improvise, since he had not been able to ‘study the ‘matter and ' to lOOK up the
documents 'in the lobby!, But that is here not necessany at alll . Beingi.
himself an Engelberger, he knowg the three pctltloners from Engelberg from
‘their earliest childhood, that is betbter than from documents, ard ‘he recommends
P them resolutely. to be admitted as cxtlzens. " Ote 'in-‘the ring, however objects:
'Dear people of Obwalden' he says,,‘we ust grow pithy Swiss Families. There
looms a danger of the steadfast Swiss natlonalluy being” infectedl’ " But by
claiming: the . ‘thorougbbred' Swiss he strlkes the wrong ‘note’and makes himself
ridiculous., - He is told that.his was mere personal’ anlmosity against the
‘petitioner and that this. was. not falr, Now a former school~fellow of'' the
German asking for raturalization also addreSses the peOple-' 'He was a young
rascal as we all were! he says, 'nobodJ saw a difference,’ ‘Today I stand for
hig loyalty.,! The citizens of Obwalden consent, though not without
considerable opposition,!
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The authoc then pilots his readers to the town hall where the great
council .of the'canton of Berne is assembled. "One of our 95 Cantonal
parllaments! - The people's representation of one of our 25 soveraign states!
How 1rrat10nal, onb is inclined to think, at a first glance, to govern 25 small
territories of the countwy, by twenty-fivefold effort, 25 poor laws, 25
finance bills, 25 forensic rules, 25 budgets, 25 state accounts to be rendered!
But that ig the vory essence, thb very strength, of Switzerland as a nation:

Self-government- on small ground, Thus almost everybody shares in it,
Though not every. Bernese is a member of the canton's groat council, everyone
knows 'his mant, Gleat«councillors are bleted in 3l constltuencics, one for

every 4000 inhabitants,

Owing to the fact that Berne is a large canton of farmers, most
great-councillors wear half-linen clothes, with the turned down Sunday collar,
You want to ‘see the weather-tanned faces and the strong fists of those :
councillors, Has such a representation of the people anything in :common with
the ill-reputed parliamentarianism of large centralized nationg? In the
morning any of them may have nowed grass or milked his cows, then gone to the
railway station on foot and come to Berne to attend: to his official duties.
These fammer councillors, of course, bring with them a breath of the rural
atmosphere.

The coalition for the purpose of political co-~operation, concluded on
the 1st August, 1940, under the threat of danger from abroad, by the great
polltical parties ''permeated by the necessity of continuing their constructive
activity for the sake of the people as a whole,!" may be registered as a
peculiar event, Their intention was to have common effort for the state
. taking the place of the much-criticized competition of the political parties,
often censured for their claims to the largest subsidies promised to chosen
groups of the electomté. On this topic Mr, von Greyerz writes: !"If nothing
else, such political collaboration is at least an interesting attempt, an "
attempt to overcome the much taunted jarring of the parties. There may be,
however, a drawback, owing to the parties! frank mutual criticism and their
reciprocal vigilance and supervision being paralysed, when all are in the same
boat. 'Both productivo collaboration and free criticism, ‘are the elements of
the prosperity of ‘a well~founded state. To combine the two things is a
‘difficult art which cannot be attained by sohemes or retained by decree, but
only practised by men of good will, On the practice of ‘this’ art will depend
whether political collaboratlon will stand its tbst or whether the disadvant-
ages will outweigh thc advantages."

NO, 5. THE CONFEDERATION.

1. "The creation of a féderal law! (National Council and States Council).

A federal law is first stated in postulates and motions resulting in
subsequent drafts; it is discussed, paragraph by paragraph, by both houses
and the dlfferences are settled. In the words of Mr., Scheurer, one time
federal councillor: '"Democracy is a beautiful but also a difficult form of
- ‘government, demanding a great deal of patlunce, of understanding and devotion
both on the side of the authorities and of the people. Much of what we have
to achieve by great effort, can elsewhere be obtained by ordinary voting of the
parliament or even by simple ruling. = It may be our solace to know that what
we have to struggle for 'so hard will, for this very reason, be worth more; it
will send its roots deep into the hearts of the people and into the ground of
our country and like 'a strong tree better resist the storms ‘than a plant with
its roots on the surfaca."

2. "A ‘Fodoral councillor's day"

The day's task of a Swiss fedaral councillcr is characterised by the
" large amount of detail he has to deal with. There may, however, be some good
in this ‘too., 4 Swiss federal councillor reads the letters from the "nan in
the street" and is therefore tho better acqualnted with the poople's ways of
thinking and their grievances. He occupies himgelf with many of his
department!s dotails becauso, in order to vindicate his point of view before
parliament, he considers 1t necessary to be famlliar W1th the remotest details,
The present federal coun61l is overburdencd. =
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3, M"An eventful week abt the parliament building!, was the title of the weckly
review broadcast by Mr., von Groyerz for the week when the war broke out in 1939,
It depicts how in time of danger the complicated Swiss democracy turns into a
community capable of acting very promptly by conferring far-reaching powers on
the fedoral council and placing a general at the head of the army, The
conferring of such powers on the Federal Council for tho preservation of the
country's security, its independence and its noutrality and for the safeguard
of Switzerland's crodit as well as for the protection of hor economical
interests, was unanimously voted by the Federal Assembly,
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SUNDRY NEWS FROM SWITZERLAND.

Viviculture in the canton Zurich is showing a stcady decrecasc due
solely to the shortage of labour for replanting and restocking obgolete
vineyards. The cultivated area is now about 70L ha. against 848 in 1938, the
chief centres still being Andelfingen, BiUlach and Meilen,

An unexplained explosion in the cellulose factory Attisholz set the
clothing of gseven attendants alight, necegsgitating their removal to hogpital,
Two of them have gince died; they are: Dr, Alex von Sohulthess, a scientific
chemist, and AlLf, Frauchlger an assistant,

Carl Steiger, a 8t. Gall painter by profession, died in Zurich at the
age of 89, He is better known for his life-long interest in aviation, Some
55 years ago he constructed ~ and personally experimented with ~ the first
glider at Schaffelstein and has beon one of the pioneers of modern aviation,

The "biter bit!" best describes the sequel of a casual arrest by the
Bernese police who questioned a workman trying to sell a valuable brooch.
His explanations appcaring unsatisfactory, a search of his lodgings was
ordered which led to the discovery of a hoard of rings, brooches and othor
Jewellery; he finally admitted that they were the contents of a parcel that
he unlawfully appropriated at the local railway station, Furthor enquiries
showed that the jewcllery was contained in a trunk that had been stolen from
the car of a Geneva joweller when passing through Lausanne, The original
thieves had arranged to forward the loot to accomplices: in Zurich with the
help of female associates and one of them had actuully been relicved of her
precious bundle in the train at Berne.

While on a casual tour of inspection Dr. Paul Guggisberg, the 6h-year-
old director of the I®Btschborg railway, tripped near Wengi and was hurled to
hig death; he had been for 19 years a mcmber of the Reglerungsrat in Berne.

In Bagselland practically the wholec of the potato fields have boen
destroyed by the colorado beetle. One local paper reports that after a tract
of land had been obliterated of its cultivation the beetles could be seen in
thousands crawling across country lancs for new fields of operation,

: The body of States Counc, Emil Rudin, the director of the Basle
co-operative societies, has been recovered from the Birs; he was 60 years old,
had been missging for over a fortnight and 1s believed to have met with an
accident Whlle flshlng.

Robert LaRoche, senior of the Basle firm of bankers bearing his name,
died at the age of 69: for many years he was president of the Swiss Bankers!
Asgociation. :

In spite of the universal wave of Jjuvenile criminality honesty still
does survive. Two youngsters in Basle trylng to accumulate some funds for
their holidays started a house-to-house collection of waste paper and old
Journals, Amongst paperasse handed to them by one old lady was a crumbled
card-board box; on the return in the evening of the daughter she spoke of her
good deed and learnt to her dismay that in the box were hidden the latter's
savings in notes to the value of about 6,000 francs, The police were
informed and the carton was promptly returned intact though it had already
passed into the dump of a wastepaper dealer.



	Aspects of Swiss Democracy [continued]

