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And now I am here, I don't regret my choice, and I am sure that
I ghall like thig beautiful country more and more with its hills and mountains,
and its friendly, helpful people,

Lagt but not least I like my work in the Consulate, I wag very
pleased with our nice office, because in Berne they told me that it would be
not go modern in New Zealand,

On the S.S. "Rimutaka!" I had a very nice trip. The greater
part of the passengers were New Zealanders, returning home, The last days
they were all a little excited at the thought of being at home again and of
meeting all their relations and friends, Therefore I was very glad to have a
warm reception from Mr., Merz. It was such a nice feeling for me to meet
somebody from home in a foreign cowntzy, On the very first day, I had the
good fortune to get a nice view of Auckland from Mt, Eden, It was a lovely
afternoon and go I enjoyed this trip very much and I shall never forget this
first impression of Auckland,

: In time I hope that I will have the pleasure of meeting more of
my compatriots because I am very interested to see how they are getting on in
New Zealand,

I am vory grateful to Mr, Merz for helping me so much ‘during my
gtay in Auckland, and also to Mrs, Moosbonger and Mr, Peyer for their
invitations,

Fanny Schmid,

AUCKLAND FIRST AUGUST QELEBRATION,

. Auckland Social News!

To an attentive and well filled room Mr, Merz gave the following
opening speech, announcing the beginning of a very delightful and entertaining
evening,

Mear compatriots - your Committee requested me to open the
evening with a ghort address and I shall be very brief indeed. First of
all I want to thank all members and friends who have appeared in force to
meke the occasion a success, A fairly large proportion of our visitors,
I perceive, are from the country and I wish to thank thege compatriots in
particular for their special efforts and trust they enjoy the short
entertainment provided,

We are gatherod once again to celebrate the Birthday of our
Swiss democracy., Today 1s the 655th Birthday of the Sacred Bond, made at
the Rutli, and through the tenacity of our forefathers Switzerlanc has been
able to retaln the independence through the many adversities and the long
centuries,

Only a year has elapged since the war in Europe concluded and
we must never forget, and always be thankful, for having again been spared
being involved in the dreadful ravages of war,

Recent reports indicate rapid progress in commerce and trade,
in fact a labour shortage actually exists. The Federal Council has taken
the unusual step to warn industrial firms against over-expansion, and to
rather defer from enlarging their staffs or extending their works, because
this rush would not last for long, On the other hand 60,000 homeless
Swiss returned from the war-torn countries without any possessions whatever,
These people were returned from the various countries in Europe as well as
the far Bast, The State is providing special funds running into millions,
but if divided among 60,000 it would be a small sum for each individual.
Collections are arranged everywhere, and it is pogsible that some drive will
also be made in New Zealand, In this country we always had a sheltered
life, we could pursue our daily work unhampered and prosper in our
buginesses or profegsions, Therefore we must not forget to express our
thankfulness in our daily contact with the good people of New Zealand.
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