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SWISS BENEVOLENT SOCIETY
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; in New Zealand

Group New Zealand of the N.H.G.

WELLINGTON,
JULY, 1946.

FAREWELL  MESSAGE,

A little more than 8% years ago [ landed at Auckland from S.85.
Wiagaral'i,coming from the Deep South of the United States,and 4 months later
my wife and family arrived in Wellington ‘direct from Switzerland., AlL of usg
had been thinking of New Zealand as a strange land,but after the lapse of 8—%—
years,what we thought of as a strange land has now become almost our second
country. We have learned to love this beautiful country and its people,Maori
and Pakeha alilke,

When I arrived in Auckland I was greeted in Swigs by some of my
compatriots from Auckland Province. . In the course of time.in my agsociation
with my compatriots in New Zealand I have heard almost all the homely dialects
of our Alemanic cantons, I know by now many a Swisg farm and,in general, the
way of life of my compatriots in New Zealand. My wife and I have good reason
to be proud of the fwigs in New Zealand,and here I should also add that the
long years of war have put the whole Swiss Community to a severe test. Almost
to a man we have stood this test, we have shown what we are - chips of the oid
Helvetian block. This hasg brought us the respect of almost every New Zealander,
so that I may say, that the prestige of the name '"Swissi! has not suffered during
the difficult times we went through together,but,on the contrary,has gained.

You will therefore understand,my friends and compatriots,that mny wife
and I are privileged to leave New Zealand with nothing but good feelings,which
is a great reward for the years we have spent among you in this enviable ccuntry.

It ig indeed hard for us to 1ift the anchors; however,on the other
side of the world beckons that glorious 1little country where our ancestors
lived and toiled for centurieg,and also fought for centurieg for a freedom we
are still enjoying: such a destination is enviable also,and the thought of
this takes the sting out of the departure which truly saddens our hearts.

In conclusion,Mrs, Schmid and I wish all of j Jou cotipatriots and
friends, only the best for the future in the land of your cb01ce- health,
happiness, prospbrlty and freedom, : 53k

DR. WALTER SCHIMID,

SWISS COVSUL
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